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Army recruits to stay with drill sergeants longer 


By William Howard 
Stars and Stripes 

Future Army recruits will remain under 
the thumb of drill sergeants for longer than 
their recent predecessors. 

For the past decade, recruits have 
breathed a sigh of relief after leaving their 
drill sergeants behind when moving on 


from basic training to advanced individual 
training. 

Now, thanks to an Army-wide decision 
made in February to phase out AIT pla¬ 
toon sergeants, future recruits will con¬ 
tinue under the strict management of drill 
sergeants. The platoon sergeants will be 
upgraded to drill sergeants. 

SEE DRILL ON PAGE 5 


An Army drill sergeant interacts with a trainee June 12 at Fort Jackson, S.C. 


GAO: Thousands of sailors deployed longer than Navy wants 



Ian KiNKEAD/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 


The Navy admits that the number of 
sailors who were away from home for 
more than 220 days in fiscal 2016 could 
be higher than the 18,000 cited in a 
report released in late April. 


By Brock Vergakis 

The Virginian-Pilot 

NORFOLK, Va. — About 18,000 sailors 
spent more than 60 percent of the year 
away from home during fiscal 2016, ex¬ 
ceeding the Navy’s guidelines for keeping 
its crews well-rested and reducing strains 
on sailors’ personal lives, according to a 
congressional watchdog report. The Navy 
says the figure is likely even higher. 


■ Tours lengthened for first-term 
sailors in Japan, Guam, Spain 

Page 6 

The Navy’s goal has been to limit sailors’ 
time away from home to 220 days per year 
or 400 days every two years since 2014. 
However, a Government Accountability 
Office report released in late April shows 
that mark is routinely flouted because of 


heavy operational demands that include 
lengthy deployments and requisite time 
away from home to train for them. Like 
other military branches, the Navy wants 
to limit sailors’ time away from home as a 
way to improve readiness. 

Before the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks. 
Navy deployments typically lasted about 
six months. As demand for forces around 
SEE DEPLOYED ON PAGE 6 
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Pentagon identifies 
Army specialist killed 
in eastern Afghanistan 
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MILITARY 

Commissaries 
scheduled to start 
selling beer, wine 
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NHL PLAYOFFS 

Caps edge Penguins in 
Game 3 as home teams 
continue to take it on the chin 
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DOD bans electronics from 
2 Chinese manufacturers 



Juan S. SuA/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 


A Russian jet reportedly flew within 20 feet of a Navy P-8 Poseidon, 
like this one at Naval Air Station Whidbey Island, Wash., on Tuesday 
over the Baltic Sea. 

Military: Reported Russian 
Baltic Sea intercept was safe 


By Will Morris 

Stars and Stripes 

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germa¬ 
ny — The three military exchange 
services has pulled all smart¬ 
phones made by Chinese electron¬ 
ics manufacturers Huawei and 
ZTE from stores around the world 
and banned their sale because of 
the security risks the devices pose, 
the Pentagon said Wednesday. 

The Defense Department’s un¬ 
dersecretary for personnel and 
readiness issued a ban of “all Hua¬ 
wei and ZTE cellphones, personal 
mobile internet modems and relat¬ 
ed products from locations world¬ 
wide,” DOD spokesman M^j. Dave 
Eastburn said in an email to Stars 
and Stripes. 

“Given the security concerns as¬ 
sociated with these devices, as ex¬ 
pressed by senior U.S. intelligence 
officials, it was not prudent for the 
Department’s exchange services to 
continue selling these products to 
our personnel,” Eastburn said. He 
added the DOD is “evaluating the 
situation” to see if any additional 
security measures are needed, in¬ 
cluding an outright ban on use of 
the phones by servicemembers. 

Stars and Stripes first reported 
last week that an Army and Air 
Force Exchange Service conces¬ 
sion at Ramstein Air Base, Ger¬ 
many, had been selling the mobile 
electronic devices on base. The 
products were also found for sale 
at U.S. bases in other overseas 
locations. 

In February, the director of na¬ 
tional intelligence, along with the 
heads of the CIA, FBI, National 
Security Agency, Defense Intelli¬ 


gence Agency and National Geo¬ 
spatial-Intelligence Agency all 
testified before a Senate commit¬ 
tee that Americans should not use 
Huawei or ZTE products because 
of security concerns. 

Huawei, the world’s largest 
telecommunications equipment 
manufacturer, is a private com¬ 
pany started by a former People’s 
Liberation Army officer. U.S. in¬ 
telligence officials say the com¬ 
pany has very close ties to China’s 
government. 

FBI Director Christopher Wray 
testified that Huawei products 
give the Chinese government the 
ability to gather or alter sensitive 
corporate and military informa¬ 
tion undetected. 

The concern about Huawei first 
focused on routers, switches and 
other high-bandwidth commercial 
products; it later expanded to con¬ 
sumer mobile phones. They are 
already banned for official govern¬ 
ment use in most cases. 

Huawei has been the target of 
numerous U.S. regulations and 
laws meant to address national 
security concerns, such as a 2013 
law that required federal law en¬ 
forcement agencies to sign off on 
certain purchases of its products 
by government agencies. 

Huawei spokesmen have repeat¬ 
edly denied claims the company’s 
devices pose any security risks. 
Huawei phones are used com¬ 
monly throughout Europe, and 
the company is in the middle of a 
worldwide promotional campaign 
for its latest phone series, the P20, 
released last month. 

Still, the Chinese devices “may 
pose an unacceptable risk to (the) 


department’s personnel, informa¬ 
tion and mission,” Eastburn said. 

New rules proposed by the Fed¬ 
eral Communications Commission 
would bar U.S. telecommunica¬ 
tions companies that receive FCC 
subsidies from buying products 
from foreign companies with se¬ 
curity concerns. Companies have 
yet to be named, but Huawei and 
ZTE are both expected to make 
the list of banned manufacturers. 
A bill introduced in January by 
Rep. Michael Conaway, R-Texas, 
would make it illegal for U.S. gov¬ 
ernment contractors to use any 
Huawei equipment. 

Huawei also makes personal 
mobile internet modems, called 
“pucks,” which in recent years 
have been sold to U.S. troops at a 
coalition base near Irbil, the capi¬ 
tal of Iraq’s Kurdish region. Some 
soldiers may have purchased simi¬ 
lar devices made by ZTE. 

ZTE was sanctioned by the U.S. 
government for violating trade 
embargoes by sending U.S.-made 
components to Iran inside its de¬ 
vices. Huawei is currently the sub¬ 
ject of a similar investigation by 
the Justice Department. 

Eastburn said the Pentagon de¬ 
ferred to command officials for 
additional guidance on operational 
security matters, but he said troops 
should watch out for news of poten¬ 
tially compromised electronics. 

“Servicemembers should be 
mindful of the media coverage 
about the security risks posed by 
the use of these devices, regardless 
of where they were purchased,” he 
said. 


morris.william@stripes.com 
Twitter: @willatstripes 


By John Vandiver 
Stars and Stripes 

STUTTGART, Germany — A 
Russian fighter flew within 20 
feet of a Navy reconnaissance 
plane over the Baltic Sea in a 
maneuver deemed safe but un¬ 
professional by the U.S. military, 
CNN reported Wednesday. 

The intercept on Tuesday in¬ 
volved a Russian Su-27 jet and a 
Navy P-8 Poseidon, which rou¬ 
tinely conducts surveillance mis¬ 
sions in the region. 

The Navy declined to provide 
details about the encounter, but 
confirmed that it was “safe.” 

“Due to standing (Defense 
Department) policy, we do not 
release the details of safe inter¬ 
actions,” said Cmdr. Tom Gordy, 
a spokesman for the Navy in Eu¬ 
rope. “If an unsafe interaction oc¬ 
curs in the future, we will provide 
more information at that time.” 

Russian, U.S. and NATO air 
forces all operate near one anoth¬ 
er over the Baltic Sea, and inter¬ 


cepts aren’t unusual near Russia’s 
borders with NATO territory. 

However, on occasion, the mili¬ 
tary will publicly call out certain 
intercepts as dangerous. 

In January, a Russian fighter 
flew within 5 feet of a U.S. Navy 
reconnaissance plane over the 
Black Sea, which risked a colli¬ 
sion, the Navy said at the time. 

Such encounters are an ongo¬ 
ing concern for the U.S. mili¬ 
tary, which has faced a series of 
provocative intercepts by Rus¬ 
sian aircraft during the past few 
years. 

In November, a Russian fighter 
crossed within 50 feet of a U.S. 
surveillance aircraft flying over 
the Black Sea, blasting its after¬ 
burners and forcing the Ameri¬ 
can aircraft into a stream of 
turbulence that caused the plane 
to tilt into a 15-degree roll. That 
maneuver was deemed unsafe. 

vandiver.iohn@stripes.com 

Twitter: vandiver.john@stripes.com 
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WAR ON TERRORISM _ 

US soldier killed in Afghanistan identified 


By Corey Dickstein 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — A 25th 
Infantry Division soldier serv¬ 
ing his first combat deployment 
was identified Tuesday as the 
American servicemember killed 
in action Monday in eastern 
Afghanistan. 

Army Spc. Gabriel D. Conde, 
22, of Loveland, Colo., was killed 
by small-arms fire during a 
firefight in the Tagab district 
in Kapisa province, the Penta¬ 
gon said Tuesday in a prepared 
statement. 

Conde was assigned to the 3rd 
Battalion, 509th Infantry Regi¬ 
ment, 25th Infantry Division 
stationed at Joint Base Elmen- 
dorf-Richardson in Alaska. 

Pentagon officials described 
Conde’s death as occurring dur¬ 
ing a combat operation but de¬ 
clined to provide details about 
the mission’s objective or which 
group was responsible for the sol¬ 
dier’s death. They said his death 
was under investigation. 

U.S. military officials in Afghan¬ 
istan did not respond to a request 
for information about the opera¬ 
tion in which Conde was killed. 

One other American soldier 
was wounded in the engage¬ 
ment. That soldier was reported 


in stable condition at Bagram Air 
Field following the battle and was 
expected to survive his injuries. 
Several Afghan troops were also 
killed or injured in the attack, 
officials with the U.S.-led NATO 
coalition in Afghanistan said 
Monday. 

The roughly 15,000 American 
forces in Afghanistan have two 
primary missions — training 
and advising Afghan forces to 
fight the Taliban and a counter¬ 
terrorism mission in which U.S. 
troops routinely accompany Af¬ 
ghan commandos on operations 
against groups including Islamic 
State’s Afghan affiliate. 

The location of Conde’s death 
would appear to indicate the en¬ 
gagement likely occurred with 
Taliban fighters, as ISIS’ influ¬ 
ence is primarily confined to 
Nangarhar province farther 
south and east than Kapisa, in the 
mountains bordering Pakistan. 

Tagab district was considered 
as contested by U.S. and NATO 
military officials in January, ac¬ 
cording to an assessment of the 
17-year-old war released Monday 
by the Special Inspector General 
for Afghanistan Reconstruction. 
Contested districts are under the 
full control of neither the Afghan 
government nor the Taliban. 

An infantryman serving his 


first over¬ 
seas tour, 
Conde en¬ 
listed in the 
Army in Au¬ 
gust 2015, 
according to 
his service 
biography. 
He joined his 
unit in Alas- 
Conde ka in April 

2016 and de¬ 
ployed to Afghanistan in Septem¬ 
ber 2017. He was due home next 
month upon completion of his 
unit’s nine-month tour. 

Conde was a 2014 graduate of 
Berthoud High School in north¬ 
ern Colorado, according to the 
Loveland Reporter-Herald news¬ 
paper. He ran track and cross 
country as a student and attended 
the Colorado School of Mines uni¬ 
versity for a year before he enlist¬ 
ed, the newspaper reported. 

Conde’s family members told a 
local television station that he was 
adventurous, spending time in 
the outdoors and had spent time 
in Mexico helping villagers grow 
food and construct playground 
equipment. 

The soldiers’ father. Bob Conde, 
described him as having “a call¬ 
ing to be a warrior.” 

His mother, Donna, said she 


told her son to return home alive 
the last time she spoke with him. 

“He said, ‘Don’t worry Mom, 
I will,”’ Donna Conde told Den¬ 
ver’s Fox 31 KDVR. “I feel very 
proud of who he is. He is the kind 
of son any mother would be proud 
to have.” 

Family and friends also spoke 
about Conde’s death on social 
media. 

He died “doing what he wanted 
to do. Fight for his country and 
our freedoms,” a relative wrote 
Tuesday in a public Facebook 
post. 

“He was a very special young 
man only 22 years old,” wrote 
Kathy Conde, who identified her¬ 
self as his aunt. “Wanted to serve 
his country. He was an amaz¬ 
ing individual that loved life and 
God.” 

His death came on the same day 
ISIS militants launched a twin 
bombing attack on the Afghani¬ 
stan capital, Kabul, killing at 
least 25 people. That death toll in¬ 
cluded nine journalists who were 
killed when the second bomber 
blew himself up just outside the 
scene of the first explosion. Po¬ 
lice officials said the bomber had 
posed as a television cameraman 
before the suicide attack. 

A 10th journalist was killed 
Monday in eastern Afghanistan’s 


Khost province. A BBC report¬ 
er was shot dead by a group of 
armed men, the British news or¬ 
ganization reported. Police had 
not identified a motive or suspect 
in that attack as of Tuesday. 

In southern Afghanistan, eight 
NATO coalition troops were 
wounded in an attack using a ve¬ 
hicle-borne improvised explosive 
device in Helmand province. Co¬ 
alition officials said the Taliban 
was responsible for that attack, 
and local officials told Stars and 
Stripes that the wounded soldiers 
included Romanian troops. 

Conde was the second U.S. ser¬ 
vicemember killed in action in 
Afghanistan in 2018. Army Sgt. 
1st Class Mihail Golin, a Green 
Beret, was killed by small-arms 
fire in an engagement in eastern 
Nangarhar province with ISIS 
fighters in early January. 

Conde’s death was at least the 
second in his unit during this 
deployment. 

Staff Sgt. David Thomas Bra- 
bander, also assigned to 3rd Bat¬ 
talion 509th Infantry Regiment, 
was killed Dec. 11, 2017 in a non¬ 
combat vehicle accident in Nan¬ 
garhar, the Pentagon said at the 
time. 


"dfckstein.corey@stfipes.com 

Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 
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New leader takes over NATO, 
US air forces in Afghanistan 


WAR ON TERRORISM _ 

Mattis indicates ongoing 
commitment to Afglian War 


By Lolita C. Baldor 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Defense Secretary 
Jim Mattis signaled Tuesday the U.S.-led 
coalition’s continued commitment to the 
fight in Afghanistan amid persistent ques¬ 
tions about a possible withdrawal and a 
spate of suicide bombings. 

Mattis said the US. will stand by the 
Afghan people and the government, and 
added that “the NATO mission will con¬ 
tinue” in a campaign to push the Taliban to 
the peace table. 

Two Islamic State suicide bombers hit 
Kabul, Afghanistan, on Monday, killing 
25 people, including nine journalists who 
had rushed to the scene of the first attack. 
It was the latest in a string of large-scale 
bombings in the capital and across the 
country this year. 

Asked about the attacks, Mattis said the 
US. knew there would be tough fighting 
this year. He spoke at the start of a meet¬ 
ing with Macedonian Defense Minister 
Radmila Shekerinska. 

“We anticipated and are doing our best 
and have been successful at blocking 
many of these attacks on innocent people 
but, unfortunately, once in a while they get 
through because any terrorist organiza¬ 
tion that realizes it can’t win by ballots and 
turns to bombs, this is simply what they 
do,” Mattis said. 


A new report from an independent au¬ 
diting agency released Tuesday painted a 
bleak picture of progress in the war, which 
has been raging for more than 16 years. 
The report by the Special Inspector Gen¬ 
eral for Afghanistan Reconstruction, or 
SIGAR, said that as of the end of January, 
14.5 percent of the country’s districts are 
under the control or influence of insur¬ 
gents, the highest level recorded in re¬ 
cent years. It also said that the insurgents 
gained control over a larger portion of the 
population — from 9 percent in August 
2016 to 12 percent in January. 

Pentagon officials have said that the Af¬ 
ghan forces have been improving in recent 
months as the US. beefs up training and 
advising local forces in the country. Hun¬ 
dreds of new advisers deployed to Afghan¬ 
istan after the closing date of the SIGAR 
report. 

Mattis added that the Taliban will likely 
continue to target election and polling lo¬ 
cations as the nation continues to prepare 
for voting this summer. He said both ISIS 
and the Taliban are trying to destabilize 
the country. 

In remarks to reporters Monday, the 
Pentagon chief flatly rejected suggestions 
that the White House wants to withdraw 
from Afghanistan. 

“We’re there to do a job,” he said. “We’re 
not there to stay forever, but the job comes 
first.” 


By Phillip Walter Wellman 

Stars and Stripes 

KABUL, Afghanistan—M^. Gen. Barre 
R. Seguin took over as the top Air Force 
commander in Afghanistan on Wednes¬ 
day, pledging to help lead the escalating 
air campaign while also strengthening the 
capabilities of the Afghan air force. 

Seguin took over command of the 9th 
Air and Space Expe¬ 
ditionary Task Force 
and NATO Air Com¬ 
mand from M^. Gen. 
James B. Hecker. 

“I am truly humbled 
to be part of a team 
of coalition airmen, 
soldiers, sailors. Ma¬ 
rines and interagency 
teammates in combat 
and in support of one 
of our nation’s top pri¬ 
orities,” Seguin said at a ceremony at the 
headquarters of the U.S.-led international 
coalition. 

His tenure follows “an incredible year of 
war fighting,” overseen by Hecker, said Lt. 
Gen. Jeffrey L. Harrigian, commander of 
US. Air Forces Central Command, who at¬ 
tended the ceremony. 

Over the past 12 months, the US. has 
ramped up its air campaign in Afghanistan, 
dropping a record number of munitions on 
the Taliban and the Islamic State-Kho- 
rasan. In the fall, US. and Afghan forces 
started attacking Taliban narcotics labo¬ 


ratories, which Harrigian said has so far 
denied the guerrilla group $35 million in 
revenue. 

The increased activity is set to continue 
under Seguin’s watch, underscored by 
the recent transfer of assets such as A-10 
Thunderbolt jets from Iraq and Syria to 
Afghanistan. 

The Afghan air force remains depen¬ 
dent on US. support; however, the Afghans 
have conducted more missions without in¬ 
ternational support during the past year, 
spurred by an aircraft inventory that has 
tripled. 

“That’s what winning looks like in the 
Air Force,” Hecker said at Wednesday’s 
ceremony. “We’re working ourselves out 
of a job and we’re getting the Afghan air 
force more and more capable.” 

Seguin, a distinguished graduate of the 
Reserve Officer Training Corps, is a com¬ 
bat mission commander with over 3,500 
flying hours in the F-16, T-38 and T-37. 

His last post was director of strategy, 
plans and programs at US. Africa Com¬ 
mand. One of his many posts before that 
was as commander of the 14th Flying 
Training Wing out of Columbus Air Force 
Base, Miss. 

“His insight into flying training will 
prove dividends as our Afghan air force 
partners continue their recapitalizing, re¬ 
inforcing the investment we have all made 
to the people of Afghanistan and the future 
of the Afghan air force,” Harrigian said. 

weliman.phillip@strlpes.com 

Twitter: (fipwweiiman 
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Savannah Professional Firefighters AssociATioN/Twitter 


Law enforcement officials confirmed reports of a plane crash along 
Geoi^ia Highway 21 in Garden City before noon Wednesday. 


Drill: Transition means an 
upgrade for platoon sergeants 


5 likely 
killed in 
WC-130 
crash 

By Corey Dickstein 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Five peo¬ 
ple aboard an Air Force WC-130 
Super Hercules plane that crashed 
late Wednesday morning during 
a training flight near Savannah, 
Ga., are presumed dead, accord¬ 
ing to an Air Force spokesman. 

The cargo plane from the Puer¬ 
to Rico Air National Guard went 
down about 11:30 a.m. within a 
few miles of the Savannah-Hilton 
Head International Airport, Air 
Force Capt. Jeffrey E. Bezore, 
a spokesman for the Savannah- 
based 165th Airlift Wing, said in 
a statement. The 165th is a Geor¬ 
gia Air National Guard unit that 
flies C-130s and responded to the 
crash as did local emergency re¬ 
sponders, officials said. 

Bezore said an investiga¬ 
tion into the incident would be 
launched soon and that all five 


personnel aboard the aircraft are 
presumed dead. Their names will 
be withheld until 24 hours after 
their families have been notified, 
which is Pentagon policy, he said. 

Gregory Martin, a spokes¬ 
person for the Federal Aviation 
Administration, told The Island 
Packet in Hilton Head Island, 
S.C., that the plane was bound for 
Davis-Monthan Air Force Base in 
Arizona. 

Photographs and video of the 
scene showed the aircraft’s tail 
intact just behind a massive fire. 
Chatham County EMS confirmed 
the plane crashed at the intersec¬ 
tion of Georgia Highway 21 and 
Crossgate Road in Garden City, 
Ga. 

Chelsea Sinclair, who works at 


a nearby Parker’s, said the store 
shook when the plane crashed, ac¬ 
cording to The Island Packet. 

“It went nose-first down,” she 
said. “We were seeing a bunch 
of black smoke, but now it’s just 
EMS and firetrucks and police.” 

The plane was assigned to the 
Puerto Rico Air National Guard’s 
156th Airlift Wing, an Air Force 
spokeswoman said. 

Puerto Rico’s fleet of WC-130s 
is based at Muniz Air National 
Guard Base in the city of Caroli¬ 
na. WC-130S, known as Hurricane 
Hunters, are turbo-prop C-130 
cargo aircraft modified with spe¬ 
cialized equipment for weather 
reconnaissance missions. 


dickstein.coreydistripes.com 
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

“The Army always looks at it¬ 
self every couple of years to try 
and find out the best way to make 
sure that we’re providing the best 
soldier to their first unit of as¬ 
signment as well as to the force,” 
said Command Sgt. M^. Edward 
Mitchell, of the Center for Initial 
Military Training in Fort Eustis, 
Va. 

The change makes all Army 
initial training more like One 
Station Unit Training for armor 
and infantry recruits at Fort Ben- 
ning, Ga., who remain with their 
drill sergeants for the duration of 
basic training and AIT. 

Mitchell said he expects the 
return of the drill sergeant’s dis¬ 
tinctive headgear will help instill 
a sense of pride and discipline 
among troops at AIT. 

“When soldiers see an individ¬ 
ual walking around wearing the 
bush cap or the round brown it 
normally sends a sense of pride, 
and they see an individual who’s 
going to enforce discipline and 
standards,” he told Stars and 
Stripes. “When you see them 
from a distance you know what 
they’re about.” 

Noncommissioned officers as¬ 
signed as AIT platoon sergeants 
are now required to complete a 


10-day conversion course based 
on an existing reintegration 
course to become full-fledged 
drill sergeants. 

Previously, AIT platoon ser¬ 
geants left the drill sergeant 
academy three weeks early, miss¬ 
ing classes on rifle marksman¬ 
ship and training in defense from 
chemical, biological, radiological 
and nuclear weapons. 

“Every last one of the AIT pla¬ 
toon sergeants coming through 
this course already knows how 
to handle the trainees,” Mitchell 
said. “We just want to make sure 
that we give them the tools they 
didn’t have.” 

The Army’s Center for Initial 
Military Training, Human Re¬ 
sources Command and Training 
and Doctrine Command worked 
together to ensure the transition 
of existing AIT platoon sergeants 
to drill sergeants is complete by 
July, Mitchell said. 

The Drill Sergeant Academy at 
Fort Jackson, S.C., will hold one 
transition course a month. 

“We made sure that the 576 AIT 
platoon sergeants that we needed 
to convert were slotted in classes 
so we could finish this summer,” 
Mitchell said. 

howard.william@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Howard_Stripes 
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Navy ups tour len^hs for 
Japan, Guam, Spain sailors 


By Caitlin Doornbos 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan — Incom¬ 
ing first-term sailors assigned to sea duty in Japan, 
Guam or Spain will now be required to serve four 
years at their new commands, the Navy announced 
Tuesday. 

The change — which affects first-term sailors in 
those countries who receive orders issued May 1 
or later — aims to “improve readiness and reduce 
turnover of our Forward Deployed Naval Force,” 
the service said. 

Previously, the standard tour length was three 
years for such servicemembers. 

Sailors stationed in the affected countries will 
continue to serve out the rest of their two- or three- 
year deployments, the Navy said. 

Affected sailors whose dependents are denied 
command sponsorship will be issued a maximum of 
two years unaccompanied orders, the service said. 
In February, the Navy started allowing accompa¬ 
nied tours for sailors E3 and below. Those without 
dependents will receive the full four years. 

While some affected sailors may feel frustration, 
other seamen — such as Petty Officer 3rd Class An¬ 
drew Whitehead, an aviation electronics technician 
aboard the USS Ronald Reagan — say it’s just part 
of the job. 

“If it’s what we gotta do, it’s what we gotta do. This 
is what we all signed up for,” he said. “They told me 
in recruiting that I could be with a ship for three or 
four years, and I still joined anyway.” 

Vice Adm. Robert Burke, who serves as chief of 
Naval Personnel and deputy chief of Naval Opera¬ 
tions, first told sailors of the Navy’s intent to extend 
tour lengths during a January town hall meeting in 
Yokosuka. 

“A sailor gets [to Japan and] they’re taking 12 to 
18 months to learn their training and then maybe 
doing their job for a short ... period of time before 


it’s time for them to move again,” Burke said in Jan¬ 
uary. “That puts the commands in a state of continu¬ 
ously having to train up their people and not having 
a seasoned, experienced crew that can train up the 
new junior folks.” 

After 17 sailors were killed last year in two sepa¬ 
rate collisions involving 7th Fleet ships, experts 
recommended changes to improve training and 
manning. Reports on the crashes cited deficient and 
ineffective training and unprepared crews as con¬ 
tributing factors. 

Those who were assigned 
to sea duty in Japan, Guam 
or Spain before May 1 will be 
eligible for incentives to ex¬ 
tend their tours. In February, 
the Navy offered to waive any 
remaining sea time on tour 
lengths and guarantee shore 
duty for the next assigned 
tour if sailors opted to extend 
their tours to four years. 

Those extending tours by a 
year or more are given pref¬ 
erential consideration for an¬ 
nounced billets in the Career 
Management System/Inter¬ 
active Detailing, a web-based 
system used to view and apply for jobs. 

“Our goal is to reward those sailors who volunteer 
to extend to meet the demands from the fleet,” Rear 
Adm. John Meier, director of the Career Manage¬ 
ment Department for the Navy Personnel Com¬ 
mand, said in February. 

Post-May 1 first-term sailors are not eligible for 
the extension incentives but will have any remain¬ 
ing prescribed sea tour from their first sea duty tour 
waived. They will become eligible for the incentives 
after completing their first tour. 

doornbos.caitlin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CaitiinDoornbos 


! lf it’s what 
we gotta 
do, it’s what 
we gotta 

I do. This is 
what we aii 
signed up 
for.' 

Andrew 

Whitehead 

Petty Officer 3rd 
Class 


Deployed: Navy working on new standards 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

the world grew in conjunction 
with wars in Iraq and Afghani¬ 
stan as well as other conflicts, 
deployments were increased 
to nine or 10 months. That fig¬ 
ure doesn’t include time sailors 
spend underway to prepare for 
those deployments. 

Under a plan by Norfolk-based 
U.S. Fleet Forces Command, the 
Navy is working to make seven- 
month deployments the new 
standard. The USS Harry S. Tru¬ 
man was supposed to be the first 
aircraft carrier to deploy under 
the seven-month plan in 2016, 
but even that deployment was ex¬ 
tended by a month. 

While the GAO relied on in¬ 
formation from the Defense 
Manpower Data Center to come 
up with its estimate, the Navy 
said that figure is likely an un¬ 
dercount. The Navy estimated 
31,000 sailors were away from 
home for more than 220 days 
during the 2016 fiscal year but it 
couldn’t explain the discrepancy, 
according to the report. 

Inaccurate data recording 
could mean “there will be a lack 
of valid data to improve readi¬ 


ness of the Fleet and Health of 
the Force,” Navy Personnel Com¬ 
mand spokeswoman Katie Suich 
said in an email. 

In 1999, Congress required 
the Pentagon to begin tracking 
how much time servicemembers 
spent away from home, including 
for deployments, training and 
exercises. The Defense Depart¬ 
ment calls that time “perstem- 
po,” which is short for personnel 
tempo and includes deployments 
that are part of the more com¬ 
monly used phrase of operational 
tempo. 

The Pentagon hasn’t defined 
a perstempo threshold that en¬ 
compasses events outside of de¬ 
ployment, nor has it directed the 
individual services to do so, ac¬ 
cording to the report. Only the 
Navy and Special Operations 
Command had established mea¬ 
surable limits. 

As a result, the GAO said, the 
Pentagon can’t adequately track 
just how long servicemembers 
are spending away from home — 
data that are important “in moni¬ 
toring and gauging the stress on 
the force” as well as associated 
effects on readiness. 

Defense Manpower Data Cen¬ 


ter analyzed by the GAO showed 
at least 51,000 active-duty troops 
were gone at least seven months 
in fiscal 2016, a number it called 
“conservative” because of incom¬ 
plete data. 

Records were also missing for 
at least 145,000 personnel who 
deployed between fiscal 2014 and 
2016. 

“[The Department of Defense] 
has simply not made this a prior¬ 
ity,” John Pendleton, the GAO’s 
director of defense capabilities 
and management, said in a pod¬ 
cast posted to the office’s website 
along with the report. 

The report recommended that 
the under secretary of defense for 
personnel and readiness, along 
with individual service branch 
leaders, clarify perstempo thresh¬ 
olds while moving to collect com¬ 
plete data. The Pentagon agreed 
with both recommendations. 

“Until they answer these ques¬ 
tions by setting clear policy and 
gathering reliable data, I think 
they’ll be challenged to keep 
their commitment to take care of 
servicemembers and their fami¬ 
lies,” Pendleton said. 



Dylan McKAY/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 

Sailors discard their hard hats as U.S. 7th Fleet Flagship the USS 
Blue Ridge reaches its Propulsion Plant Production Completion 
date, marking completion of all major maintenance aboard the ship. 


Blue Ridge wraps up 
maintenance period, 
will head to sea soon 


By Tyler Hlavac 
Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, 
Japan — The Navy’s oldest de¬ 
ployable warship is slated to 
head out to sea this summer after 
wrapping up a nearly two-year 
maintenance period. 

All “mqjor” work has been 
finished on the USS Blue Ridge 
after an extended dry dock and 
upkeep period, the Navy an¬ 
nounced Monday in a statement 
that said the command ship is 
now officially “safe-to-train and 
safe-to-operate.” 

“It has been 23 months since 
we started this [maintenance 
period], making it the longest in 
Blue Ridge’s history,” Capt. Brett 
Crozier, the ship’s skipper, said in 
the statement. “But it was essen¬ 
tial, as we extended the life of the 
ship another 20 years, meaning 
this will one day be a 70-year-old 
ship.” 

Blue Ridge — flagship of the 
Navy’s Yokosuka-based 7th Fleet 
— should undergo sea trials this 
summer. Task Force 76 Spokes¬ 
man Lt. Cmdr. Adam Cole told 
Stars and Stripes on Tuesday. 

The ship entered dry dock in 
June 2016 for what was supposed 
to be 14 months to undergo main¬ 
tenance, repairs, refurbishments 
and system upgrades. 

However, unexpected issues 
with the Blue Ridge’s engineer¬ 
ing plant were discovered, caus¬ 
ing it to remain in dry dock past 
its scheduled completion date of 
August 2017. 

The repairs cost more than $60 
million and took about 135,000 
man hours to complete, the Navy 
said. 

The ship “received numerous 
upgrades, including installation 


of the Consolidated Afloat Net¬ 
works and Enterprise Services 
computer system, modernization 
of the ship’s engineering plant 
and refurbishment of the main 
condenser and ventilation sys¬ 
tems,” a previous statement said. 

Installing CANES on a ship 
will “consolidate and modernize 
communications, computers and 
intelligence network systems,” ac¬ 
cording to Northrop Grumman. 

“Significant work was done 
completely rebuilding the boilers 
and associated equipment in the 
fire room and engine room, mak¬ 
ing this another mqjor step we 
have been preparing and training 
for,” Crozier said. “So, this is not 
the finish line for us. There is still 
plenty of work to accomplish.” 

Crozier said the Blue Ridge’s 
crew is excited to man their ship 
once again. 

“We’re kind of like a baseball 
team being able to finally take 
the field in a new ballpark after 
months of practicing in the park¬ 
ing lot,” he said. “A lot more 
training and certification will be 
required before we are ready to 
cast off all lines, but I am confi¬ 
dent that if we continue to work 
hard and take care of one another, 
we will all be smiling when we’re 
underway again.” 

Commissioned in 1970, the Blue 
Ridge is the Navy’s oldest deploy¬ 
able warship and its second-old¬ 
est active vessel. Only the USS 
Constitution, which is primarily a 
ceremonial ship, is older. 

The Blue Ridge is one of only 
two amphibious command ships 
still in service. The other — the 
USS Mount Whitney — is the 
flagship for the Navy’s 6th Fleet 
out of Naples, Italy. 

hlavac.tyler@stripes.com 














Thursday, May 3,2018 


Stars and Stripes 




Page? 


MILITARY 


USFK fate hangs in balance of Korea talks 


^The past and present show that Pyongyang will 
aim for the eventual withdrawal of U.S. forces. ^ 

Duyeon Kim 

Seoul-based Korean Peninsula Future Forum 


By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea—A major 
player was missing from last 
week’s summit between South Ko¬ 
rean President Moon Jae-in and 
North Korean leader Kim Jong Un 
— U.S. Forces Korea. 

The future of nearly 30,000 
American troops stationed in South 
Korea is a key question hovering 
over the peace process as Kim and 
President Donald Trump prepare 
for their upcoming nuclear talks. 

North Korea considers them an 
existential threat and has demand¬ 
ed their withdrawal in past nego¬ 
tiations, although Kim reportedly 
didn’t raise the issue in his talks 
with Moon. 

Trump suggested withdrawal 
himself after saying on the cam¬ 
paign trail that Seoul should shoul¬ 
der more of the burden for its own 
defense. 

White House chief of staff John 
Kelly, a retired Marine general, 
talked the president out of order¬ 
ing a total withdrawal from the 
peninsula in a “heated exchange” 
before the Feb. 9-25 Winter Olym¬ 
pics began in South Korea, NBC 
News reported Monday, citing two 
anonymous officials. 

The South Korean president re¬ 
jected the idea on Wednesday after 
one of his senior advisers wrote in 
a column that it would be difficult 
to justify the presence of Ameri¬ 
can forces on the peninsula if the 
sides succeed in putting a formal 
end to the 1950-53 war. 

“U.S. Forces Korea is a matter 
regarding the U.S.-South Korean 
alliance. It has nothing to do with 
signing peace treaties,” spokes¬ 
man Kim Eui-kyeom quoted Moon 
as saying. 

The issue also was absent amid 
the images of Moon and Kim em¬ 
bracing and walking together as 
they declared “a new era of peace” 
on Friday, pledging to work toward 
a peace treaty and committing to 
the “complete denuclearization” of 


the divided peninsula. 

The final declaration made no 
mention of U.S. forces or the joint 
war games held each year in South 
Korea that usually infuriate the 
North, which considers them a re¬ 
hearsal for an invasion. 

Instead it set the stage for 
Trump to take on the thornier is¬ 
sues as he presses Kim to abandon 
his nuclear weapons in the first- 
ever U.S.-North Korean summit, 
which is expected to be held in 
coming weeks. 

‘Tactical adjustments’ 

“The past and present show that 
Pyongyang will aim for the even¬ 
tual withdrawal of U.S. forces,” 
said Duyeon Kim, a senior visiting 
fellow with the Seoul-based Kore¬ 
an Peninsula Future Forum. 

It might make “tactical adjust¬ 
ments in its position and demands, 
but that doesn’t mean they’ve 
scrapped their ultimate goal of 
withdrawal,” she said. 

The 34-year-old North Korean 
leader, who rose to power in 2011 
after his father died of a heart at¬ 
tack, has dialed back the anti-US. 
rhetoric since agreeing to join the 
Olympics and inter-Korean talks 
after months of heightened ten¬ 
sions that raised fears of a nuclear 
war. 

The North test-fired three in¬ 
tercontinental ballistic missiles 
and conducted its sixth and most 
powerful nuclear test last year in 
its rapid march toward developing 
a nuclear weapon that could target 
the U.S. mainland. 

Experts are divided over 
whether his sudden about-face is 
due to the increasing effect of in¬ 
ternational economic sanctions 
or a confidence that his arsenal 


is strong enough to provide suffi¬ 
cient leverage in negotiations. 

Kim has announced a test¬ 
ing moratorium and promised to 
close the nuclear testing facility 
this month under the supervision 
of U.S. and South Korean experts 
and journalists. 

South Korean envoys who 
met with him earlier this year in 
Pyongyang also said he under¬ 
stood that Seoul and Washington 
must continue “routine joint mili¬ 
tary exercises,” a mqjor departure 
from the past, although it’s unclear 
if he was referring to all drills or 
just the springtime Foal Eagle and 
Key Resolve exercises. 

Cheong Seong-chang, of the 
Sejong Institute, a South Korean 
think tank, pointed out that the 
allies have kept this year’s exer¬ 
cises low-key, without the highly 
publicized aircraft carriers and 
supersonic bombers that are usu¬ 
ally deployed. 

“The North may be able to tol¬ 
erate the presence of the USFK as 
long as the U.S. doesn’t mobilize 
strategic assets,” Cheong said. 

But neither side has laid its 
cards on the table and they likely 
face sharp differences over the 
definition of denuclearization, 
which the North has long main¬ 
tained should include the removal 
of the U.S. threat on its doorstep. 

“Peace depends on both sides’ 
willingness to abide by terms,” 
said Thomas Spoehr, a retired 
Army lieutenant general and de¬ 
fense expert at the Washington- 
based Heritage Foundation. 

“U.S. Forces presence provides 
both deterrence and a military 
capability, which is important if 
North Korea decides to ignore a 
treaty,” he said. 
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China factor 

The American military pres¬ 
ence in South Korea — considered 
a “tripwire” against North Korean 
aggression — has been the corner¬ 
stone of the alliance between the 
two countries since the Korean 
War ended in an armistice instead 
of a peace treaty. 

It also serves as a counterbal¬ 
ance to China’s influence in the 
region. 

Beijing has stepped up economic 
pressure on Pyongyang in line with 
Trump’s “maximum pressure” 
campaign. But it also has strongly 
protested the deployment of an 
advanced U.S. missile defense sys¬ 
tem in the South, and it remains 
the North’s main benefactor. 

In his first trip abroad since tak¬ 
ing power, Kim traveled by train 
to meet with Chinese President Xi 
Jinping in March as diplomatic ef¬ 
forts gained momentum. 

“China’s military expansion is 
going on at full speed and there 
will be a vacuum of power if USFK 
withdraws from South Korea,” 
Cheong said in a telephone inter¬ 
view. “China’s stance is that USFK 
shouldn’t remain on the peninsula 
after reunification, but that’s an 
issue we need to decide.” 

Former President Jimmy Carter 


tried to remove the troops after he 
took office in 1977 in a bid to trim 
the defense budget and pressure 
South Korea’s then-dictatorship 
over human rights, but he backed 
down after hitting a wall of opposi¬ 
tion from his top aides. 

Past U.S. administrations had 
success in trimming the force. 
Richard Nixon withdrew about a 
third of 60,000 servicemembers 
in 1971 despite strong opposition 
from the South. George W. Bush 
shifted many of the troops to Iraq. 

The U.S. and South Korean 
militaries insist their alliance is 
stronger than ever, but Defense 
Secretary Jim Mattis suggest¬ 
ed the troop presence would be 
discussed. 

“That’s part of the issues that 
we’ll be discussing in the nego¬ 
tiations with our allies first and, of 
course, with North Korea,” he told 
reporters Friday when asked if U.S. 
troops would be needed on the pen¬ 
insula if a peace treaty is reached. 
“So I think for right now, we just 
have to go along with the process, 
have the negotiations and not try 
to make preconditions or presump¬ 
tions about how it’s going to go,” he 
added. “The diplomats are going to 
have to go to work now.” 

gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 
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New United rules could strand some DOD pets 



Michael Abrams/S tars and Stripes 


A dog waits to be picked up by its owner after arriving at Ramstein Air Base, Germany, in 2016. United 
Airlines has announced new restrictions to its pet transportation program that go into effect next month. 


By Jennifer H. Svan 
Stars and Stripes 

A new United Airlines policy 
could force some military fami¬ 
lies serving overseas to leave 
their cats and dogs behind, while 
others may be able to take them at 
a far higher cost. 

When United Airlines resumes 
shipping pets in June, it will no 
longer transport some 25 breeds 
of dogs and cats and will bar 
oversized carriers commonly 
used for large dog breeds, such as 
Labradors, golden retrievers and 
German shepherds. 

The ban on certain breeds 
— including mixed breeds — is 
based on the greater health risks 
they face in flight, according to 
United. 

The airline temporarily ceased 
shipping pets in March because of 
several well-publicized mishaps. 

The new restrictions, an¬ 
nounced Tuesday after a review 
of its PetSafe program, begin 
June 18 and are part of what Unit¬ 
ed says will improve the safety of 
pets traveling as cargo. 

But the effect will be “cata¬ 
strophic for pet owners,” particu¬ 
larly military families overseas 
who already have fewer options, 
said Leo Mendoza, whose com¬ 
pany in South Korea ships pets to 
and from that country and Oki¬ 
nawa, Japan. 

United spokesman Charles Ho¬ 
bart said the new policy is aimed 
at improving the safety of pets 
while traveling. 

The airline is collaborating with 
American Humane, the country’s 
first national humane animal or¬ 
ganization, in its revamp of the 
program. “We’ll look at all breeds 
and continue to review the poli¬ 
cies with American Humane,” 


Hobart said Wednesday. 

Other airlines, such as Luf¬ 
thansa and Korean Air, will ship 
large-breed dogs but at more 
than twice the cost of what United 
charged, he said. 

Military air is an option, but 
Patriot Express flights take only 
a few animals per plane. 

Mendoza started an online pe¬ 
tition at change.org Wednesday 
imploring United to make an 
exception to its new pet policy 
for US. military and Defense 
Department families who are 
overseas or returning stateside. 
It grew to 6,400 signatures by 
Wednesday afternoon. 

One woman commented on 
Mendoza’s company Facebook 
page that her family agreed to 
live apart for the length of her 
husband’s overseas tour rather 


than lose their pets. 

“We have decided for my hus¬ 
band to go unaccompanied due to 
our dogs, we are absolutely dev¬ 
astated,” she said. 

The ban includes bulldogs, 
pugs, boxers, pit bulls, Shih-Tzus, 
and Persian and Himalayan cats. 

United in March suspended 
new reservations for pets trav¬ 
eling in cargo following several 
highly publicized pet incidents 
that month. 

In the first, a French bulldog 
puppy appeared to have suffo¬ 
cated after a flight attendant told 
its owner to place its carrier in an 
overhead bin. Soon after, three 
dogs were loaded on the wrong 
planes, including a Kansas City, 
Mo.-bound German shepherd 
that ended up in Japan. 

After military families on 


Guam protested. United made an 
exception and allowed those fam¬ 
ilies to make reservations for pet 
shipments from the island US. 
territory, but only through the end 
of April. United is the only option 
for pet shipment by air from the 
island. 

Hobart said Wednesday that 
extension for families on Guam 
would be granted indefinitely. 

United previously banned 
short-nosed animals during the 
hot summer months but allowed 
them to travel at other times of 
year. Other airlines, such as Delta 
and American Airlines, restrict 
most if not all snub-nosed cats 
and dogs from flying in the cargo 
compartment. Such breeds tend 
to have breathing problems, par¬ 
ticularly at higher altitudes. 

But Mendoza said most worri¬ 


some is United’s new limitation 
on crate size to no taller than 30 
inches. 

Labradors, golden retrievers, 
German shepherds “and other 
large dogs are now unable to fly,” 
he said. 

United and most airlines re¬ 
quire about 3 to 6 inches of head 
clearance in a crate, Mendoza 
said. A lot of common household 
dogs are over that height, he said. 

The average height of a Ger¬ 
man shepherd is between 22 and 
26 inches, according to petguide. 
com. 

For the 700 series “giant” crate, 
which measures 32.5 inches tall 
and typically is used to transport 
large dogs. United previously 
charged about a third of what 
other airlines did from South 
Korea, Mendoza said. 

After adding all the associated 
costs, a dog weighing 70 to 100 
pounds cost $856 on United going 
from Seoul to San Francisco, he 
said. 

Sending the same animal on 
Korean Air costs $2,232, Men¬ 
doza said. 

Furthermore, United is often 
the only way to ship dogs to small¬ 
er cities in the States. 

Korean Air and Lufthansa only 
fly to mqjor airports, he said. 

Mendoza isn’t sure why Unit¬ 
ed banned crates for large dogs. 
“There is no greater risk to big 
dogs in flight,” he said. “They 
naturally have bigger nasal pas¬ 
sages and can withstand pressure 
differences much better.” 

But Hobart said Wednesday 
large breeds are more prone “to 
adverse health risks,” though he 
could not immediately say which 
ones. 

svan.iennifer@stripes.com 
Twitter: @stripesktown 
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DOD: Commissaries to start selling beer, wine 


By Leon Cook 

Stars and Stripes 

Commissaries will start selling beer and 
wine within the next few months, accord¬ 
ing to a memo written by a Defense De¬ 
partment official. 

“The availability of beer and wine at 
military commissary stores will increase 
customer satisfaction and convenience, 
and align with common commercial gro¬ 
cery store practices,” Robert Wilkie, the 
department’s undersecretary of defense 


for personnel and readiness, said in an 
April 27 memo quoted by Military Times. 

Beer and wine sales will begin within 90 
days. Hard liquor is excluded from the new 
policy, according to the memo. 

Commissary alcohol prices will be com¬ 
parable to those at military exchanges, 
Wilkie said in a separate memo about the 
change. 

Commissaries haven’t sold beer or wine 
in the past aside from a few limited trials. 

To minimize impact on exchange prof¬ 
its, the commissary will purchase alcohol 


for resale from the exchange in the same 
way that tobacco products are sold, Wilkie 
said. 

Commissary officials will comply with 
the DOD requirements for on-base alcohol 
sales, including age restrictions, quantity 
limits and inventory controls, he added. 

The initiative follows past recommenda¬ 
tions, including one by the Military Com¬ 
pensation and Retirement Modernization 
Committee in 2015, to allow commissaries 
to sell beer and wine to make a profit, and 
to add to customer convenience. 


“I think it’s great, and could save people a 
trip,” Air Force Master Sgt. Karl Bradley, a 
trombone player for the 5th Air Force’s Band 
of the Pacific at Yokota Air Base, Japan, told 
Stars and Stripes on Wednesday. 

“However, it’s not going to have a huge 
impact on me. It could be more or less con¬ 
venient for [servicemembers] depending 
on what state they’re stationed in,” he said, 
explaining that grocery stores in Missouri 
sell alcohol while those in Colorado do not. 

cook.leon@stripes.com 
Twitter: @LeonCookl2 
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Jason RoBERTSON/Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force 


A Russian Su-27 flies near Alaska in 2013. Russia’s military 
spending fell for the first time since 1998, according to a report by 
the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute. 


Military spending up in 
China, down in Russia 


By John Vandiver 
Stars and Stripes 

China posted the world’s larg¬ 
est increase in military spending 
in 2017, while Russia registered 
the sharpest decline, the Stock¬ 
holm International Peace Re¬ 
search Institute said in a report 
Wednesday. 

Overall, world military expen¬ 
ditures rose to $1,739 trillion in 
2017, an increase of 1.1 percent. 

Russia’s military spending 
fell for the first time since 1998, 
dropping by $13.9 billion. The 
drop comes after four years of 
economic sanctions in response 
to Moscow’s 2014 intervention in 
Ukraine. 

“Military modernization re¬ 
mains a priority in Russia, but the 
military budget has been restrict¬ 
ed by economic problems that the 
country has experienced since 
2014,” said Siemon Wezeman, a 
military analyst at SIPRI. 

Under President Vladimir 
Putin, Russia has invested heav¬ 
ily in its military during the past 
15 years to modernize a force that 
languished in the aftermath of the 
Soviet Union’s collapse. 

Investments have ranged from 
modernizing the country’s nu¬ 
clear arsenal to building up the 
ground forces. 

While Russia’s spending is 
trending downward, it still ranks 
fourth overall at $66.3 billion, 
which is more than every non- 
US. NATO member. 

The United States continues 
to spend far more than all its 
potential adversaries, investing 


more in its military than the next 
seven highest-spending countries 
combined. 

China, which ranks second 
globally, increased its military 
spending by 5.6 percent to an 
estimated $228 billion in 2017. 
Beijing’s global share of military 
expenditures now stands at 13 
percent, up from 5.8 percent in 
2008, the report said. 

Saudi Arabia increased its de¬ 
fense spending by 9.2 percent, 
moving past Russia as the third 
top spender with a budget of $69.4 
billion. The increase comes amid 
rising tensions with Iran, which 
also boosted spending by 19 
percent. 

In Europe, where the U.S. has 
been critical of NATO allies that 
underinvest in defense, military 
spending also has risen. Central 
European countries closer to Rus¬ 
sia posted an overall increase of 
12 percent, compared with a 1.7 
percent rise in Western Europe. 

Total military expenditures by 
all 29 NATO members was $900 
billion last year, accounting for 
52 percent of world spending, ac¬ 
cording to SIPRI. At $610 billion, 
U.S. military spending was un¬ 
changed between 2016 and 2017. 

“The downward trend in U.S. 
military spending that started in 
2010 has come to an end,” said 
Aude Fleurant, a SIPRI analyst. 
“U.S. military spending in 2018 is 
set to rise significantly to support 
increases in military personnel 
and the modernization of conven¬ 
tional and nuclear weapons.” 

vandiver.john@stripes.com 


Navy will no longer announce 
when commanders are fired 


By Tom Vanden Brook 

USA Today 

WASHINGTON — The Navy has halted its prac¬ 
tice of announcing the names of commanders re¬ 
lieved for poor performance or misconduct, a step 
back from the transparency the service had cham¬ 
pioned, and a move that comes in the wake of one of 
the worst bribery scandals in Pentagon history. 

The Navy’s previous practice had been to an¬ 
nounce on its website the names of commanders it 
had canned. It then broadcast the action in emails to 
new outlets and generally referred to the reason for 
firing as a loss of confidence in the officer’s ability 
to command. The new practice puts the Navy in line 
with the other armed services, which do not regu¬ 
larly announce discipline of their senior leaders. 

“Navy Public Affairs will continue to respond to 
every query on reliefs in a timely and thorough man¬ 
ner,” Capt. Greg Hicks, the Navy’s top spokesman, 
said in a statement about the Navy’s new practice. 

Rep. Jackie Speier, of California, the top Democrat 
on the Armed Services Subcommittee on Military 
Personnel, criticized the Navy’s change in practice. 

“I’m disappointed that the Navy is running away 
from the transparency they espoused just a few 
months ago,” Speier said. “The American people 
have a right to know when senior officers exhibit 
ethical lapses or commit fraud and cost the taxpay¬ 


ers untold millions of dollars. The public expects 
that officers will be appropriately punished and not 
simply given a slap on the wrist.” 

The Navy has been reeling from the fallout of the 
“Fat Leonard” scandal, a bribery scheme that has 
ensnared top officers and civilians. For years, de¬ 
fense contractor Leonard Glenn Francis lavished 
money and prostitutes, pricey meals, booze and 
lodging on sailors from the 7th Fleet in exchange 
for classified information that he used to gouge the 
Navy for servicing its ships. 

The 350-pound Francis, who owned Glenn De¬ 
fense Marine Asia, has pleaded guilty to defrauding 
the government of tens of millions of dollars and is 
cooperating with authorities. More than 17 senior 
Navy and Pentagon officials have pleaded guilty to 
criminal misconduct. 

The Navy has established an office to determine 
if hundreds of Navy officers who allegedly received 
something of value should be prosecuted. The office 
already has adjudicated more than 300 cases, ac¬ 
cording to the Pentagon inspector general. 

The new practice will not change how the Navy 
deals with commanders who fail to measure up, 
Hicks said. 

Questions about officers who have been relieved 
will be answered. 
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Trump subpoena mulled in Russia probe 


By Chad Day 
AND Eric Tucker 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The spe¬ 
cial counsel leading the Russia 
investigation raised the prospect 
in March of issuing a grand jury 
subpoena for President Donald 
Trump, his former attorney said, 
confirming that investigators 
have floated the extraordinary 
idea of forcing a sitting president 
to testify under oath. 

Attorney John Dowd told The 
Associated Press on Tuesday that 
special counsel Robert Mueller’s 
team broached the subject dur¬ 
ing a meeting with Trump’s legal 
team while they were negotiating 
the terms of a possible interview 
with the president. 

It was not immediately clear 
in what context the possibility 
of a subpoena was raised or how 
serious Mueller’s prosecutors 
were about the move. Mueller is 
probing not only Russian election 
interference and possible coordi¬ 
nation with Trump associates but 
possible obstruction of justice by 

Migrant 
journey 
heads to 
courts 

By Elliot Spagat 

Associated Press 

The caravan of Central Ameri¬ 
cans seeking asylum in the United 
States sought the world’s attention 
as scores of migrants traveled 
through Mexico on a journey to 
escape their violent homelands. 

Now that the group has arrived 
at the border, the next steps in 
their journey will unfold mostly 
out of public view. 

The caravan first drew atten¬ 
tion in the U.S. when President 
Donald Trump promised that his 
administration would seek to turn 
the families away. The rest of the 
asylum-seeking process will hap¬ 
pen slowly and secretively in im¬ 
migration courts. 

Dan Kowalski, editor of Bend¬ 
er’s Immigration Bulletin, said 
the public will “probably see very 
little (of the caravan cases) un¬ 
less the applicant is represented 
and the attorney makes an ef¬ 
fort to bring the client into the 
limelight.” 

A total of 28 caravan mem¬ 
bers were accepted for process¬ 
ing Monday and Tuesday by U.S. 
border inspectors at San Diego’s 
San Ysidro crossing, an official 
with U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection said. The crossing, the 
nation’s busiest, processed about 
50 asylum-seekers a day from Oc¬ 
tober through February, suggest¬ 
ing the wait will be short. 

Under U.S. asylum practices. 


Trump. 

Trump lashed out against the 
investigation in a familiar fashion 
Wednesday, saying on Twitter: 
“There was no Collusion (it is a 
Hoax) and there is no Obstruc¬ 
tion of Justice (that is a setup & 
trap).” 

Even if Mueller’s team decided 
to subpoena Trump as part of the 
investigation, he could still fight 
it in court or refuse to answer 
questions by invoking his Fifth 
Amendment protection from 
self-incrimination. 

Dowd’s comments come more 
than a month after he resigned 
from the legal team, and they 
provide a new window into the na¬ 
ture of the Trump lawyers’ inter¬ 
actions with the special counsel, 
whom the president has increas¬ 
ingly tried to undermine through 
public attacks. 

On Tuesday, Trump said it 
was “disgraceful” that a list of 
proposed questions drafted in re¬ 
sponse to Mueller’s negotiations 
with the legal team was “leaked” 
to the news media. 

The four dozen questions were 


people spend up to three days at 
the border inspection facility be¬ 
fore being transferred to a long¬ 
term detention center. An asylum 
officer interviews them for an 
initial screening, usually within a 
week or so, to determine if their 
cases should advance to immigra¬ 
tion court, which can take several 
years. 

The courts often conduct busi¬ 
ness behind closed doors. Files 
are not public, and, unlike in 
criminal or civil courts, access for 
journalists and others is limited. 

The caravan’s numbers, while 
tiny compared with previous 
surges of Central Americans to 
South Texas and Haitians to San 
Diego, will be a test of Trump’s 
tough words. Administration of¬ 
ficials have railed against what 
they call legal loopholes and 
“catch-and-release” policies that 


compiled by Trump’s lawyers 
during negotiations with Muel¬ 
ler’s investigators earlier this 
year over the prospect of a presi¬ 
dential interview. 

A person familiar with the mat¬ 
ter, who insisted on anonymity 
to discuss ongoing negotiations, 
told the AP that the president’s 
lawyers extrapolated the list of 
expected questions based on con¬ 
versations with Mueller’s team 
about the topics prosecutors 
wanted to cover in a potential sit 
down with Trump. The questions 
reflected what the defense law¬ 
yers anticipated Trump would be 
asked, rather than verbatim que¬ 
ries that Mueller’s team provided, 
the person said. 

The Washington Post first re¬ 
ported that Mueller’s team raised 
the possibility of a subpoena for 
Trump. The New York Times first 
published the list of questions. 

The questions do appear to in¬ 
dicate that Mueller is looking into 
possible collusion. Some touch on 
Russian meddling and whether 
the Trump campaign coordinated 
in any way with the Kremlin. In 


allow people seeking asylum to 
be freed while their cases are 
adjudicated, but any significant 
changes must be addressed by 
Congress or in the courts. 

Attorney General Jeff Sessions 
has pledged to send more im¬ 
migration judges to the border 
if needed and threatened crimi¬ 
nal prosecution. On Monday, the 
Justice Department said it filed 
illegal-entry charges against 
11 people identified as caravan 
members. 

Homeland Security Secretary 
Kirstjen Nielsen said asylum 
claims will be resolved “efficient¬ 
ly and expeditiously.” She also 
warned that anyone making false 
claims could be prosecuted and 
said asylum-seekers should seek 
protection in the first safe coun¬ 
try they reach, including Mexico. 

U.S. attorneys who coun- 


one question, Mueller asks what 
Trump knew about campaign 
staff, including his former cam¬ 
paign chairman Paul Manafort, 
reaching out to Moscow. 

Mueller has brought several 
charges against Manafort al¬ 
ready, including money launder¬ 
ing and bank fraud. None of the 
charges relates to allegations of 
Russian election interference 
and possible coordination with 
Trump associates, and Manafort 
has denied having anything to do 
with such an effort. 

The questions also involve key 
moments from the early months 
of the Trump administration, in¬ 
cluding his reaction to Attorney 
General Jeff Sessions’ recusal 
from the Russia investigation and 
Trump’s firing of his national se¬ 
curity adviser, Michael Flynn. 

One question asks whether 
there were any efforts to reach 
out to Flynn “about seeking im¬ 
munity or possible pardon” ahead 
of his guilty plea last year. Flynn 
is now cooperating with Mueller. 


seled asylum-seekers in Tijuana 
warned that they could be sepa¬ 
rated from family and spend 
many months in detention, a shift 
from the Obama administration. 

Separating asylum-seeking 
families has become more com¬ 
mon, as has detaining them 
while their cases wind through 
the courts, said Leon Rodriguez, 
director of U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Service from 2014 
to 2017, which oversees asylum 
petitions. 

Nearly 80 percent of asy¬ 
lum-seekers passed the initial 
screening from October through 
December, but few are likely to 
win asylum, which requires the 
petitioner to show well-founded 
fear of persecution on grounds 
of race, religion, nationality, po¬ 
litical beliefs or membership in a 
social group. 



Pasquale “Nino” Perrotta 


Security and 
Superfund 
heads leave 
tronbled EPA 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The two top 
officials in charge of security and 
toxic waste cleanups at the En¬ 
vironmental Protection Agency 
have abruptly left their jobs, days 
after EPA administrator Scott 
Pruitt told lawmakers that his 
subordinates were to blame for 
alleged ethical lapses that have 
prompted more than a dozen fed¬ 
eral investigations of the agency. 

In statements Tuesday, Pruitt 
praised the two men — security 
chief Pasquale “Nino” Perrotta 
and Albert Kelly, a former Okla¬ 
homa banker who ran the EPA’s 
Superfund program — and gave 
no reason for their unexpected 
departures. 

Perrotta was due to appear 
Wednesday for a transcribed in¬ 
terview by staffers of the House 
Oversight Committee, one of the 
congressional bodies and federal 
agencies that are probing report¬ 
ed excessive spending by Pruitt 
and other issues at the agency. 

EPA spokesperson Jahan Wil¬ 
cox said the two men’s departures 
were unrelated to the ongoing 
federal investigations, and said 
the agency was fully cooperating 
with the congressional probe, led 
by House Oversight Chairman 
Rep. Trey Gowdy, R-S.C. 

Pruitt’s spending on security, 
and some of the security con¬ 
tracts with Perrotta, are among 
the topics of the federal probes 
involving the EPA under Pruitt, 
a former Oklahoma attorney gen¬ 
eral. Pruitt, an ardent advocate of 
minimizing regulation, has sur¬ 
vived the kind of scandals that 
have brought down several other 
Cabinet appointees of President 
Donald Trump. 

On Tuesday, The Washington 
Post reported that a Pruitt trip 
to Morocco last December was 
partly arranged by a longtime 
friend and lobbyist, Richard 
Smotkin, who last month received 
a $40,000-a-month contract with 
the Moroccan government to pro¬ 
mote its cultural and economic in¬ 
terests. The trip, which has drawn 
scrutiny from federal watchdogs, 
cost more than $100,000, more 
than twice the amount previously 
estimated, the Post said. 

At House hearings last week, 
Pruitt weathered six hours of 
scathing questions, criticism and 
a couple of calls from congressio¬ 
nal Democrats to resign over the 
steady flow of news reports and 
announcements of new investi¬ 
gations involving alleged ethical 
lapses at his agency. 



Hans-Maximo Musielik/AP 


A girl who traveled with the annual caravan of Central American migrants seeking asylum in the U.S. 
awakens Tuesday outside the El Chaparral port of entry building in Tijuana, Mexico. 
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VETERANS 



Courtesy of Christopher Wilson/AP 


This photo shows cluttered and unsanitary conditions that 
Christopher Wilson, an Army veteran, found in an exam room where 
he waited to be seen at a Veterans Affairs clinic in Salt Lake CHy. 

Wilkie: Dirty Utah VA 
clinic shows the need 
for more private care 

By Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 


Support grows for use of 
ecstasy to help treat PTSD 


WASHINGTON — Robert 
Wilkie, acting secretary of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs, 
responded Tuesday to photos of a 
dirty VA clinic room in Salt Lake 
City by stressing the need for 
more private-sector health care 
to supplement VA services. 

In a statement Tuesday, Wilkie 
pushed Congress to pass legisla¬ 
tion by May 28 to reform the VA 
Choice program, which allows 
veterans to go into the private 
sector for medical care. Wilkie’s 
comments came after Christo¬ 
pher Wilson, an Army veteran 
who took the photos of the dirty 
room that went viral on the in¬ 
ternet, appeared on “Fox and 
Friends” on Tuesday morning. 

Brian Kilmeade, co-host of 
“Fox and Friends,” asked Wilson 
about his experience with the VA 
and whether he thought it was in¬ 
dicative of systemic problems. 

Wilson’s photos, which quickly 
spread on social media over the 
weekend, show an overflowing 
trash can, medical instruments 
strewn on the counter and a filthy 
sink in his exam room. Besides 
the dirty room, Wilson said he 
faced long wait times at the VA, 
and that his six-month follow-up 
appointment was set for Febru¬ 
ary 2019 —10 months away. 

“Would going to your own phy¬ 
sician be something that would 
fix it right away, allowing the 
same funding to use private?” 
Kilmeade asked. 

“Choice would be very help¬ 
ful,” Wilson responded. “It would 
take the strain off the VA system. 
It would give veterans more op¬ 
tions to get their treatment where 
they would like to, closer to their 
homes. People have to drive 150 
miles to be seen at the Salt Lake 
clinic. It’s a mess.” 

Wilson’s take on the issue is one 
often used by advocates who push 
for expanding the amount of pri¬ 
vate-sector care for VA patients. 

“Chris’s comments in support 


of health care choices outside of 
VA serve as an important remind¬ 
er how critical community care 
is for our nation’s veterans, par¬ 
ticularly in rural areas common 
in states like Utah and Montana,” 
Wilkie said in his statement. 

The debate over the VA Choice 
program has been long and con¬ 
tentious, and former VA Secre¬ 
tary David Shulkin blamed it 
for his ouster in March. He said 
some political appointees at the 
VA viewed him as an “obstacle to 
privatization.” 

On Monday, the liberal-leaning 
group VoteVets accused Wilkie 
in a lawsuit of working on behalf 
of President Donald Trump to 
privatize the VA. 

Lawmakers and veterans ad¬ 
vocates agree the VA Choice pro¬ 
gram needs to be fixed, but there’s 
disagreement over how far veter¬ 
ans’ care should be pushed into 
the private sector. Many veterans 
organizations believe “unfettered 
choice” would erode VA resourc¬ 
es and eventually dismantle the 
agency. 

The Choice program is expect¬ 
ed to run out of funding in early 
June, and the shortfall could soon 
disrupt appointments for thou¬ 
sands of veterans. 

“America’s veterans need Con¬ 
gress to come together now to 
support this crucial program and 
pass legislation before Memorial 
Day that will make it permanent,” 
Wilkie said. “Veterans like Chris 
Wilson deserve no less.” 

Wilkie described the situation 
with the dirty exam room, as 
well as Wilson’s 10-month wait 
for a follow-up appointment, as 
“unacceptable.” 

The VA is “doubling down” on 
making certain their treatment 
areas meet standards, he said. 
Wilkie also promised he would 
work with facility leaders in Salt 
Lake City to secure Wilson a 
timely six-month visit. 

wentling.nikki@stripes.com 
Twitter: @nikkiwentiing 


By Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Study re¬ 
sults published Tuesday show 
MDMA, commonly known as 
ecstasy, was effective in reduc¬ 
ing symptoms of post-traumatic 
stress disorder for some veterans 
— boosting evidence to make the 
psychedelic drug an approved 
treatment. 

The study, conducted by clinical 
investigator Michael Mithoefer 
and sponsored by the Multidis¬ 
ciplinary Association for Psy¬ 
chedelic Studies, was published 
in The Lancet, a peer-reviewed 
journal. It was one of six MAPS- 
sponsored studies during their 
Phase 2 trials of MDMA-assisted 
psychotherapy. 

During the trials, participants 
took a dose of MDMA and a clini¬ 
cian guided them through hours 
of intensive psychotherapy. Of 
the participants who received a 
full dose of MDMA in Mithoefer’s 
study, 68 percent no longer met 
the qualifications for a PTSD di¬ 
agnosis one month after their sec¬ 
ond session. 

The study had 26 participants, 
22 of which were veterans. Three 
were firefighters, and one was 
a police officer. All of them had 
chronic PTSD that was severe 
enough to resist treatment from 
traditional methods. 
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The veteran population expe¬ 
riences PTSD at a higher rate 
than the rest of the country. The 
Department of Veterans Affairs 
estimates between 11 and 20 per¬ 
cent of veterans who served in the 
Iraq and Afghanistan wars have 
PTSD in a given year. About 7 to 8 
percent of the US. population will 
suffer with PTSD at some point in 
their lives. 

One participant in Mithoefer’s 
study was a Marine Corps veter¬ 
an who served two tours in Iraq. 
He received treatment for PTSD 
at the VA but continued to have 
severe symptoms, including fits 
of “uncontrollable rage,” during 
which he would yell at his wife 
and punch holes in the wall, ac¬ 
cording to the study. 

During the psychotherapy, the 
veteran thought of the part of 
himself that’s full of rage. 

“I realized I have that part of 
me locked up in jail,” he is quoted 
as saying in the study. “I went and 
opened the door and hugged him, 
and his evil eyes faded away.” 

After his first session, his wife 
confirmed the veteran’s rage at¬ 
tacks stopped. Other symptoms 
improved over the following 
weeks, according to the study. 

“These results are further evi¬ 
dence that MDMA, used just two 
times at monthly intervals, can 


make psychotherapy much more 
effective and better tolerated,” 
Mithoefer said. 

As a result of the MAPS tri¬ 
als, the U.S. Food and Drug Ad¬ 
ministration recently designated 
MDMA as a “breakthrough ther¬ 
apy” to treat PTSD. 

The designation provides a 
fast-track for possible approval of 
MDMA as a prescription drug. 

MAPS will soon begin Phase 3 
trials — the final step before the 
FDA could make a decision on 
the treatment. 

MAPS is planning to enroll 200 
to 300 participants at 16 sites in 
the United States, Canada and 
Israel. Participants must be 18 
and older with severe PTSD. The 
trials will cost about $25 million, 
and MAPS is still attempting to 
raise $12.5 million. 

According to MAPS, if Phase 
3 trials demonstrate “significant 
efficacy and an acceptable safety 
profile,” the FDA is expected to 
approve MDMA-assisted psycho¬ 
therapy as a PTSD treatment by 
2021. 

“I’m excited that Phase 3 tri¬ 
als will soon confirm whether 
this therapy can be approved for 
widespread use in a few years,” 
Mithoefer said. 
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Iowa governor could OK new abortion curbs 


By Barbara Rodriguez 
AND Scott Stewart 

Associated Press 

DES MOINES, Iowa — Republican 
lawmakers with control of the Iowa state- 
house fast-tracked a bill early Wednesday 
that would ban most abortions once a fetal 
heartbeat is detected, usually around six 
weeks of pregnancy, sending what could 
be the nation’s most restrictive abortion 
legislation to the governor. 

Critics say the so-called “heartbeat” bill 
would ban the medical procedure before 
some women even know they’re pregnant, 
and it sets the state up for a legal challenge 
over its constitutionality. 

“How dare we think that the privacy 
and decisions of a woman and her medi¬ 
cal choices are up to us to determine?” said 
Rep. Vicki Leasing, an Iowa City Demo¬ 
crat, during House floor debate that began 
early afternoon Tuesday and stretched 


until shortly before midnight. “I am per¬ 
sonally offended by this bill that seems to 
second-guess a woman’s ability to make an 
unintended and difficult decision.” 

The measure was passed with nearly 
back-to-back chamber votes along party 
lines, culminating in approval in the Sen¬ 
ate shortly after 2 a.m. The bill now heads 
to Republican Gov. Kim Reynolds, who is 
anti-abortion but hasn’t said publicly if she 
will sign it into law. Her press secretary, 
Brenna Smith, indicated in an email the 
governor was open to signing it. 

“Governor Reynolds is 100 percent pro¬ 
life and will never stop fighting for the un¬ 
born,” Smith said. 

The legislation passed overnight has 
some exemptions, allowing abortions after 
a detectable heartbeat in order to save a 
pregnant woman’s life, and in some cases 
of rape and incest. Another provision pro¬ 
hibits some uses of fetal tissue, with ex¬ 
emptions for research. 


Republicans at the Iowa Capitol have 
long sought to approve legislation that 
would further restrict abortion, and their 
flip of the state Senate chamber in the 2016 
election gave them a trifecta of GOP power 
for the first time in nearly 20 years. Last 
session, they passed a bill banning most 
abortions after 20 weeks of pregnancy, 
which is in effect. A provision in that legis¬ 
lation requiring a three-day waiting period 
for abortions — among the longest wait pe¬ 
riods in the country — was challenged in 
court. It remains on hold amid litigation 
being considered by the state Supreme 
Court. 

During Tuesday night’s debate. Republi¬ 
cans praised the latest legislation. 

“A baby has become something we 
can throw away. This bill says it’s time to 
change the way we think about unborn 
life,” said Rep. Sandy Salmon, a Janesville 
Republican. 

If signed into law, the legislation could 


face challenges claiming it violates U.S. 
Supreme Court rulings, including Roe v. 
Wade. 

Some Republicans say they want the bill 
to abolish the landmark 1973 ruling that 
says women have a right to terminate preg¬ 
nancies until a fetus is viable. 

“I would love for the United States Su¬ 
preme Court to look at this bill and have 
this as a vehicle to overturn Roe v. Wade,” 
said Sen. Jake Chapman, a Republican 
from Adel. 

Several states have attempted to advance 
abortion bans in recent years. Mississippi 
passed a law earlier this year banning 
abortions after 15 weeks of pregnancy, but 
it’s on hold after a court challenge. 

A federal appeals court, whose terri¬ 
tory includes Iowa, rejected heartbeat bills 
passed in 2013 in North Dakota and Arkan¬ 
sas. The U.S. Supreme Court then declined 
to review the cases. 


Ariz. teachers 
pin strike’s end 
to bndget vote 



Ross D. Franklin/AP 


Teacher Taylor Dutro listens Tuesday as protest organizers in Phoenix announce 
Arizona teachers’ intentions to return to work if lawmakers pass a school funding plan. 


By Melissa Daniels 
Associated Press 

PHOENIX — Arizona educators gath¬ 
ered Wednesday in their red T-shirts at 
the state Capitol for a fifth and final day 
of a statewide walkout as the Republican- 
controlled Legislature was expected to 
pass a budget that still does not meet their 
demands. 

Organizers of the so-called #RedforEd 
movement said they planned to return to 
their classrooms on Thursday if the budget 
is approved. The funding plan includes a 
proposal to increase teacher salaries that 
was spearheaded by the Republican Gov. 
Doug Ducey and opposed by #RedforEd. 

After lawmakers began taking proce¬ 
dural steps to pass a budget over the past 
several days, educators had to change their 
tactics, said Arizona Education Associa¬ 
tion president Joe Thomas. 

“The writing is on the wall; they’re going 
to ignore the students and teachers and 
plight of the schools, and they’re going to 
put through the budget they want,” he said. 

Now, the movement will pivot to longer- 
term efforts, like a ballot initiative to create 
an increased funding stream and electing 
lawmakers who support public education 
funding. Thomas said he’s confident that 
educators and their supporters will remain 
mobilized. 

“We have so many people now that are 
paying attention to what’s going on, they 
will never turn away from this fight now,” 
he said. “They understand that there are 
people down here who do not care as much 
about students as they care.” 

The Republican-backed $10.4 billion 
budget doesn’t come near the $1 billion in 
new funding that the #RedforEd campaign 


demanded in order to see public education 
funding restored to pre-Great Recession 
levels. But it does boost education fund¬ 
ing by more than $300 million, said Noah 
Karvelis, a music teacher and organizer 
with Arizona Educators United — and 
much of that money wasn’t involved in the 
spending plan until the movement started. 

“A month ago, this governor was ignor¬ 
ing our voices,” he said. 

Karvelis helped create Arizona Edu¬ 
cators United with other teachers after a 
strike in West Virginia yielded a 5 percent 
pay raise. 

Educators in Arizona voted in support of 
a statewide walkout after Ducey proposed 
his plan to give teachers a 20 percent raise 


by 2020, a plan that includes a 9 percent 
raise in the coming year. They said it re¬ 
lied on fuzzy math, ignored the salaries of 
support staff and failed to address class¬ 
room funding needs. 

Ducey’s plan has support from a litany 
of education groups including the Arizona 
School Administrators Association, the 
Arizona School Boards Association and 
the Arizona Charter Schools Association, 
as well as other business and education 
groups. 

“This budget supports Arizona’s top 
priorities by improving the public educa¬ 
tion system and rewarding our teachers,” 
Ducey tweeted on Tuesday in support of 
his plan. 


White man guilty in severe beating of black man at Virginia rally 


Associated Press 

CHARLOTTESVILLE, Va. — A white 
Arkansas man charged in the beating of a 
black man during a violent white national¬ 
ist rally in Charlottesville, Va., has been 
found guilty of malicious wounding. 

News outlets report Jacob Scott Good¬ 


win, 23, was found guilty Tuesday for the 
August attack on DeAndre Harris, 20. 

The jury recommended a sentence of 10 
years, with the option of suspending some 
time and a $20,000 fine. 

Harris suffered a spinal injury, a broken 
arm and head lacerations after the park¬ 
ing garage assault. Three others were 


arrested. 

Goodwin claimed self-defense. How¬ 
ever, Assistant Commonwealth’s Attorney 
Nina-Alice Antony says it was Goodwin 
who wanted to square off 
The rally was held to protest the planned 
removal of a statue of Confederate Gen. 
Robert E. Lee from a city park. 


17 states sue 
over plan on 
car emissions 

Associated Press 

SACRAMENTO, Calif — California 
and 16 other states sued the Trump ad¬ 
ministration Tuesday over its plan to scrap 
Obama-era auto emissions standards that 
would require vehicles to get significantly 
higher gas mileage by 2025. 

At issue is a move by Environmental Pro¬ 
tection Agency administrator Scott Pruitt 
to roll back 2012 rules aimed at curbing 
greenhouse gas emissions. Under those 
rules, vehicles would have to get 36 miles 
of real-world driving per gallon, about 10 
miles over the existing standard. 

“Pollutants coming out of vehicles, out of 
the tailpipe, does permanent lung damage 
to children living near well-traveled roads 
and freeways. This is a fact. The only way 
we’re going to overcome that is by reduc¬ 
ing emissions,” Gov. Jerry Brown said in 
announcing the lawsuit along with other 
top California Democrats. 

The rules were set six years ago when 
California and the Obama administration 
agreed to a single nationwide fuel economy 
standard. 

Pruitt has argued that assumptions 
about gas prices and vehicle technology 
used by the Obama administration to set 
the standards were too optimistic. And he 
said the standards would hurt automakers 
and consumers who can’t afford or don’t 
want to buy more fuel-efficient vehicles. 

Automakers have likewise argued that 
the Obama-era rules would cost the in¬ 
dustry billions of dollars and raise vehicle 
prices because of the cost of developing 
the necessary technology. EPA represen¬ 
tatives did not immediately respond to an 
email seeking comment on the lawsuit. 

California officials say the standards are 
achievable and the EPA’s effort to repeal 
them is not based on any new research. 
They argue the plan violates the federal 
Clean Air Act and didn’t follow the agen¬ 
cy’s own regulations. 

The lawsuit was filed in the U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals for the District of Colum¬ 
bia. Joining California were Connecticut, 
Delaware, Illinois, Iowa, Maine, Maryland, 
Minnesota, New Jersey, New York, Oregon, 
Rhode Island, Vermont, Washington, Mas¬ 
sachusetts, Pennsylvania, Virginia and the 
District of Columbia. All have Democratic 
attorneys general. 
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You rely on your military community 
when you’re far from home. 

We get that. 

Use our community sites to connect and share during 
your time overseas. With base information, travel tips, 
restaurant reviews and even the score of your son’s 
high school basketball game, we’ve got you covered. 


Visit one of our community sites today! 

Sfri^sQ UAM sjcgBOKINAWA 


guam.stripes.com ■okiimawa.stbipes.comI 


^^NDREA %i^JAPAN 


KOREA.STRIPES.COM ■ JAPAN.STRIPES.COM 



Stay connected and hey, 
welcome to the neighborhood. 


EUROPE STRIPES.COM 
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Boys, girls welcome 
to join Scouts BSA 

New name reflects Boy Scouts’ policy change 


Charles Krupa/AP 

Tatum Weir, center, carries a toolbox she built as her twin brother, Ian, left, follows after a March 1 Cub 
Scout meeting in Madbury, N.H. Fifteen communities in New Hampshire are part of an “early adopter” 
program to allow girls to become Cub Scouts and eventually Boy Scouts. 


By David Crary 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — For 108 years, 
the Boy Scouts of America’s flag¬ 
ship program has been known 
simply as the Boy Scouts. With 
girls soon entering the ranks, the 
group says that iconic name will 
change. 

The organization on Wednes¬ 
day announced a new name for its 
Boy Scouts program: Scouts BSA. 
The change will take effect next 
February. 

Chief Scout Executive Mike 
Surbaugh said many possibilities 
were considered during lengthy 
and “incredibly fun” delibera¬ 
tions before the new name was 
chosen. 

“We wanted to land on some¬ 
thing that evokes the past but also 
conveys the inclusive nature of the 
program going forward,” he said. 
“We’re trying to find the right 
way to say we’re here for both 
young men and young women.” 

The parent organization will re¬ 
main the Boy Scouts of America, 
and the Cub Scouts — its program 
for 7- to 10-year-olds — will keep 
its title, as well. 

But the Boy Scouts — the pro¬ 
gram for 11- to 17-year-olds—will 
now be Scouts BSA. 

The organization has already 


started admitting girls into the 
Cub Scouts, and Scouts BSA be¬ 
gins accepting girls next year. 

Surbaugh predicted that both 
boys and girls in Scouts BSA 
would refer to themselves sim¬ 
ply as Scouts, rather than adding 
“boy” or “girl” as a modifier. 

The program for the older boys 
and girls will largely be divided 
along gender lines, with single¬ 
sex units pursuing the same types 
of activities, earning the same 
array of merit badges and poten¬ 
tially having the same pathway to 
the coveted Eagle Scout award. 

Surbaugh said that having 
separate units for boys and girls 
should alleviate concerns that 
girls joining the BSA for the first 
time might be at a disadvantage in 
seeking leadership opportunities. 

So far, more than 3,000 girls 
have joined roughly 170 Cub 
Scout packs participating in the 
first phase of the new policy, and 
the pace will intensify this sum¬ 
mer under a nationwide multime¬ 
dia recruitment campaign titled 
“Scout Me In.” 

The name change comes amid 
strained relations between the 
Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts of 
America. 

Girl Scout leaders said they 
were blindsided by the move, and 


they are gearing up an aggressive 
campaign to recruit and retain 
girls as members. 

Among the initiatives is cre¬ 
ation of numerous new badges that 
girls can earn, focusing on out¬ 
door activities and on science, en¬ 
gineering, technology and math. 
The organization is expanding 
corporate partnerships in both of 
those areas and developing a Girl 
Scout Network Page on Linkedin 
to support career advancement 
for former Girl Scouts. 

“Girl Scouts is the premier 
leadership development organi¬ 


zation for girls,” said Sylvia Ace¬ 
vedo, the Girl Scouts’ CEO. “We 
are, and will remain, the first 
choice for girls and parents who 
want to provide their girls oppor¬ 
tunities to build new skills ... and 
grow into happy, successful, civi- 
cally engaged adults.” 

The Girl Scouts and the BSA are 
among several mgjor youth orga¬ 
nizations in the U.S. experiencing 
sharp drops in membership in re¬ 
cent years. Reasons include com¬ 
petition from sports leagues, a 
perception by some families that 
they are old-fashioned and busy 


family schedules. 

The Boy Scouts say current 
youth participation is about 2.3 
million, down from 2.6 million in 
2013 and more than 4 million in 
peak years of the past. 

The Girl Scouts say they have 
about 1.76 million girls and more 
than 780,000 adult members, 
down from just over 2 million 
youth members and about 800,000 
adult members in 2014. 

The overall impact of the BSA’s 
policy change on Girl Scouts 
membership won’t be known any¬ 
time soon. 



Calif, official autopsy finds 
man was shot 7 times, not 8 


Associated Press 

SACRAMENTO, Calif — An 
official autopsy released Tuesday 
says an unarmed black man was 
shot seven times, not eight as con¬ 
cluded by an independent doctor 
hired by the man’s family. 

A pathologist retained by the 
Sacramento County coroner says 
that’s a crucial distinction because 
it shows the pathologist hired by 
the family of Stephon Clark mis¬ 
took an exit wound for an eighth 
entry wound, creating an impres¬ 
sion that police first shot Clark 
from the side or back. 

Clark, 22, was most likely shot as 
he approached police, a conclusion 
that is consistent with the officers’ 
story of the fatal encounter. Dr. 
Gregory Reiber wrote after review¬ 
ing the official autopsy along with 
video taken by the two officers’ 
body-worn cameras and a sheriff’s 
helicopter circling overhead. 

The autopsy also says Clark was 
legally drunk and had traces of 
marijuana, cocaine and codeine in 
his system when he was shot, but 
the report said the toxicology find¬ 
ings are not directly relevant to the 
fatal shooting. 

The officers shot Clark after 
chasing him into his grandparents’ 
backyard. They were responding 
to a report of someone breaking 
car windows and said they shot 
Clark because they thought he was 


approaching them while pointing a 
handgun. 

Investigators found only a 
cellphone. 

The slaying set off weeks of pro¬ 
tests as demonstrators called for 
the officers to be fired and crimi¬ 
nally charged. 

Benjamin Crump, a spokesman 
for the family’s attorney, did not 
immediately comment. 

The pathologist hired by the 
family. Dr. Bennet Omalu, told The 
Sacramento Bee he found it strange 
that the coroner’s office brought in 
its own independent pathologist to 
review the official autopsy. 

Omalu found that Clark was hit 
by six bullets in the back, one in the 
neck and one in the thigh, and took 
three to 10 minutes to die. Police 
waited about five minutes before 
rendering medical aid. 

The official autopsy found that 
Clark was hit three times in his 
right back; in the right front of his 
neck; his right arm; in his right 
chest, slightly back to front; and in 
the left thigh. 

Two bullets perforated his lungs, 
with one of those two bullets hit¬ 
ting his heart and aorta and anoth¬ 
er bullet striking his spine. 

The direction of the bullets “do 
not support the assertion that Clark 
was shot primarily from behind as 
asserted by Omalu,” Reiber wrote. 



Ted Shaffrey/AP 


Boeing specialists use an ultrasonic scanner to look for damage 
in the wing of an F/Arl8 Super Hornet in St. Louis last week. 
This fighter aircraft, at the end of its original lifespan, is set to 
undei^o updates to keep it in the fleet for another dozen years. 


Boeing gets 
first of 4 
jets set for 
$73M rehab 

Associated Press 

ST. LOUIS — An old fighter jet 
being refurbished at a hangar in St. 
Louis is the first of several planes 
being sent to the Boeing facility as the 
Pentagon spends the biggest budget 
in its history. 

Boeing executives and U.S. Navy 
members will celebrate with an in¬ 
duction ceremony Thursday. 

The first-arrived Super Hornet had 
been flown by the Navy’s Gladiators 
Strike Fighter Squadron in Virginia 
Beach since 2004. It’s among four 
planes that will undergo upgrades 
this year at a cost of $73 million to 
keep them in the fleet for another 
dozen years. 

Boeing has a contract to deliver 134 
new F/A-18 Super Hornets over the 
next few years. Each costs more than 
$70 million. 

At $700 billion, the U.S. defense 
budget is bigger than any other coun¬ 
try’s. The biggest winners in the mili¬ 
tary buildup are the country’s largest 
defense contractors, such as Boeing, 
Lockheed Martin and General Dy¬ 
namics, which spend millions of dol¬ 
lars each year lobbying Congress. 
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Basque militant group 
says it has ‘dissolved’ 

MADRID — The Basque mili¬ 
tant group ETA announced that 
it has “completely dissolved all 
its structures” in a letter sent to 
Basque institutions and civil soci¬ 
ety groups. 

In the letter, dated April 16 
but made public Wednesday in 
the Spanish online newspaper 
eldiario.es, ETA said it acknowl¬ 
edges its responsibility in fail¬ 
ing to solve the Basque “political 
conflict.” 

ETA, whose initials stand for 
“Euskadi ta Askatasuna” — or 
“Basque Homeland and Free¬ 
dom” — killed 853 people in its 
armed campaign to create an in¬ 
dependent Basque state in north¬ 
ern Spain and southern France. 

Responding to the announce¬ 
ment, Spanish Interior Minister 
Juan Ignacio Zoido vowed to keep 
investigating unresolved crimes 
attributed to ETA. He said police 
will “continue to pursue the ter¬ 
rorists, wherever they may be.” 

France’s Macron: Aussie 
PM’s wife ‘delicious’ 

SYDNEY — Was it a Freudian 
slip by French President Em¬ 
manuel Macron? A joke linked to 
French gastronomy? Or even, a 
week after his visit to Washing¬ 
ton, a parody of President Don¬ 
ald Trump’s infamous comments 
about Macron’s wife? 

Whatever the case. Macron 
raised eyebrows in Sydney on 
Wednesday by calling Australian 
Prime Minister Malcolm Turn- 
bull’s wife “delicious.” 

Wrapping up a joint news con¬ 
ference during his brief Aus¬ 
tralian visit. Macron moved to 
thank the Turnbulls for their 
hospitality. 

“I want to thank you for your 
welcome, thank you and your de¬ 
licious wife for your warm wel¬ 
come,” he said. 

Some felt Macron may sim¬ 
ply have slipped up in his use of 
English, since the French word 
for delicious — delicieux — also 
translates as “delightful.” 

109 in custody in Paris 
over May Day violence 

PARIS—Some 109 people were 
in custody in Paris on Wednes¬ 
day suspected of offenses includ¬ 
ing carrying prohibited weapons 
and firing projectiles after May 
Day protests against reforms by 
French President Emmanuel Ma¬ 
cron turned violent, French au¬ 
thorities said. 

Authorities blamed the violence 
on masked attackers from a lib¬ 
ertarian group called the Black 
Blocs that numbered around 
1,200 people in total and were on 
the margins of the 20,000-strong 
protest. 

The television images have 
turned criticism toward the Paris 
authorities, whom some accuse 
of being slow to react to quell the 
tensions. 

Interior Minister Gerard Col- 
lomb defended his police to The 
Associated Press, saying the 
masked individuals’ infiltration 
among protesters meant the ability 
of authorities to stop the violence 
without threatening the safety of 
the public was hampered. 

From The Associated Press 


Attack hits Libyan eiection commission 


By Rami Musa 
Associated Press 

BENGHAZI, Libya — A suicide bomber 
and other militants attacked Libya’s election 
commission in the capital Wednesday, killing 
at least 12 people in what appeared to be an 
attempt to disrupt a vote planned for later this 
year. 

The suicide bomber blew himself up inside 
the building in central Tripoli while other 
militants set fire to it. Health Ministry spokes¬ 
woman Wedad Abu Niran told The Associated 
Press. Videos posted on social media showed 
thick black smoke billowing from the building 
and security forces engaging in a gunbattle 
with militants. 

No one immediately claimed responsibility 
for the raid, which the ministry said in a state¬ 
ment killed 12 and wounded seven. Islamic 


extremists in Libya are opposed to democrat¬ 
ic elections and have targeted them in other 
countries. 

“(It) is a clear manifestation of everything 
that is wrong with the current shortsighted 
narrative of fake security and ‘progress,’” 
said Hanan Salah, of Human Rights Watch, 
in a post on social media. Her group has un¬ 
derlined how elections will be difficult while 
Libya remains dominated by a patchwork of 
armed groups who continue extrajudicial kill¬ 
ings, property confiscation, forced disappear¬ 
ances, arbitrary detention and torture. 

Foreign embassies, observers and other 
institutions promptly condemned the attack 
as an attempt to undermine stability in Libya 
as it heads toward its general election later 
this year. The U.N. mission to Libya said that 
violence “will not deter Libyans from moving 
forward in the process of establishing national 


unity and the rule of law and institutions.” 

Libya was plunged into chaos following the 
2011 uprising that toppled and killed Moam- 
mar Gadhafi and is now split between rival 
governments, each backed by an array of mi¬ 
litias. A U.N.-backed government is based in 
Tripoli. 

Earlier this week, the international Quartet 
trying to help bring order to Libya said it sup¬ 
ports holding presidential and parliamentary 
elections this year and will provide observers 
and electoral assistance to ensure the voting 
is free and fair. 

In a joint statement following a meeting in 
Cairo on Monday, the European Union, the Af¬ 
rican Union, the Arab League and the United 
Nations said Libyans must commit in advance 
to respect and abide by the results and avoid 
violence or intimidation. 


Peppa Pig character attracts censors in China 



Andy Wong/AP 


A child reacts to the Peppa Pig toys on display at the British 
Hamleys toy store in Beijing on Wednesday. 


By Yanan Wang 
Associated Press 

BEIJING — A cherubic British 
cartoon character has become 
an unlikely target of China’s cen¬ 
sors as fans use her porcine like¬ 
ness in rap videos and “gangster” 
tattoos. 

The bright pink swine’s sub¬ 
versive alter-ego has made her a 
viral hit but also an apparent tar¬ 
get of government workers who 
police the internet. 

Videos with the hashtag #Pep- 
paPig could not be searched 
Wednesday on Douyin, a popular 
video app. The catchphrase “Get 
a tattoo of Peppa Pig, give a round 
of applause to ‘gangsters’” was 
also not searchable on the Weibo 
microblogging platform, which 
posted a message saying it was 
acting “in accordance with rel¬ 
evant legal regulations.” 

Regulators have been ratchet¬ 
ing up control over Chinese blogs 
and apps in recent months. A con¬ 
troversial cybersecurity law was 
introduced last June as part of 
President Xi Jinping’s efforts to 
tighten control over what China’s 
public can see and say online 
while still trying to reap the eco¬ 
nomic benefits of internet use. 

It was not clear whether the 
censorship of Peppa on Douyin 
was prompted by a government 


mandate. 

Bytedance saw its social net¬ 
working app Neihan Duanzi 
shut down by the State Admin- 
stration of Radio and Television 
last month. The app was a hub 
for GIFs, memes and often-vul- 
gar humor which the authorities 
deemed “unhealthy.” The compa¬ 
ny’s chief executive, Zhang Yim- 
ing, said in an apologetic statement 
at the time that he would increase 


the size of the content-monitoring 
team to 10,000 employees. 

Chinese media said there had 
been at least 30,000 clips under 
Peppa’s hashtag on Douyin. Vari¬ 
ations on the name, such as “Pig- 
Pig” or “PeppaPeppa” are still 
searchable. 

In a statement to The Associ¬ 
ated Press, Douyin denied that 
it has “banned” Peppa Pig. But a 
source close to the company who 


spoke on condition of anonymity 
because he was not authorized to 
speak on its behalf said Douyin re¬ 
moved some user-generated vid¬ 
eos featuring Peppa Pig that the 
company deemed inappropriate. 

Internet users have aligned 
Peppa with the culture of “shehu- 
iren” — literally “society people” 
— which connotes a gangster at¬ 
titude and street smarts. 

The Global Times, a state-run 
newspaper, wrote Monday that 
the moniker “refers to people who 
run counter to the mainstream 
value and are usually poorly edu¬ 
cated with no stable job. They are 
unruly slackers roaming around 
and the antithesis of the young 
generation the (ruling Commu¬ 
nist) Party tries to cultivate.” 

The party newspaper People’s 
Daily likewise warned last week 
that Peppa “should not be allowed 
to destroy children’s childhoods.” 
It noted that Peppa has been used 
to sell merchandise not connected 
with the original brand. 

On her show, Peppa and her 
animal friends partake in mun¬ 
dane activities such as bike rid¬ 
ing and swimming. But “society 
people” have co-opted innocuous 
lines from the program for their 
own satirical takes, such as play¬ 
ing lewd rap songs after a scene 
in which Peppa says: “I like this. 
It’s very grown-up.” 


Japan’s Abe seeks support to revise constitution 


By Mari Yamaguchi 

Associated Press 

TOKYO — Japanese Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe sought public 
support Tuesday for his long-cher¬ 
ished goal of revising the country’s 
war-renouncing constitution amid 
widening scandals that have hurt 
his government’s popularity. 

Abe said he wants Japan’s Self- 
Defense Force to be officially 
recognized by the constitution as 
the country’s military. Opponents 
say the revision could expand 
Japan’s military role beyond cur¬ 
rent limits. 

“Finally, it’s time for us to 


tackle a revision to the constitu¬ 
tion. And it’s you, the people, who 
are to play the primary role,” 
Abe said in a statement read by 
a senior member of his ruling 
Liberal Democratic Party at an 
annual campaign rally for char¬ 
ter change. Abe is currently trav¬ 
eling in the Middle East. 

Pubhc opinion has been split 
despite an expanded campaign to 
drum up support for a constitu¬ 
tional amendment in recent years. 
Demands for change have been 
led mainly by Abe’s party, not the 
public. Abe’s ruhng block holds 
the necessary two-thirds m^or- 


ity in both houses of parliament to 
propose a revision, but its junior 
partner, the Komei party, is reluc¬ 
tant to accept a charter change. 

Japan’s postwar constitution 
renounces the use of force in set¬ 
tling international conflicts and 
limits the military to self-defense 
— although Japan has a well- 
equipped modem army, navy and 
air force that work closely with 
the U.S. The Self-Defense Force, 
established less than a decade 
after Japan’s World War II defeat, 
was once controversial but is now 
widely accepted as Japan’s legiti¬ 
mate military. 


Abe, after seeing his party’s 
earlier proposal for a more dras¬ 
tic revision of the constitution’s 
war-renouncing Article 9 fail to 
gain public support, began argu¬ 
ing that many Japanese scholars 
still consider the Self-Defense 
Force unconstitutional and that 
the constitution needs to be re¬ 
vised to spell out its legitimacy. 

Earlier Tuesday, thousands of 
participants in a May Day rally 
opposed the proposed constitu¬ 
tional revision and demanded 
Abe’s resignation over his sus¬ 
pected role in widening cronyism 
scandals. 
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Police: Man broke into 
Taco Bell to eat shells 

^ A PASADENA — Police 
said a man showed up 
at a Southern California police 
station and confessed to breaking 
into a Taco Bell because he was 
drunk and hungry. 

Lt. Pete Hettema said witnesses 
gave a description of the suspect 
in the break-in early Saturday in 
Pasadena, and a few hours later a 
man matching the description ad¬ 
mitted to the crime. The suspect 
told police he had been drinking 
and wanted a snack, so he broke 
into the restaurant to eat taco 
shells. 

The San Gabriel Valley Tribune 
said Jose Cruz, 22, of Pasadena, 
could face charges including 
commercial burglary. 

Trucks keep ramming 
historic covered bridge 

^ A SMYRNA — A his- 
toric covered bridge 
in Georgia that was rebuilt after 
being burned down during the 
Civil War now faces a different 
foe: GPS systems. 

WABE-FM reported that since 
December five vehicles have 
rammed into the top of the 7-foot- 
high warning beam just before 
the entrance to the Concord Cov¬ 
ered Bridge. 

Cobb County spokesman Ross 
Cavitt said officials attribute a 
spike in accidents to navigation 
apps that lead oversized vehicles 
to the bridge. He said the county 
is working with such companies 
to see if they can provide in-app 
warnings. 

2 hurt in crash during 
blinding dirt storm 

QD MILLER — Authori- 
ties say blowing dirt 
led to a two-vehicle crash that se¬ 
riously injured two people in cen¬ 
tral South Dakota. 

The dirt storm prompted au¬ 
thorities to shut down a stretch of 
U.S. Highway 14 near Miller for 
six hours Sunday and led motor¬ 
ists through zero visibility caused 
when high winds blew dirt from 
freshly plowed fields across the 
highway. 

South Dakota Public Safety 
spokesman Tony Mangan said two 
people suffered serious but non¬ 
life-threatening injuries when one 
vehicle was rear-ended by another 
on Highway 14 west of Miller. 

TSA finds knife hidden 
inside shampoo bottle 

ly^ CHARLOTTE — A 
1^%^ Jupiter, Fla., tried to 
board a flight last week at Char¬ 
lotte Douglas International Air¬ 
port with a knife hidden inside a 
bottle of shampoo, the Charolotte 
Observer reported. 

Transportation Security Ad¬ 
ministration officials said officers 
noticed something wrong with the 
bag of Gonzalo Gonzalez, 72, as it 
was being scanned at a security 
checkpoint on April 26, and when 
they checked it, they found the 
knife in the shampoo minibottle. 

Gonzalez was charged with 
carrying a concealed weapon. 


THE CENSUS 

3 The number of bears found outside a Florida home, one of which was stuck inside an SUV. State wildlife of¬ 
ficials are working to trap an adult female they believe was at the home. Rikki Koberg-Perrero told news outlets 
she and her family heard loud noises outside their Longwood home Saturday night. They discovered two bears 
near their garage and one inside their Ford Expedition. They called 911. The bear exited the SUV after an officer 
opened a door. Koberg-Perrero said the seats were ripped up and the vehicle is a total loss. The bears ran away, and no one 
was injured. The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission said it’s likely the female killed one dog in the area and 
severely injured another. 



Andy Bronson, The (Everett, Wash.) Herald/AP 


Multitudinous tulips 

Vincent Chen, of Miami, takes photos of tulips at the RoozenGaarde Display Garden during the final day of the Tulip Festival on Monday in 
Mount Vernon, Wash. The display garden covers 5 acres and features more than 250,000 bulbs. 


Boy, 10, dies after 
hiding in tumble dryer 

XY HOUSTON — Po- 
I W lice said a Houston 
boy died after he climbed into a 
tumble dryer during a game of 
hide-and-seek. 

The Harris County medical ex¬ 
aminer’s office said Monday the 
boy was electrocuted. Investiga¬ 
tors initially thought he may have 
suffocated when he climbed into 
the machine in the laundry room 
of an apartment complex Friday. 

Christina Rodriguez identified 
the child to KTRK-TV as her son, 
Fernando Hernandez Jr., 10. 

Police Detective Michael Ar¬ 
rington told the Houston Chroni¬ 
cle that other children who were 
playing with Fernando found him 
unresponsive in the dryer. 

Officer throttles coyote 
during attack on child 

ly Y THORNWOOD — An 
1 off-duty police officer 
jumped on a coyote and throttled 
it as the animal attacked a young 
girl on a suburban New York 
playground. 


Kasey King-Petrellese told 
WNBC the coyote appeared out of 
nowhere and ran “like a cheetah” 
toward her daughter, Natalia, 5, 
and 3-year-old son on Sunday in 
Thornwood. The family fled, but 
the coyote caught up to them. 

King-Petrellese kicked and 
punched the animal as it moved in 
and bit Natalia. Off-duty Irving¬ 
ton Officer Arcangelo Liberatore 
said he put his hands around its 
neck and “tried to squeeze the life 
out of it.” 

Mount Pleasant police then 
shot and killed the coyote. 

Phony Bigfoot tracker 
charged with child porn 

An WALNUT RIDGE — 
Authorities said an Ar¬ 
kansas man under investigation 
for claiming he tracked Bigfoot 
for the U.S. government has been 
arrested on a child pornography 
charge. 

The Northwest Arkansas Dem¬ 
ocrat-Gazette reported that Keith 
Barnes, 46, was arrested last 
week. Lawrence County sher¬ 
iff’s officials said they received 
an anonymous tip that Barnes 
viewed or possessed child por¬ 


nography during their imperson¬ 
ation investigation. 

The investigation began after 
people reported seeing Barnes 
wearing a uniform with a badge 
and claiming he was a cryp¬ 
tozoologist with the Interior 
Department. 

The department said that job 
title doesn’t exist and Barnes 
doesn’t work for the agency. 

Court records allege 
man waterboarded wife 

NEWPORT BEACH 
— A Newport Beach 
man is facing multiple felony 
charges that he beat and tortured 
his 65-year-old wife in their home 
in January, according to Orange 
County Superior Court records. 

Senior Deputy District Attor¬ 
ney Mark Geller told City News 
Service that Richard David 
Schlosser, 36, “kept her captive in 
the apartment for hours. He actu¬ 
ally waterboarded her.” 

Schlosser faces one count each 
of torture, corporal injury on a 
spouse, false imprisonment and 
criminal threats. 

He has pleaded not guilty to all 
charges, court records show. 


Student sues over ban 
on pro-gun T-shirt 

RENO — An eighth¬ 
ly w grade Nevada student 
has filed a federal lawsuit accus¬ 
ing the Washoe County School 
District of violating his First 
Amendment rights after he says 
he was told his pro-gun T-shirt 
violates the district’s dress code. 

The suit filed last week in U.S. 
District Court in Reno says the 
district policy prohibiting depic¬ 
tions of “anything that promotes 
weapons” is unconstitutional. 

The Reno Gazette Journal first 
reported on its website that the 
boy who attends Depoali Middle 
School in Reno was disciplined 
twice for wearing pro-gun cloth¬ 
ing. One shirt had a logo for a 
local gun store with silhouettes 
of a rifle and a handgun. Another 
promoted the Firearms Policy 
Coalition with the words, “Don’t 
Tread on Me.” 

School District spokeswoman 
Megan Downs said Wednesday 
school officials are reviewing the 
allegations but don’t have any im¬ 
mediate comment. 

From wire reports 
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20th Century Fox/AP 

Ryan Reynolds stars in the movie “Deadpool 2,” premiering in the U.S. and some installation theaters May 18. 


Stan ‘Deadpool 2’ is about an act of kindness changing the world 


By Lindsey BAHRMssociated Press 


A fter being stuck in development for over a decade, “Deadpool” broke box-office re¬ 
cords and shattered ideas about what an R-rated superhero movie could do when it 
debuted in February 2016. Now the foul-mouthed mercenary is back with a sequel 
that’s gearing up to play in the big leagues — the summer movie season. 

Star and producer Ryan Reynolds spoke to The Associated Press about what to expect when 
Deadpool returns to theaters on May 18. 

Remarks have been edited for clarity and brevity. 


Associated Press: The first is so 
wild and jam-packed with every¬ 
thing. Did you hold anything back 
or save anything thinking that there 
would be a sequel? 

Reynolds: Oh my God we put every¬ 
thing out there. We had no pie in the sky 
notions that we would be guaranteed a 
sequel after this. But (screenwriters) 
Rhett (Reese) and Paul (Wernick) and 
I had been working together for, God, 
coming on eight years now. We worked 
on the first script together for years 
before it even got close to being green- 
lit and while shooting the first film, we 
were already coming up with a story 
for the second one. But at the time it 
wasn’t something that was a reality; it 
was just something we loved. I think 
that at the end of the day the driving 
force behind “Deadpool” is that there 
are a great number of people who ab¬ 
solutely love every aspect of it. I think 
that’s what translates to the audience. 
There is an authentic joy and love for 
what we’re doing and we have so much 
fun doing it and you can’t help but feel 
that through the screen. 

Is there anything that is off-limits 
for Deadpool? 

Not really. To make a great rated-R 
comic book film you’ve definitely got to 
push the boundaries a httle bit and we 
leave that to the editing process to fig¬ 
ure out what we want to keep and what 
we don’t. Tone is so critical in these 
movies and at the heart of “Deadpool” 
is always a very emotional story. You 
have to circle around that before you 
think about comedy bits or trying to 
incite reactions or that sort of thing. So 
“Deadpool 2” is really, at its core, about 
how one act of kindness can change the 


"wJ Get news and reviews 
of this season’s flicks 
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world. It’s sort of a nature versus nur¬ 
ture story at its heart and that’s criti¬ 
cal to the film as a whole. Then you can 
model which sort of comedic set pieces 
you want around that. But at the end 
of the day it’s got to be an engrossing 
story and that’s the thing that we were 
most focused on from the get-go. 

That's very sweet and sincere! 
And here I was thinking the most 
sincere thing about “Deadpool" was 
the Wikipedia page. Everything else 
from the logline to the marketing 
leans into the irreverence of it. 

Deadpool at his heart is sort of like a 
child. Like, yeah he can be vulgar, yeah 
he can act out but at its core there is a 
certain innocence to other aspects of 
him and I think that is something that’s 
really important with the character. He 
sees the world through the prism of a 
child’s eyes sometimes and that’s also 
why he’s tempestuous and obnoxious 
and misguided so much of the time too. 

How are you feeling leading up to 
the release? With a summer date, 
it’s playing in the big leagues now. 

For us that’s been a dream come 
true as well. Having “Deadpool” posi¬ 
tioned as a summer movie gives us a 
little more license to go a bit bigger, but 
at the same time our budgets are not 
comparable to some of the big Marvel 
movies. But necessity is the mother of 
invention so the less we have, the more 
creative we have to get. It has all the 


same principles and tenets as the first 
film which Dave Leitch loved and re¬ 
ally wanted to honor, but at the same 
time there’s a different flavor to it as 
well because Dave likes to keep mqjor 
action in the lens as opposed to relying 
more on CGI. 

It still has this kind of down and 
dirty feel, which I love, but it also has 
so many elements that I think are 
going to blow audiences away and sur¬ 
prise people. I’m super excited about 
it. Right now we’re just focusing in on 
the marketing campaign which for 
“Deadpool” is always to a certain de¬ 
gree an extension of the film itself We 
get to have as much fun with the mar¬ 
keting as we do with the actual shoot¬ 
ing of the movie. I’m excited to put out 
some of the things we have ready to go 
in terms of the marketing. 

From the studio behind “27 Dress¬ 
es,” right? 

Absolutely, yeah. If you loved “Alvin 
and the Chipmunks,” you are going to 
love “Deadpool.” 

Do you feel like this has to do bet¬ 
ter than the first to be a success? 

I don’t really think about it like that. 
I’d be naive to not pay attention to some 
of the biz part of the showbiz but I know 
that the movie is made at a budget that 
makes it pretty reasonable for all par¬ 
ties involved and when we keep the 
budget down, the studio gives us a lot 
more play and leeway to do the things 
that we want to do and that’s always 
great. So, no, I don’t think it has to do 
better, necessarily. 

Will the film honor Joi Harris in any 
way? (Stuntwoman Joi Harris died 
while filming “Deadpool 2.”) 

Oh absolutely yeah. 


West’s wild words stir again: 

Kanye calls slavery a ‘choice’ 

Before the last one had a chance to simmer down, 
Kanye West caused another stir, calling American 
slavery a “choice” in an interview Tuesday. 

“When you hear about slavery for 400 years, for 
400 years, that sounds like choice,” West said on 
“TMZ Live” after questions on his pro-President 
Donald Trump posts and pictures that caused a dust- 
up last week. “You was there for 400 years, and it’s 
all of y’all?” 

“Do you feel like I’m thinking free and feeling 
free?” West asked the TMZ employees in the room. 

“I actually don’t think you’re thinking anything,” 
TMZ’s Van Lathan quickly cracked back at West, as 
many would in the ensuing hours. 

Lathan said while West gets to live the elite artist’s 
life, “the rest of us in society have to deal with these 
threats in our lives. We have to deal with the margin¬ 
alization that has come from the 400 years of slavery 
that you said for our people was our choice.” 

Symone D. Sanders, political commentator and 
CNN contributor, led the anti-West chorus on Twitter. 
“Kanye is a dangerous caricature of a ‘free-thinking’ 
black person in America,” Sanders tweeted. “Frank¬ 
ly, I am disgusted and I’m over it. Also (I can’t believe 
I have to say this): Slavery was far from a choice.” 

Others put it more briefly. “Slavery wasn’t a 
choice,” Russ Bengtson tweeted, “but listening to 
Kanye is.” 

West also told TMZ that he became addicted to opi¬ 
oids that doctors prescribed after he had liposuction 
surgery in 2016. He was hospitalized for a week and 
had to cut short his “Pablo” tour. West said the pain¬ 
killers drove him to a “breakdown,” which became a 
“breakthrough” when he found himself again. 

West also doubled down on his love of the presi¬ 
dent, which Trump has been returning in tweets. 

“I just love Trump,” West said, adding that most 
in hip-hop agreed with him before Trump became 
president. “Trump is one of rap’s favorite people.” 

Philipps gets her own talk show 

Busy Philipps is living up to her name. 

The actress is getting her own late-night talk show 
on E! called “Busy Tonight.” Production is set to 
begin this summer. 

Philipps made the announcement on Instagram. It’s 
fitting, because her popularity has skyrocketed due to 
her Instagram account where she posts about her life 
and observations of things around her. Recent posts 
chronicle her daughter’s missing stuffed animals, on¬ 
going sinus troubles and her weekend at Coachella. 

Bob Dylan embraces whiskey 

Music icon Bob Dylan is partnering with a distill¬ 
ery to make whiskey at a 140-year-old Tennessee 
church and bottle it under the name Heaven’s Door. 

News outlets report Dylan has partnered with An¬ 
gel’s Envy Bourbon co-founder Marc Bushala in the 
venture. The New York Times first reported on the 
plan. Dylan recorded four albums in Nashville. 

The Tennessean reports Heaven’s Door’s first 
whiskey releases include a Tennessee straight bour¬ 
bon whiskey, a double barrel whiskey and a straight 
rye whiskey. 

Other news 

■ Paul McCartney, David Byrne and Metallica 
headline the performance slate for the 17th annual 
Austin City Limits Music Festival the first weekends 
of October. Asleep at the Wheel also will be featured 
as more than 125 bands perform on eight stages at 
Zilker Park Oct. 5-7 and Oct. 12-14. 

■ Singer Barry Manilow is returning to Las Vegas 
for shows starting this month at the Westgate Las 
Vegas Resort & Casino. Westgate Resorts founder 
and CEO David Siegel says in a statement that Ma¬ 
nilow is “an icon and one of the world’s greatest per¬ 
formers.” The 74-year-old Manilow had a residency 
at the same theater from 2005 to 2010 when the re¬ 
sort known as the Las Vegas Hilton. 

■ For the second time within a year, E. Annie 
Proulx has received a lifetime achievement award. 
The author known for “Brokeback Mountain” is this 
year’s recipient of the Library of Congress Prize for 
American Fiction. On Wednesday, Librarian of Con¬ 
gress Carla Hayden praised the 82-year-old Proulx 
for her “monumental sagas and keen-eyed, skillfully 
wrought stories.” Last fall, Proulx was presented a 
National Book Award Medal for Distinguished Con¬ 
tribution to American Letters. 

From wire services 
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Ruling could shake up 'gig’ economy in Calif. 



Jeff Chiu/AP 


A Lyft car crosses Market Street in San Francisco in 2013. A 
California Supreme Court ruling to limit businesses’ classification of 
workers as independent contractors could affect workers such as 
Uber and Lyft drivers. 


By Brian Melley 
AND Christopher Rugaber 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — A California 
Supreme Court ruling that would 
limit businesses from classifying 
workers as independent contrac¬ 
tors who aren’t eligible for certain 
benefits and employment protec¬ 
tions was hailed as a big victory 
for labor and could shake up the 
state’s so-called gig economy. 

The unanimous ruling Mon¬ 
day in a case involving package 
delivery drivers adopted a broad 
definition for those who qualify 
as employees in a lawsuit likely 
to expand the number of workers 
eligible for minimum wage, rest 
breaks and other benefits under 
state wage laws. 

Here are some questions and 
answers about the ruling and its 
impact on businesses that employ 
independent contractors: 

■ What did the ruling find? 

The court put the burden on Cal¬ 
ifornia employers to prove a work¬ 
er is an independent contractor. 

To do so, the company would 
have to pass each part of a three- 
prong test, known as the ABC 
standard, to prove a worker is 
an independent contractor: The 
worker is free of control and direc¬ 
tion; the work is outside the course 
of business for which the work is 
performed, such as a plumber 
hired by a store to repair a leaky 
faucet; and the worker is engaged 
in an independently established 
trade or occupation. 

“It seems like a seismic shift,” 
said Veena Dubai, professor at 
University of California, Hastings 
law school. “I’m pretty floored by 
this decision.” 

■ How much impact will the 
ruling have on workers cur¬ 
rently classified as independent 
contractors? 


The ruling is specific only to 
California, but it mirrors employ¬ 
ment standards already adopted 
in Massachusetts and New Jersey. 

Its impact in California will de¬ 
pend on how many workers decide 
to challenge their employment 
status. In order for the ruling to be 
applied, workers will have to go to 
court or arbitration to press their 
cases. 

As a practical matter, only those 
who claim they aren’t making min¬ 
imum wage or are being deprived 
overtime or other benefits would 
file legal cases. But the ruling 
lowers the bar for those workers 
to prove their cases and lawyers 
will have greater incentive to rep¬ 
resent them, Dubai said. 

■ Does this decision mean 
companies such as Uber or Task- 
rabbit will have to treat their 
workers as regular employees? 

Not anytime soon. There have 
been other recent court deci¬ 


sions that have gone in the other 
direction. For example, a federal 
court in Philadelphia ruled just 
last month that limousine drivers 
for Uber’s UberBLACK service 
are independent contractors, not 
employees. 

In California the ruling appears 
to favor Uber drivers challenging 
their employment status, attorney 
Shannon Liss-Riordan said. 

“The test will provide much 
stronger worker protections and 
make it extremely difficult for 
companies to classify their work¬ 
force as independent contrac¬ 
tors,” said Liss-Riordan, who 
represents Uber drivers in class 
action lawsuits in California and 
Massachusetts. 

■ How many people work as 
independent contractors or “gig” 
workers anyway? 

The number of people working 
outside traditional, permanent 
jobs has grown sharply in the 


past decade or so, though growth 
has slowed in recent years as the 
economy has improved. One of 
the most conclusive studies, by 
economists Lawrence Katz and 
Alan Krueger, found that the pro¬ 
portion of workers in “alternative 
work arrangements” jumped to 
15.8 percent in 2015 from 10.1 per¬ 
cent a decade earlier. That figure 
includes temporary help workers, 
independent contractors, free¬ 
lancers and workers on sharing 
economy websites such as Etsy. 

Relatively few of those work¬ 
ers participate in online plat¬ 
forms, however. A separate study 
by economists at the JPMorgan 
Chase Institute found that just 0.9 
percent of adults performed work 
through online sharing-economy 
sites, such as Uber, Airbnb and 
eBay, in June 2016. That was 
double the proportion in 2014, but 
little changed from a year earlier. 

■ What’s driving the in¬ 
crease in these temporary work 
arrangements? 

Many labor economists argue 
that corporations are simply try¬ 
ing to cut costs. Publicly traded 
companies are under heavy pres¬ 
sure from shareholders to focus 
on their core businesses and max¬ 
imize profits. Businesses don’t 
have to pony up for health insur- 
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ance or other benefits for indepen¬ 
dent contractors, nor do they have 
to cover Social Security or unem¬ 
ployment insurance taxes. They’re 
also not subject to minimum wage 
laws or overtime rules. 

Some people, however, enjoy 
the flexibility of gig work. They 
are typically older, better edu¬ 
cated professionals who work on 
professional projects such as soft¬ 
ware development or legal work, 
sometimes through boutique temp 
agencies. 
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nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
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By Kathleen Parker 
Washington Post Writers Group 

PAWLEY’S ISLAND, S.C. 
hen I moved to Washington 
several years ago, a D.C. vet¬ 
eran whispered a warning 
that she had learned from her 
father: New York is tough, but Washington 
is mean. 

Truer words, my friend, truer words. 

Yet, apparently, even Washington can 
be offended by too much meanness. By 
now you’ve heard about the disastrous 
White House Correspondents’ Associa¬ 
tion dinner last Saturday, where come¬ 
dian Michelle Wolf tortured her audience 
with lousy jokes in a tin-tongued voice that 
made one yearn for the sound of finger¬ 
nails on a chalkboard. (Not to be mean or 
anything, but it’s permissible to critique a 
public performer’s voice just as one would 
a musician’s violin.) 

What offended many who’ve spoken up 
the past few days was Wolf’s mean-spirit¬ 
edness. Oh, for goodness sake, girls, what 
were you expecting? As Wolf herself told 
the audience, “You should have done more 
research.” 

But Wolf’s sin wasn’t being mean; it was 
being not-funny. 

Specifically, the girls’ club was upset that 
Wolf referred to Sarah Huckabee Sanders’ 
makeup, which, they said, was crossing a 
line. What line? The eyeliner line? The only 
line she crossed is the one between good 
comedy and bad. But you be the judge. 
Herewith, the “joke” in question: 


By Joel Stein 

Special to the Los Angeles Times 

T hree years ago, a friend suggest¬ 
ed I join Nextdoor. Signing on to 
this hyper-local online bulletin 
board accessible to only verified 
residents would let me see my ridiculous, 
spoiled Southern California neighbors 
fight about how one’s nanny gave another’s 
kid a piece of gluten at the park. “You’ll 
have a lot of fun with it,” she said. 

I have not had a lot of fun with it. 

Sure, Nextdoor has some amusing low- 
level griping, missing pets and used furni¬ 
ture for sale. But mostly Nextdoor is a local 
news show anchored by George Zimmer¬ 
man. Nextdoor’s popular posts all come 
from the “Crime & Safety” section, where 
the rule is not merely that “if it bleeds it 
leads.” It also leads if it’s a fuzzy image 
from a Ring doorbell security camera that, 
if you squint, is vaguely in the shape of a 
meth-addled rapist. 

My local Nextdoor in the Oaks sec¬ 
tion of the Hollywood Hills reports on 
tire slashers, package stealers, “a strange 
man always outdoors on Price Street,” hit 
and runs, a daily earthquake and — most 
frighteningly — someone who thinks their 
old Playboy magazines are worth $1,000 
because “the interviews alone are price¬ 
less.” Last time I looked at Nextdoor, it 
attempted to scare me with “Black Audi 
no license plates scoping the hood again.” 
My neighbors can somehow make an Audi 
seem frightening. 

In the alternative reality that is Next- 
door, people are committing crimes I’ve 
never even thought of: casing, lurking, 
knocking on doors at 11:45 p.m., coating 
mailbox flaps with glue, “asking people 
for jumper cables but not actually having 
a car,” light bulb stealing, taking photos 
of homes, being an “unstable female” and 
“stashing a car in my private garage.” 

From the very first time I logged on, my 
mission was clear: Do not let my lovely wife 
Cassandra find out about Nextdoor. Not 


“I actually really like Sarah,” Wolf said. 
“I think she’s very resourceful. But she 
bums facts and then she uses that ash to 
create a perfect smoky eye. Like maybe 
she’s bom with it, maybe it’s lies. It’s prob¬ 
ably lies.” 

I’m sorry, what? Did she misread her 
notes? “Smoky eye” presumably refers 
to Sanders’ eye shadow, but the comment 
doesn’t even make sense. What is lies? 
Where is funny? 

Wolf went on as all eyes shifted to Sand¬ 
ers, who, in addition to looking stunning in 
a royal blue dress and upswept hair, was a 
portrait of calm and dignity. (Yes! You can 
comment on a woman’s appearance when 
she has spent hours and a few paychecks 
to look as gorgeous as possible for a social 
occasion. We women don’t do that hoping 
to be ignored.) 

Kellyanne Conway, too, was a portrait 
of serenity and class when Wolf turned 
her attention to the presidential adviser. 
Resplendent in white, Conway was Queen 
of the Elves as Wolf told the audience she 
hoped a tree would fall on Conway — not to 
harm her, she quickly corrected the impli¬ 
cation, but just to get her “stuck.” 

Whoa, now, there’s a knee-slapper. 
Again, did she misread the joke? 

Some years are fun, some not so much. 
Chalk up the most recent to the latter cat¬ 
egory. When the late author Christopher 
Hitchens once (erroneously) wrote that 
women aren’t funny, he must have had 
Wolf in mind. Maybe she can be funny; she 
just wasn’t. She was tedious and boring. 

No, I wasn’t there. Nor did I watch it 


because I didn’t want to worry her pretty 
little head, but because I didn’t want her 
bothering my pretty little head in panic 
about every black Audi driving down our 
block. 

My peace lasted three weeks. 

As soon as a friend told Cassandra about 
Nextdoor, she signed up for its daily email 
summary and its immediate crime alert 
emails. Her smartphone is constantly in¬ 
forming her that we do not live in the idyllic 
Hollywood Hills but in the Bronx in 1977. 

Cassandra is constantly being told there 
is crime everywhere. Local watchdogs are 
posting photographs of perps, identifying 
them on the site and — despite having all 
the detective work done for them — frus¬ 
trated that the SWAT team never arrives. 
“I totally lost faith in the police,” Cassan¬ 
dra told me. “I’m super paranoid and I 
want to move.” 

When we go for walks in our neighbor¬ 
hood, Cassandra judges each house’s vul¬ 
nerability to invasion by Visigoths. “That’s 
a secure home!” she yells while pointing 
at a tall brick wall. “That’s not a secure 
home!” she screams at low bushes. Our 
house, sadly, is “not a secure home!” She 
has talked to our gardeners about putting 
up a row of cypress trees in front of our 
lawn, Klieg lights on our garage and a gate 
at the foot of our short driveway. I am not 
as worried as she is about the safety of our 
neighborhood since it is one where people 
hire gardeners. 

After watching too many grainy, black- 
and-white videos of package thefts, Cas¬ 
sandra insisted we get a locking mailbox. 
To assuage her fears, I asked our postal 
worker if this really was a problem. Unfor¬ 
tunately, our postal worker must also be on 
Nextdoor because he convinced me to buy 
a 14-gauge electrogalvanized steel, $239 
Mail Boss with a 12-wafer disc lock — de¬ 
spite the fact that we have not gotten $239 
worth of mail in our lives. 

For her birthday, Cassandra, who wants 
to repeal the Second Amendment, want¬ 
ed one gift: to learn to shoot a gun. After 


on television. When a full moon is rising 
pinkly over the Atlantic, it’s possible to for¬ 
get why one would ever subject herself to 
the annual contest of relevance. But hav¬ 
ing read about it and watched the clips. I’m 
more convinced than ever that the dinner 
has jumped itself. (Forget the shark — he’s 
doing stand-up in a comedy club at Myrtle 
Beach.) 

The correspondents’ dinner comedy 
act, which is customarily followed by the 
president, is supposed to be a roast of the 
current administration, not a human sac¬ 
rifice. Rather than earn laughter with her 
keen wit and clever take. Wolf managed 
to make Sanders and Conway, the Trump 
administration’s top purveyors of “alterna¬ 
tive facts,” into the most likable people in 
the room. 

Meanwhile, Trump was in Washington 
Township, Mich., basking in the cheers of 
his supporters rather than submitting to 
the jeers of his harshest critics. 

The fact is, the correspondents’ dinner, 
which is supposed to be about recognizing 
journalists for achievement and rewarding 
worthy students with scholarships, has be¬ 
come too much of something else. We all 
like to dress up and put our roles to rest 
for a few hours and be entertained. But at a 
time when the Fourth Estate suffers a defi¬ 
cit of public trust and respect, we would do 
well to demonstrate the behavior we insist 
upon from others. 

Washington insiders say that the only 
thing worse than going to the correspon¬ 
dents’ dinner is not going. I’m not so sure 
about that. 


a friend who is a cop gave her a lesson 
at a police range, I considered posting 
about it on Nextdoor under the headline 
“Local woman seen waving gun at armed 
officers.” 

Last week, I went for a walk at 8 p.m. to 
try to impress my Fitbit. I blasted an au¬ 
diobook biography of Theodore Roosevelt 
on my headphones to try to impress my 
father. A guy lying in Griffith Park looked 
at me as I walked by and said something 
like, “Want to party?” that I couldn’t hear 
over the tales of Western cattle ranching. 
I shook my head to let him know I was not 
interested in whatever rough riding he was 
suggesting. 

Two blocks later, I walked up my drive¬ 
way, opened the door to my unattached 
home office and turned around to see the 
guy next to me. 

I directed him back outside, wielding a 
broom that I grabbed. He backed up, pos¬ 
sibly asking, “You don’t like to party?” 
though it got mixed up in my ears with 
“and spurred his horse Lightfoot to pro¬ 
digious feats of endurance, including one 
20-mile gallop.” So it sounded like the guy 
was asking me to do something even worse 
than he’d intended. 

I locked the door behind me — but then 
opened it again to make sure he didn’t head 
into my house to see if Cassandra or our 
son were in a partying mood. Then I spent 
an hour agonizing over whether to tell Cas¬ 
sandra. And — if I did — if the news would 
be better delivered in person or by posting 
it on Nextdoor where she would see it more 
quickly? 

I decided to be honest. I started my story 
with, “Believe it or not, this thing just hap¬ 
pened, but it actually wasn’t scary.” Which 
is exactly how I wish all Nextdoor entries 
started. Nevertheless, there was more talk 
of moving. But thanks to Nextdoor, I know 
it won’t help. All L.A. streets, I fear, are 
terrorized by gangs of roving black Audis. 

Joel stein is the author of “Man Made: A Stupid 
Quest for Masculinity.” 
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OPINION_ 

Liberal individualism failed Alfie Evans 



Peter Byrne/AP 


People release balloons outside Alder Hey Children's Hospital in Liverpool, England, 
following the death of 23-month-old Alfie Evans on Saturday. 


By Megan McArdle 

The Washington Post 

I t’s probably not surprising that the 
sad case of Alfie Evans — the 23- 
month-old boy who died in Britain 
this past weekend after he was taken 
off life support over his parents’ objections 
— quickly devolved into mud-slinging 
about the health care systems of Britain 
and the United States. Sen. Ted Cruz, R- 
Texas, tweeted, “Systems of socialized 
medicine like the National Health Service 
(NHS) vest the state with power over 
human lives, transforming citizens into 
subjects.” Matthew Scott, a British bar¬ 
rister, retorted: “Had the Evans family 
been living in America, it is unlikely that 
Alfie would even have survived as long 
as he had, unless of course they had had 
the money or the insurance to pay for the 
paediatric intensive care that has kept him 
alive for months.” 

American hospitals, of course, do not 
routinely shove indigent babies out of the 
NICU. As for Cruz, the Evans case had little 
to do with NHS policy, or budgets. Doctors 
overrule parents in the United States, too; 
for example, courts have allowed doctors 
to give children blood transfusions against 
the wishes of parents who are Jehovah’s 
Witnesses. 

Of course, there are differences, as the 
Alfie Evans case and the similar Char¬ 
lie Gard case suggest, in the degree of 
deference the two nations offer families. 
And what happened in those cases does 
illustrate an acute danger — just not the 
dangers of national health care. It is the 
danger of letting the centurieslong prog¬ 
ress of liberal individualism go too far in 
breaking open the family and assigning its 
functions to the state. 

That it has done so is beyond dispute. 
Few of us in the modern West expect that 
our families will dictate our marriage 
choices, provide us with jobs and set us 
up with somewhere to live — an ordinary 
pattern for our ancestors and still common 


in much of the world. This has necessar¬ 
ily entailed some growth of the state to 
pick up some family functions, since the 
elderly, the ill and women with small chil¬ 
dren are often not viable economic units by 
themselves. 

That this is generally a good thing is 
more arguable, but like most of us, I am 
happy to argue it. Societies that depend 
too heavily on kinship ties risk falling into 
what political scientist Ed Banfield called 
“amoral familism,” in which the good of 
the family becomes the only end anyone 
recognizes. This is oppressive for individu¬ 
als, and disastrous for the larger commu¬ 
nity, because mistrust and nepotism stifle 
economic activity and make it impossible 


for neighbors to work together for the com¬ 
mon good. 

Liberalism’s triumph means fewer 
people than ever live in those conditions. 
And yet triumphing armies often have dif¬ 
ficulty finding the natural stopping point of 
their expansion. It was startling to watch 
so many people ask, essentially, why we 
should prefer the opinion of the woman 
who gave birth to Alfie over that of disin¬ 
terested experts as to what was in the best 
interest of the child. 

But the people asking this make a funda¬ 
mental logical error: They assume the ex¬ 
perts know the answers to questions such 
as “What does ‘best’ mean?” and “What is 
the subjective experience of a child with 


Alfie Evans’ condition?” It would be im¬ 
mensely comforting to think that experts 
do know the answers to these things, or at 
least could. But on the most fundamental 
questions of life and death, they grope just 
as blindly as the rest of us. 

Which is why we should err on the side 
of the parents, particularly when we are 
not talking about lifesaving treatments but 
about (or so the doctors insisted) modes 
of death. The parents love the child best; 
they have, as author and philosopher Nas- 
sim Taleb says, “skin in the game.” So even 
if they don’t have better answers to those 
metaphysical questions, they will care the 
most about getting it right. 

Too, the fact that they care so much 
means the fate of the child is also the fate 
of his parents. The death of a child is the 
worst thing that can happen to a human 
being, and yet, having that child killed in 
front of you is, incomprehensibly, even 
worse. The state shouldn’t put anyone 
through that without very strong proof the 
parents are making a grave error that will 
actively hurt the child. 

After all, the irrational, overpowering 
love of parent for child is the only reason 
most of us are alive, despite having spent 
the first years of our life vomiting, soil¬ 
ing ourselves and destroying everything 
we could reach. If that love can see us to a 
healthy adulthood, it can probably see us to 
a decent death. 

Disinterested management by experts 
will never substitute entirely for the family 
tie because it seems to be wired into us at a 
deep level. Studies show that institutional¬ 
ized children don’t thrive. And neither can 
an institutionalized society with no space 
for the primal human bonds that sustain 
us. Liberalism has won most of the battles 
it set for itself centuries ago. Now it needs 
to win the peace — by learning to recog¬ 
nize its limits. 

Megan McArdle, a Washington Post opinions 
coiumnist, is a former coiumnist for Bioomberg 
View and author of “The Up Side of Down: Why 
Failing Weii is the Key to Success.” 


Precedent exists for a Trump Nobel Peace Prize 


By David Von Drehle 

The Washington Post 

A rguably no four words are better 
calculated to explode the heads 
of liberals the world over than 
“Donald Trump’s Nobel Prize.” 
That was reason enough for thousands of 
Trump devotees to chant “Nobel! Nobel! ” at 
a weekend political rally in Michigan. His 
putative claim on the laurel had come days 
earlier, when the whole world saw North 
Korea’s Kim Jong Un attempt an awkward 
hug with South Korean leader Moon Jae-in 
at the conclusion of their summit. 

Kim is a third-generation despot known 
for ordering senior officials executed by 
shooting them at close range with anti¬ 
aircraft fire. So any hug, no matter how 
awkward, is going to look like a momen¬ 
tous breakthrough, and President Donald 
Trump’s team is of course going to credit 
his Twitter diplomacy. 

Liberal heads also went blooey back in 
1906, when another brash, wealthy, self- 
promoting New York Republican president 
received a Nobel Peace Prize. Accord¬ 
ing to keepers of the Nobel records, “the 
Norwegian Left argued that [Theodore] 
Roosevelt was a ‘military mad’ imperial¬ 
ist who completed the American conquest 
of the Philippines. Swedish newspapers 
wrote that Alfred Nobel was turning in his 
grave.” 


What is most pertinent about this par¬ 
allel is not how much or how little Trump 
resembles this role model. (It’s possible 
Roosevelt wrote more books than Trump 
has read.) Instead, the key takeaway is that 
Roosevelt won his peace prize for mediat¬ 
ing an agreement involving the future of 
Korea. More than a century later, the U.S. 
president is still working on the same prob¬ 
lem. This simple fact ought to give the tri- 
umphalists pause. 

For all the focus on personality — “Little 
Rocket Man” and so on — Korea’s destiny 
as a global problem patch is dictated by its 
geography more than its leaders. It is the 
strategic peninsula where imperial powers 
converge. Korea shields China’s vital ports 
on the Yellow Sea; it lures Russia with the 
hope of warm-water access to the Pacific; 
it juts at the Japanese home islands “like a 
dagger pointed at the heart,” as one mili¬ 
tary strategist put it sharply. Dominated 
for centuries by China, Korea found itself 
at the crossroads of two wars in the decade 
between 1895 and 1905, and nothing after¬ 
ward has resembled true peace. 

Roosevelt’s role in ending the second of 
those two wars, between Russia and Japan, 
led to his Nobel Prize and left the penin¬ 
sula under Japanese sway. Over the next 
generation, that sway deteriorated into an 
increasingly brutal occupation, ending 
only with Japan’s defeat in World War II. 
After Tokyo’s surrender in 1945, the victo¬ 


rious United States divided the peninsula 
with the Soviet Union, creating a buffer 
zone between the rival superpowers, but 
the tense coexistence failed. A savage war 
in the early 1950s carried the world to the 
nuclear brink and never officially ended. 

For all the hopes Trump will carry into 
his proposed summit with Kim—hopes for 
peace, denuclearization and even visions of 
eventual unification — this tangled skein 
of history and geography presents some 
formidable knots. On a scale of difficulty 
from one to 10, this is a 13. Consider just a 
few of the intractable questions facing the 
U.S. team: 

First, what is Kim’s future? Today, he is 
the absolute ruler of an impoverished but 
militarily dangerous nation protected by 
his own arms and the suzerainty of China. 
Like his father and grandfather, he holds 
power by wielding violence, favoritism and 
propaganda, while keeping his people on 
a constant wartime footing. How, exactly, 
does he fit this family business model into 
any vision of a peaceful, unified Korea in 
which the wealthy, open South would have 
overwhelming economic superiority? 

Second, how can global powers recon¬ 
cile competing interests in Korea over the 
long term without a permanent division, 
and the attendant threat of renewed ten¬ 
sions? Since November 1950, when China 
sent hundreds of thousands of ill-equipped 
troops across the Yalu River in human 


waves, Beijing has made clear it will never 
accept US. dominance of the peninsula. 
Over the same period, the United States 
has invested enormous blood, treasure and 
human resources in building the South into 
a dynamic democracy. If the bright line of 
the 38th Parallel is to be gradually erased, 
as Kim and Moon agreed in vague but ide¬ 
alistic language, how will these competing 
commitments be separated? 

And supposing that the United States can 
somehow coexist with China in a peaceful 
Korea, how does Russia fit into the mix? 
The struggling but proud petro-state has 
designs on turning Korea into a mqjor cus¬ 
tomer and perhaps a transshipment hub for 
its natural gas. There is friction all around 
the globe where Russia rubs against the 
West. Can it be safely managed in the tin- 
derbox of Korea? 

Everything we have seen in the past few 
months, we’ve seen before. The North Ko¬ 
reans pause their arms buildup. The South 
Koreans extend their hands. Promises of 
peace are exchanged. 

This has happened repeatedly because 
it’s the easy part. What comes next is dev¬ 
ilishly difficult. And if Trump pulls it off 
— truly, lastingly — he will deserve the 
prize. 

David Von Drehle writes a twice-weekly column 
for The Washington Post. He is the author of “Rise 
to Greatness: Abraham Lincoln and America’s 
Most Periious Year” and “Triangle: The Fire That 
Changed America.” 
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DID ANYONE TEST 
OUR USER INTERFACE 
BEFORE UJE SHIPPED IT? 


NO, OUR CUSTOh\ERS 
UJILL TELL US UJHAT 
THEY DON'T LIKE 
ABOUT IT. AND THEY 


THAT'S 
LJHAT OUR 
CUSTOtAERS 
SAY, TOO, AND 
UNLIKE YOU, 
THEY UORK 
FOR FREE. 



PiP YOU KNOW THAT 
CHICA&O’S WATGK I& FULL 
OF »mN-pAMAAtN& LFAP, 
JU$T LIKE. IN FLINT? ir& 
PKOgA&LY BEEN TUEKE 
? PECAP£$. 



r ip YOU KNOW ATUPIEA 
Mt/E &H0WN LINKA 
BETWEEN CHILPHOOP 
LEAP EXPOSURE ANP 
YIOLENT CRIME? 



PIP YOU KNOW THAT 
PLENTY OF OTHER CITIEA 
THAT HAVE LOTA OF VIOLENT i 
CRIME ALAO HAVE ANCIENT “ 
LEAP PIPEA BRIN&IN& WATER 3 
INTO THEIR HOMEA? 


PIP YOU KNOW THAT > 
NOBOPY AEEMA TO BE 
ABLE TO PUT TWO ANP 





Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



DOWN 

1 Mojito ingredient 

2 Docs’ bloc 

3 Sled dog breed 

4 Happy 

5 Boom times 

6 Banquet platform 

7 Gladden 

8 Briskly, in music 

9 “Star Wars” 
princess 

10 Foundered 

11 Praiseful pieces 
16 Verb for you 

20 “King Kong” 
studio 

21 Kvetch 


22 Reed instrument 

23 Knee protector 
27 Diet, info 

29 Atypical 

30 Adolescent 

31 Seeing things 
33 Small songbird 
35 Bankroll 

38 Trio after R 
40 Observe 
43 Tolerate 

45 Scratch the 
surface 

46 Gator’s kin 

47 Frau’s mate 

48 Lighten 

49 Comfy-cozy 

53 Air safety org. 

54 Chemical 
suffix 

55 Torched 


ACROSS 

1 Aries 

4 Hardy’s “— the 
Obscure” 

8 Too 

12 Ms. Thurman 

13 Milky gem 

14 Pencil filler 

15 Kuala Lumpur’s 
land 

17 Queue 

18 Canine cry 

19 Jogs sans togs 
21 Arise 

24 Heart chart 
(Abbr.) 

25 Dhabi preceder 

26 Young fellow 
28 Emulate Lincoln 
32 Decays 
34 Morning moisture 

36 Follow orders 

37 Incubator noises 
39 “Terrif!” 

41 Formerly 

known as 
42— loss 
44 Evil spirits 
46 Little angels 

50 Guffaw syllable 

51 Caboose 

52 Casual 

56 Roughly 

57 Two-way 

58 Blackbird 

5-3 CRYPTOQUIP 

HMCQ SMCBC HVJ V MDYC 
LBEJEJ RQ SMC VAA-ICVYAC 

JMEN, SMC LVNSVEQ IVBTCX 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 



“VAA MRDQXJ RQ XCLT!” 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: THE SORCERER USED 
SOME SPELLS INSCRIBED ON AN ANTIQUE 
WALL TABLET. HE WAS DOING PLAQUE MAGIC. 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: M equals H 

































































































































































































































































Thursday,May 3,: 


Stars and Stripes 


FREE AD Guidelines: 


STARSigiSTRIPES.- 


CLASSIFIED 

Stars and Stripes reserves the rightto ,- .. _,-.__,__ , o_t-anica =,ii 







Advertising 


Kristi Kimmel kimmel.kristi@stripes.com 
+49(0)631-3615-9013 DSN 314.583.9013 

Circulation 

Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

Reader Letters 

letters@stripes.com 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corr 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Yuko Saito saito.yuko@stripes.com 
(81-3)6385.3267 DSN 315.229.3267 
Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3) 6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 





STARSK?<STRIPES. 

Mobile • Online • Print 


You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military 
news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases 
the way we do. 


STARSK^STRIPES. 

However you read us, wherever you need us. 


Stripes.com supplies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 






Round-the-world news for America s military. 


Classifiedsl 


Announcements 040 Automotive 


SCAM 


FADS 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 

and Stripes is not 


Autos for Sale 
- Germany 




STARSKJ^STRIPES. 




































































Page 24 


mmumaWM 


•Stars and Stripes* 


Thursday, May 3,2018 



You’ve never felt more like a looal. 


STARSO STRIPES 


I 


Look iTWfdle t&r the of the 


m 




■ 


¥ 


Whether you are searching for the best Sunday brunch in Okinawa or a family 
friendly get away in Germany, one of our FREE publications will help you embrace 
your new home so you can live your new adventure to the fullest. 


Available online at 

stripes.com/special-publications 











Thursday, May 3,2018 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 25 


SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


College baseball 


Estoril Open 


Tuesday’s scores 

EAST 

Army 12, Sacred Heart 3 
Binghamton 4, St. Bonaventure 1 
Dartmouth 2, Brown 1 
Delaware 10, Saint Joseph’s 2 
Fairfield 9, NJIT 4 

Holy Cross at Boston College, ccd. 
Niagara 3, Canisius 2 
Northeastern 4, Mass.-Lowell 2 
Pittsburgh 15, Md.-Eastern Shore 3 
Rutgers 15, Columbia 4 
Seton Hall 11, St. Peter’s 1 
Villanovall, La Salle 2 
SOUTH 

E. Kentucky 12, N. Kentucky 9 
George Washington 9, Towson 3 
High Point 8, Wake Forest 4 
Louisville 8, Vanderbilt 4 
Murray St. 13, Alabama A&M 5 
Norfolk St. 9, Longwood 2 
North Carolina 11, UNC-Asheville 5 
Virginia 2, VCUO 
Virginia Tech 8, VMI 3 
MIDWEST 

N. Illinois 10, Valparaiso 7 
Northwestern 9, Chicago St. 7 
Notre Dame 14, W. Michigan 4 

SOUTHWEST 

Incarnate Word 11, Texas Rio Grande 4 
McNeese St. 11, Houston Baptist 8 
Texas Tech 11, San Diego 6 
FAR WEST 
Washington 7, Seattle 2 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 

T Pts GF GA 

2 20 19 10 


19 21 
16 16 13 
14 13 8 


10 21 


17 20 12 
15 17 13 

13 10 17 

12 10 6 
10 10 13 

10 9 16 

9 11 16 

8 15 11 
8 10 10 


New York City FC 6 _ _ 

Atlanta United FC 6 1 1 

Orlando City 5 2 1 

New England 4 2 2 

Columbus 4 3 2 

New York 4 3 0 

Chicago 2 3 2 

Philadelphia 2 3 2 

Montreal 2 6 0 

D.C. United 14 2 . _ __ 

Toronto FC 14 1 4 6 13 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

W L T Pts GF GA 
Sporting KC 5 * * 

Los Angeles FC 5 

Vancouver 4 

FC Dallas 3 

LA Galaxy 3 

Real Salt Lake 3 

Minnesota United 3 
Houston 2 

Colorado 2 

Portland 2 3 2 8 12 14 

San Jose 1 4 2 5 12 15 

Seattle 14 1 4 5 9 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Friday, April 27 

Vancouver 2, Real Salt Lake 0 
Saturday, April 28 
Atlanta United FC 4, Montreal 1 
Chicago 2, Toronto FC 2, tie 
Philadelphia 3, D.C. United 2 
Columbus 2, San Jose 1 
New England 1, Sporting Kansas City 0 
Minnesota United 2, Houston 1 
New York 3, LA Galaxy 2 
Sunday, April 29 
Orlando City 2, Colorado 1 
New York City FC 3, FC Dallas 1 
Los Angeles FC 1, Seattle 0 
Friday’s game 
Philadelphia at Toronto FC 
Saturday’s games 
New England at Montreal 
New York City FC at New York 
Vancouver at Minnesota United 
Columbus at Seattle 
FC Dallas at Los Angeles FC 
Atlanta United FC at Chicago 
Colorado at Sporting Kansas City 
LA Galaxy at Houston 
Portland at San Jose 

Sunday’s game 
Real Salt Lake at Orlando City 


W L T Pts GF GA 

North Carolina 5 0 1 16 11 4 

Chicago 2 1 3 9 9 6 

Portland 2 1 2 8 7 6 

Seattle 2 11 7 4 3 

Washington 1 2 2 5 7 8 

Orlando 1 2 2 5 4 6 

Utah 0 1 4 4 3 4 

Houston 0 3 2 2 1 7 

Sky Blue FC 0 2 1113 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Wednesday’s game 
Orlando at Chicago 

Saturday’s games 
Seattle at Portland 
Houston at Sky Blue FC 
Washington at Utah 

Sunday’s game 
Chicago at North Carolina 


Singles 
First Round 

Roberto Carballes Baena, Spain, def. 
Bjorn Fratangelo, United States, 7-6 91), 
6-3. 

Simone Bolelli, Italy, def. Joao 
Domingues, Portugal, 6-3, 6-2. 

Ricardo Ojeda Lara, Spain, def. Fred- 
erico Ferreira Silva, Portugal, 6-4, 7-5. 

Nicolas Kicker, Argentina, def. Tim 
Smyczek, United States, 6-2, 6-2. 

Joao Sousa, Portugal, def. Daniil Med¬ 
vedev (8), Russia, 7-6 (1), 7-5. 

Federico Delbonis, Argentina, def. Al¬ 
bert Ramos-Vinolas (5), Spain, 6-2, 6-4. 

Cameron Norrie, Britain, def. Robin 
Haase (6), Netherlands, 6-4, 3-6, 6-3. 

Stefanos Tsitsipas, Greece, def. Pablo 
Andujar, Spain, 7-6 (2), 6-3. 


Sini 


First Round 

Jeremy Chardy, France, def. Nikoioz 
Basilashvili (8), Georgia, 7-5, 6-3. 

Rogerio Dutra Silva, Brazil, def. Radu 
Albot, Moldova, 6-4, 6-4. 

Thiago Monteiro, Brazil, def. Gerald 
Melzer, Austria, 6-2,3-6, 6-1. 

Jiri Vesely (7), Czech Republic, def. 
Daniel Gimeno-Traver, Spain, 6-3,6-1. 


Fight schedule 

May 4 

At StubHub Center, Carson, Calif., 
Ryan Garcia vs. Jayson Velez, 10, super 
featherweights. 

Mays 

At StubHub Center, Carson, Calif., Gen¬ 
nady Golovkin vs. Vanes Martirosyan, 12, 
for Golovkin’s WBC-WBA middleweight 
titles. 

At London, Tony Bellew vs. David 
Haye, 12, heavyweights; Martin J. Ward 
vs. James Tennyson, 12, for Ward’s Euro¬ 
pean junior lightweight title: John Ryder 
vs. Jamie Cox, 12, super middleweights. 

May 11 

At 2300 Arena, Philadelphia, Devin 
Haney vs. Mason Menard, 10, light¬ 
weights. 

At Doubletree Hotel, Ontario, Calif., 
Roberto Arriaza vs. Juan Ruiz, 10, welter¬ 
weights. 

May 12 

At New York, Jorge Linares vs. Vasiliy 
Lomachenko, 12, for Linares’ WBA light- 


Dusan Lajovic, Serbia, def. John Mill- 
man, Australia, 6-4, 6-0. 

Thomas Fabbiano, Italy, def. Mikhail 
Youzhny, Russia, 6-1, 6-1. 

Malek Jaziri, Tunisia, def. Marsel II- 
han, Turkey, 6-1, 6-2. 

Doubles 
First Round 

Marcin Matkowski, Poland, and Divij 
Sharan (2), India, def. Radu Albot, Mol¬ 
dova, and Nikoioz Basilashvili, Georgia, 
7-5, 6-3. 

Dusan Lajovic and Viktor Troicki, Ser¬ 
bia, def. Matteo Berrettini and Paolo 
Lorenzi, Italy, 6-2, 6-2. 

Romain Arneodo, Monaco, and Hugo 
Nys, France, def. Hans Podlipnik-Castillo, 
Chile, and Andrei Vasilevski (3), Belarus, 
6-2, 6-4. 

Ken and Neal Skupski (4), Britain, def. 
Cem llkel, Turkey, and Bernard Tomic, 
Australia, 7-5, 6-1. 


Munich Open 


First Round 

Alex de Minaur and Lleyton Hewitt, 
Australia, def. Raven Klaasen, South Afri¬ 
ca, and Michael Venus (2), New Zealand, 

6- 4, 6-4. 

Gastao Elias and Pedro Sousa, Portu¬ 
gal, def. Jonathan Erlich, Israel, and Scott 
Lipsky, United States, 2-6, 6-2,11-9. 

Morocco Open 

At Royal Club de Tennis 
Rabat, Morocco 
Purse: $226,750 (Inti.) 

Surface: Clay-Outdoor 
Singles 
First Round 

Elise Mertens (1), Belgium, def. Kris¬ 
tina Kucova, Slovakia, 6-0, 6-0. 

Ajia Tomljanovic, Australia, def. Silvia 
Soler-Espinosa, Spain, 6-2, 3-6, 6-1. 

Aleksandra Krunic (7), Serbia, def. 
Lara Arruabarrena, Spain, 6-2, 6-7 (0), 
6-2. 

Magdalena Freeh, Poland, def. Chris¬ 
tina McHale, United States, 7-5, 7-5. 

Alexandra Dulgheru, Romania, def. 
Timea Babos (4), Hungary, 2-6, 7-6 (7), 

7- 5. 

Laura Siegemund, Germany, def. Ana 
Bogdan, Romania, 6-4, 6-1. 

Katarina Zavatska, Ukraine, def. Diae 
El Jardi, Morocco, 6-2, 6-3. 

AjIa Tomljanovic, Australia, def. Silvia 
Soler-Espinosa, Spain, 6-2, 3-6, 6-1. 

Tamara Zidansek, Slovenia, def. Mag¬ 
da Linette, Poland, 6-4, 6-2. 

Paula Badosa Gibert, Spain, def. Fiona 
Ferro, France 5-7, 6-4, 6-0. 

Polona Hercog, Slovenia, def. Domini- 
ka Cibulkova (2), Slovakia, 2-6, 7-5, 6-4. 

Hsieh Su-wei (8), Taiwan, def. Bethanie 
Mattek-Sands, United States, 3-6, 7-6 (3), 
6-1. 


First Round 

Alicja Rosolska, Poland, and Abigail 
Spears (2), United States, def. Kaitlyn 
Christian and Sabrina Santamaria, Unit¬ 
ed States, 6-3, 6-2. 

Monique Adamezak, Australia, and 
Xenia Knoll (3), Switzerland, def. Sada 
Nahimana, Burundi, and Sandra Samir, 
Egypt, 6-3, 6-3. 

Lizette Cabrera, Australia, and Jana 
Fett, Croatia, def. Silvia Soler-Espinosa, 
Spain, and Maryna Zanevska, Belgium, 
vs. 6-3, 6-2. 

Barbora Krejeikova, Czech Republic, 
and Anna Smith (1), Britain, def. Basak 
Eraydin and Ipek Soylu, Turkey, 6-2, 6-3. 

Istanbul Cup 

At Garantl Koza Arena 
Istanbul 

Purse: $516300 (WT250) 

Surface: Clay-Outdoor 


Munich 

Purse: $608,000 (WT250) 

Surface: Clay-Outdoor 
Singles 
First Round 

Jan-Lennard Struff, Germany, def. Dan¬ 
iel Masur, Germany, 7-6 (1), 6-4. 

Yannick Maden, Germany, def. Yuichi 
Sugita (8), Japan, 4-6, 7-6 (9), 6-2. 

Philipp Kohlschreiber (6), Germany, 
def. Ivo Karlovic, Croatia, 7-5,6-4. 

Mischa Zverev, Germany, def. Andreas 
Haider-Maurer, Austria, 6-4, 6-3. 

Mirza Basic, Bosnia-Herzegovina, def. 
Gael Monfils (7), France, 6-2, 3-6, 6-3. 

Maximilian Marterer, Germany, def. 
Dustin Brown, Germany, 5-6 retired. 

Marton Fucsovics, Hungary, def. Guido 
Pella, Argentina, 6-4, 7-5. 

Marco Cecchinato, Italy, def. Fabio 
Fognini (5), Italy, 5-7, 6-3, 6-2. 

Casper Ruud, Norway, def. Marius Co- 
pil, Romania, 7-6 (3), 6-3. 

Doubles 
First Round 

Lukasz Kubot, Poland, and Marcelo 
Melo (1), Brazil, def. Maximo Gonzalez 
and Diego Schwartzman, Argentina, 7-6 
(3), 3-6, 10-4. 

Nikola Mektic, Croatia, and Alexander 
Peya (3), Austria, def. Matthias Bach- 
inger and Yannick Hanfmann, Germany, 

6- 2, 6-3. 

Ivan Dodig, Croatia, and Rajeev Ram 
(2), United States, def. Fabrice Martin, 
France, and Purav Raja, India, 5-7, 6-2, 
10-6. 

Prague Open 

Monday 

At TK Sparta Praha 
Prague, Czech Republic 
Purse: $226,750 Ontl.) 
Surface^piay-Outdoor 

First Round 

Sam Stosur, Australia, def. Daria Gavr¬ 
ilova (4), Australia, 6-3, 4-6 retired. 

Tamara Korpatsch, Germany, def. 
Oceane Dodin, France, 6-2, 7-5. 

Katerina Siniakova (8), Czech Repub¬ 
lic, def. Andrea Petkovic, Germany, 6-2, 

7- 6 (4). 

Wang Qiang, China, def. Viktoria Kuz- 
mova, Slovakia, 7-6 (4), 6-1. 

Natalia Vikhlyantseva, Russia, def. Ca¬ 
rina Witthoeft, Germany, 6-4, 6-4. 

Anna Karolina Schmiedlova, Slovakia, 
def. Heather Watson, Britain, 6-1, 6-3. 

Ekaterina Alexandrova, Russia, def. 
Richel Hogenkamp, Netherlands, 7-6 (5), 
6-1. 


First Round 

Desirae Krawczak, United States, 
and Giuliana Olmos, Mexico, def. Shuko 
Aoyama and Miyu Kato (4), Japan, 6-2, 
2-6,10-6. 

Andrea Sestini Hlavackhova and Re¬ 
nata Voracova (1), Czech Republic, def. 
Alona Fomina and Valentyna Ivakhnen- 
ko, Russia, 6-4, 6-0. 

Mihaela Buzarnescu, Romania, and 
Lidziya Marozava, Belarus, def. Gabri- 
ela Dabrowski, Canada, and Ellen Perez, 
Australia, 6-1, 6-3. 

Viktoria Kuzmova, Slovakia, and Ele- 
na-Gabriela Ruse, Romania, def. Diana 
Marcinkevica, Latvia, and Aliaksandra 
Sasnovich, Belarus, 4-6,6-1,14-12. 


At Turning Stone Resort Casino, Vero¬ 
na, N.Y., Sadam All vs. Liam Smith, 12 for 
All’s WBO junior middleweight title; Rey 
Vargas vs. Azat Hovhannisyan, 12, for 
Vargas’ WBC super bantamweight title. 

May 17 

At Fantasy Springs Resort Casino in 
Indio, Calif., Romero Duno vs. Gilberto 
Gonzalez, 10, lightweights; Oscar Duarte 
vs. Rey Perez, 10, lightweights. 

May 19 

At MGM National Harbor, Oxon Hill, 
Md., Gary Russell Jr. vs. Joseph Diaz Jr., 
12, for Russell’s WBC featherweight title. 

At Leeds, England, Lee Selby vs. Josh 
Warrington, 12, for Selby’s IBF feather¬ 
weight title; Darren Tetley vs. Mason 
Cartwright, 12, welterweights. 

At Montreal, Adonis Stevenson vs. Ba- 
dou Jack, 12, for Stevenson’s WBC light 
heavyweight title. 

May 20 

At Tokyo, Ryoichi Taguchi vs. Hekkje 
Budler, 12, for Taguch”^ 
junior flyweight titles. 


Tuesday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

BALTIMORE ORIOLES - Reinstated 
OF Mark Trumbo from the 10-day DL. Re¬ 
called INF Engelb Vielma from Norfolk 
(ID. Placed INF Luis Sardihas on the 10- 
day DL, retroactive to April 29. 

KANSAS CITY ROYALS - Optioned SS 
Adalberto Mondesi to Omaha (PCL). Re¬ 
leased RHP Clay Buchholz from a minor 
league contract. 

LOS ANGELES ANGELS - Placed RHP 
Keynan Middleton on 10-day DL, retro¬ 
active to April 29. Recalled RHP Eduardo 
Paredes from Salt Lake (PCL). 

MINNESOTA TWINS - Placed 3B 
Miguel Sano on the 10-day DL, retroac¬ 
tive to April 28. Selected the contract of 
INF Gregorio Petit from Rochester (IL). 
Returned Rule 5 draft pick RHP Tyler 
Kinley to Miami. Recalled RHP Fernando 
Romero from Rochester. 

NEW YORK YANKEES - Agreed to 
terms with RHP David Hale on a minor 
league contract. 

SEATTLE MARINERS - Recalled OF 
Guillermo Heredia and RHP Casey Law¬ 
rence from Tacoma (PCL). Placed RHPs 
Dan Altavilla and Erasmo Ramirez, on the 
10-day DL, retroactive to April 30. 

TAMPA BAY RAYS - Recalled LHP 
Ryan Yarbrough from Durham (IL). 
Placed RHP Yonny Chirinos on the 10-day 
DL, retroactive to April 29. 

TEXAS RANGERS - Sent RHP Ricardo 
Rodriguez on injury rehab assignment to 
Frisco (TL). 

TORONTO BLUE JAYS - Placed LF Ran¬ 
dal Grichuk on the 10-day DL. Recalled SS 
Gift Ngoepe from Buffalo (IL). 

National League 

ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS - Traded 
LHP Colin Poche and RHP Sam McWil¬ 
liams to Tampa Bay Rays to complete an 
earlier trade for OF Steven Souza. 

ATLANTA BRAVES - Selected the 
contract of RHP Mike Soroka from Gwin¬ 
nett (IL). Optioned RHP Chase Whitley to 
Gwinnett. 

COLORADO ROCKIES - Selected the 
contract of INF Daniel Castro from Albu¬ 
querque (PCL). Optioned INF Ryan Mc¬ 
Mahon to Albuquerque. Transferred LHP 
Zac Rosscup to the 60-day DL. 

LOS ANGELES DODGERS - Recalled 
LHP Edward Paredes from Oklahoma 
City (PCL). Optioned RHP Brock Stewart 
to Oklahoma City. 

MIAMI MARLINS - Sent SS JT Riddle 
on a rehab assignment to New Orleans 
(PCL). 

MILWAUKEE BREWERS - Recalled 
RF Brett Phillips from Colorado Springs 
(PCL). Optioned RHP Brandon Woodruff 
to Colorado Springs. 

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES - Recalled 
RHP Zach Efiin from Lehigh Valley (IL). 
Optioned RHP Jake Thompson to Lehigh 
Valley. 

PITTSBURGH PIRATES - Sent RHP Joe 
Musgrove on a rehab assignment to Bra¬ 
denton (FSL). 

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS - Recalled IB 
Luke Voit from Memphis (PCL). Optioned 
RHP Mike Mayers to Memphis. 

SAN DIEGO PADRES - Placed C Aus¬ 
tin Hedges on the 10-day DL. Recalled C 
Raffy Lopez from El Paso (PCL). 

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS - Recalled 


LPGA Tour statistics 

Through April 29 

1, Jessica Korda, 69.042. 2, Inbee Park, 
69.536. 3, Jin Young Ko, 69.750. 4, Minjee 
Lee, 69.844. 5, Shanshan Feng, 69.968. 6, 
Ariya Jutanugarn, 70.00. 7, Amy Yang, 
70.056. 8, Charley Hull, 70.057. 9, Moriya 
Jutanugarn, 70.108. 10, In Gee Chun, 
70.176. 

Driving Distance 

1, Maude-Aimee Leblanc, 282.0.2, Sung 
Hyun Park, 277.6. 3, Ariya Jutanugarn, 

275.6. 4, Yani Tseng, 275.3. 5, Lexi Thomp¬ 
son, 273.9. 6, Brittany Lincicome, 273.8. 7, 
Angel Yin, 273.6. 8, Madelene Sagstrom, 

272.7. 9, Brooke M. Henderson, 272.6. 10, 
Jessica Korda, 272.5. 

Greens in Regulation 

1, Jin Young Ko, .795. 2, Lexi Thomp¬ 
son, .765. 3, Sung Hyun Park, .764. 4, Amy 
Yang, .762. 5, In Gee Chun, .761. 6, Inbee 
Park, .758. 7, Shanshan Feng, .756.8, Aus¬ 
tin Ernst, .754. 9, Charley Hull, .751. 10, 
Brooke M. Henderson, .747. 

Putts per GIR 

1, Jessica Korda, 1.69. 2, Inbee Park, 
1.73. 3, Moriya Jutanugarn, 1.74. 4, Ariya 
Jutanugarn, 1.74. 5, Bronte Law, 1.75. 6, 
Laura Davies, 1.75. 7, Brittany Lincicome, 
1.76. 8, Minjee Lee, 1.76. 9, Charley Hull, 
1.76. 10, Aditi Ashqk, 1.76. 

1, Charley Hull, 159. 2, Ariya Juta¬ 
nugarn, 155. 3, Moriya Jutanugarn, 140. 
4 (tie), Brooke M. Henderson and Minjee 
Lee, 135.6, Michelle Wie, 133.7, Jin Young 
Ko, 132. 8, Austin Ernst, 131. 9, Cristie 
Kerr, 130.10, So Yeon Ryu, 127. 

Eagles 

1, Jessica Korda, 7. 2 (tie), Ariya Juta¬ 
nugarn and Moriya Jutanugarn, 6.4 (tie), 
Ayako Uehara, Lexi Thompson and Caro¬ 
line Masson, 5. 7 (tie), Minjee Lee, Lydia 
Ko, Amy Yang and Mi Jung Hur, 4. 

Sand Save Percentage 

1, Na Yeon Choi, .813. 2, In Gee Chun, 
.667. 3, Angel Yin, .630. 4, Minjee Lee, .627. 
5, Jodi Ewart Shadoff, .625. 6, Katherine 
Kirk, .618. 7, Jacqui Concolino, .613. 8 
(tie), Kris Tamulis and Simin Feng, .609. 
10 (tie), Alison Lee and Shanshan Feng, 


LHP Andrew Suarez from Sacramento 
(PCL). Placed RHP Johnny Cueto on the 
10-day DL. 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

MEMPHIS GRIZZLIES - Named J.B. 
Bickerstaff coach. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

NFL — Suspended Oakland OL Vadal 
Alexander the first four regular-season 
games for a violation of the league poli¬ 
cy on performance-enhancing drugs. 

ARIZONA CARDINALS - Released CB 
Jarell Carter, CB C.J. Goodwin, RB Darius 
Victor and LS Drew Williams. Waived/in¬ 
jured LB Gabe Martin. 

ATLANTA FALCONS - Agreed to terms 
with OB Kurt Benkert; RBs Demario Rich¬ 
ard, Justin Crawford and Malik Williams; 
FBs Daniel Marx and Luke McNitt; C J.C. 
Hassenauer; OT Matt Gono; G Sales! 
Uhatafe; TEs Jake Roh and Troy Man- 
gen; WRs Christian Blake, Detrich Clark, 
Devin Gray, Dontez Byrd and Lamar Jor¬ 
dan; DTs Jacob Tuioti-Mariner and Jon 
Cunningham; DE Mackendy Cheridor; LB 
Emmanuel Smith; LBs Anthony Winbush, 
Emmanuel Ellerbee and Richard Jarvis; 
CB Joseph Putu; Ss Chris Lammons and 
Secdrick Cooper and K David Marvin. 

BUFFALO BILLS - Announced the res¬ 
ignation of president and NHL Buffalo 
Sabres president Russ Brandon. Named 
Kim Pegula president of the NFL Buffalo 
Bills and NHL Buffalo Sabres. 

DENVER BRONCOS - Signed WR John 
Diarse, LB Jeff Holland, OT Leon Johnson, 
RB Phillip Lindsay, NT Lowell Lotulelei, DB 
Trey Marshall, G Austin Schlottmann and 
WR Jimmy Williams. 

HOUSTON TEXANS - Released OT 
Jake Rodgers. 

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS - Waived LB 
Jermaine Grace, RB Matt Jones, WR 
Justice Liggins, NT Joey Mbu, DE Arthur 
Miley and LB Darnell Sankey. Waived- 
injured DT Johnathan Calvin. Signed K 
Michael Badgley; Ss Chris Cooper and 
George Odum; WR Steve Ishmael; DT To- 
masi Laulile; LBs Skai Moore and William 
Ossai; and CB Robert Jackson, Lashard 
Durr and Henre’ Toliver. 

SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS - Signed S Co¬ 
rey Griffin, CBs Tarvarus McFadden and 
Emmanuel Moseley, and OL Najee Toran. 

TENNESSEE TITANS - Claimed LB 
Gimel President off waivers by the Hous- 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

LOS ANGELES KINGS - Signed F Brad 
Morrison to a three-year entry-level con¬ 
tract. 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

NEW ENGLAND REVOLUTION - Traded 
M Lee Nguyen to Los Angeles Football 
Club for $700,000 in allocation money 
with potential to result in up to $950,000 
based on the deal’s conditions. 

NEW YORK RED BULLS - Signed D 
Ethan Kutler. 

COLLEGE 

CHICAGOSTATE- Named Chris Zorich 
athletic director. 

NORTH CAROLINA STATE - An¬ 
nounced men’s graduate basketball C 
Wyatt Walker has transferred from Sam- 
ford. 


Rounds Under Par 

1, Inbee Park, .821. 2, Charley Hull, 
.800. 3, Shanshan Feng, .774. 4, Jessica 
Korda, .750. 5, Amy Yang, .722. 6, Minjee 
Lee, .719. 7 (tie). In Gee Chun and Lydia 


LPGA Tour money leaders 

Through April 29 

Trn Money 

1. Inbee Park 7 $717,367 

2. Moriya Jutanugarn 10 $559,321 

3. Ariya Jutanugarn 10 $516,302 

4. PernillaLindberg 10 $508,996 

5. Brooke M. Henderson 10 $502,804 

6. Jessica Korda 6 $500,587 

7. Jin Young Ko 8 $456,903 

8. Minjee Lee 8 $404,785 

9. Eun-Hee Ji 8 $400,185 

0. $hanshan Feng 8 $397,617 

1. Michelle Wie 9 $377,313 

2. Lydia Ko 9 $354,715 

3. Brittany Lincicome 7 $312,053 

4. Azahara Munoz 9 $304,095 

5. Charley Hull 9 $292,927 

6. Lizette $alas 9 $291,237 

7. Jennifer Song 7 $265,029 

8. Lexi Thompson 7 $247,408 

9. Cristie Kerr 9 $238,085 

0. Marina Alex 9 $229,065 

1. Nelly Korda 8 $226,959 

2. $0 Yeon Ryu 9 $219,978 

3. Caroline Masson 9 $205,164 

4. Danielle Kang 8 $188,788 

5. Wei-Ling Hsu 7 $188,062 

6. Jenny $hin 9 $160,415 

7. Amy Yang 6 $159,704 

8. Hannah Green 8 $153,831 

9. Bronte Law 8 $148,074 

0. Jeong Eun Lee 8 $146,604 

1. Austin Ernst 9 $135,462 

2. ChellaChoi 10 $127,924 

3. Amy Olson 8 $126,288 

4. Katherine Kirk 9 $122,916 

5. Lindy Duncan 8 $122,756 

6. Ryann O’Toole 8 $121,726 

7. Carlota Ciganda 9 $119,719 

8. Emma Talley 8 $119,134 

9. Brittany Altomare 9 $118,022 

0. Pornanong Phatium 9 $117,717 

1. Angela Stanford 9 $116,550 

2. Megan Khang 9 $115,033 
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NHL PLAYOFFS 


Ovechkin's late goal lifts Caps 


Washington wins in Pittsburgh to regain home-ice advantage 



Gene J. Puskar/AP 


The Washington Capitals’ Alex Ovechkin, right, puts the go-ahead goal behind Penguins goaltender Matt 
Murray during the third period of Game 3 of their second-round playoff series Tuesday in Pittsburgh. 


By Will Graves 

Associated Press 

PITTSBURGH — Alex Ovech¬ 
kin and Nicklas Backstrom have 
spent their entire careers chas¬ 
ing the Pittsburgh Penguins 
and shouldering their own fran¬ 
chise’s onerous history of playoff 
failures. 

One brilliant end-to-end rush 
gave the two Washington Capi¬ 
tals teammates and their resilient 
club something they’ve rarely 
enjoyed against the two-time de¬ 
fending Stanley Cup champions: 
momentum. 

Ovechkin knocked his own re¬ 
bound out of midair and by Matt 
Murray with 1:07 remaining to 
lift the Capitals to a 4-3 victory 
on Tuesday night in Game 3 of 
their increasingly testy Eastern 
Conference semifinal series with 
Pittsburgh. 

Ovechkin’s initial shot smacked 
off the far post. 

The Russian star, however, 
stayed with the play and with 
Murray out of position, he deftly 
flicked it into the open net to give 
the Capitals a 2-1 series lead. 

“It’s a good thing I didn’t raise 
my arms up (after the first shot), 
you know to (celebrate) the play,” 
Ovechkin said after scoring his 
eighth goal of the playoffs. “Got 
lucky.” 

Matt Niskanen, John Carlson 
and Chandler Stephenson also 
scored for Washington, which im¬ 
proved to 4-0 on the road in the 
postseason. Braden Holtby fin¬ 
ished with 19 saves. Backstrom 
had three assists, including the 
helper on Ovechkin’s winner. 

“It’s huge, huge goal,” Ovech¬ 
kin said. “Obviously for our team, 
you know we want to win tonight 
and we did. It doesn’t matter what, 
it doesn’t matter who scored. 
We sacrifice. We play hard. And 


we have to do the same moving 
forward.” 

Game 4 is in Pittsburgh on 
Thursday night. 

Jake Guentzel had a goal and 
an assist for Pittsburgh. Sidney 
Crosby and Patric Hornqvist also 
scored, but the Penguins lost con¬ 
secutive playoff games for only 
the fourth time since the start of 
their run to consecutive Stanley 
Cups began in 2016. 

Pittsburgh also lost forward 
Zach Aston-Reese to a broken jaw 
and a concussion following a vio¬ 
lent collision with Washington’s 
Tom Wilson at the game’s mid¬ 
way point. 

Aston-Reese was stickhandling 
near the Washington bench when 


Wilson slammed into him, send¬ 
ing the 6-foot-4 Aston-Reese to 
the ice. 

Wilson was not penalized on the 
play, the second time in as many 
games he was not disciplined for 
a borderline hit. 

Pittsburgh defenseman Brian 
Dumoulin went into the league’s 
concussion protocol after Wilson 
blindsided him in Game 2 while 
Dumoulin was bracing for a colli¬ 
sion with Ovechkin. 

The NHL’s Department of 
Player safety didn’t ask Wilson to 
explain himself during a hearing 
and Dumoulin was back in the 
lineup to start Game 3. 

Both teams stressed the need 
to move forward with so much at 


stake. But that was before Aston- 
Reese slowly made his way off the 
ice, flinging one of his gloves at 
the Washington bench in frustra¬ 
tion, his jaw mangled and his sta¬ 
tus for the rest of the postseason 
uncertain. 

The initial point of contact was 
hard to discern, even on replay. 
Was it the shoulders? The head? 
Either way the tenor changed 
considerably. 

Asked afterward about the hit, 
Pittsburgh coach Mike Sullivan 
replied “at some point we hope 
the league might do something.” 

Maybe not. Officials conferred 
for several minutes before de¬ 
ciding to take no action against 
Wilson. 


Jets overcome 3-goal deficit, top Predators 



Trevor Hagan, The Canadian Press/AP 


The Jets’ Nikolaj Ehlers, front, 
and Dustin Byfuglien celebrate 
Byfuglien’s goal against the 
Predators during the second 
period of Game 3 of their playoff 
series Tuesday in Winnipeg, 
Manitoba. The Jets won 7-4. 


Associated Press 

WINNIPEG,Manitoba—Down 
3-0 after a disastrous opening 20 
minutes, there was no flipping of 
tables or peeling of paint off the 
walls in the Winnipeg Jets’ locker 
room. 

They instead spent the first in¬ 
termission calmly trying to fig¬ 
ure a way out of that deficit. 

“We got kicked in the teeth 
a little bit,” Jets captain Blake 
Wheeler said. “Our goal was just 
to win the second period and give 
ourselves a chance.” 

They did that, and a whole lot 
more. 

Wheeler scored on the power 
play with 4:59 left after Winnipeg 
roared back from that early defi¬ 
cit to defeat the Nashville Preda¬ 
tors 7-4 on Tuesday night and 
grab a 2-1 lead in their second- 
round playoff series. 

“It’s definitely not how you 
draw up a first period, but nobody 


panicked,” said Jets defenseman 
Jacob Trouba, who finished with 
a goal and an assist. 

“We just regrouped. It wasn’t 
really any different in here than 
if it was a tie game or if we were 
winning. 

“We just went out there and 
played a little bit faster and played 
with a little bit more confidence.” 

Dustin Byfuglien had two goals 
and an assist for Winnipeg, and 
Paul Stastny added a goal and two 
assists. 

Wheeler, who also had an as¬ 
sist, scored the first of two empty- 
net goals in the final minute, with 
Brandon Tanev getting the other. 

Mark Scheifele added two as¬ 
sists to become the first player 
since Sidney Crosby in 2010 to 
have five consecutive multi-point 
games in a postseason. Connor 
Hellebuyck made 26 stops. 

Filip Forsberg and P.K. Subban 
each had a goal and an assist for 


Nashville, while Mike Fisher and 
Austin Watson also scored. Mat- 
tias Ekholm and Ryan Johansen 
both added two assists for the 
Predators, who got 38 saves from 
Pekka Rinne. 

“We just stopped playing,” 
Nashville defenseman Ryan Ellis 
said. “You can’t win hockey when 
you stop playing.” 

Johansen said the Predators 
stopped skating after blowing the 
lead. 

“We stopped moving our legs,” 
Johansen said. “We did a lot of 
things poorly and they got better. 
Momentum swings in playoffs, 
they can be deadly.” 

Game 4 is Thursday night in 
Winnipeg before things shift 
back to Nashville for Game 5 on 
Saturday. 

The Jets opened the series with 
a 4-1 win in Nashville before the 
Predators picked up a 5-4 double 
overtime victory in Game 2. 


Scoreboard 


Conference semifinals 

(Best-of-seven; x-if necessary) 
EASTERN CONFERENCE 
Washington 2, Pittsburgh 1 
Pittsburgh 3, Washington 2 
Washington 4, Pittsburgh 1 
Tuesday: Washington 4, Pittsburgh 3 
Thursday: at Pittsburgh AFN-Sports2, 
1 a.m. Friday CET; 8 a.m. Friday JKT 
Saturday: at Washington AFN-Sports2, 
1:15 a.m. Sunday CET; 8:15 a.m. Sunday 
JKT 

x-Monday, May 7: at Pittsburgh 
x-Wednesday, May 9: at Washington 
Boston 1, Tampa Bay 1 
Boston 6, Tampa Bay 2 
Tampa Bay 4, Boston 2 
Wednesday: at Boston 
Friday: at Boston AFN-Sports2, 1 a.m. 
Saturday CET; 8 a.m. Saturday JKT 
Sunday, May 6: at Tampa Bay 
x-Tuesday, May 8: at Boston 
x-Thursday, May 10: at Tampa Bay 
WESTERN CONFERENCE 
Winnipeg 2, Nashville 1 
Winnipeg 4, Nashviile 1 
Nashviile 5, Winnipeg 4, 20T 
Tuesday: Winnipeg 7, Nashvilie 4 
Thursday: at Winnipeg AFN-Sports2, 
3:30 a.m. Friday CET; 10:30 a.m. Friday 


JKT 

x-Monday, May 7: at Winnipeg 
x-Thursday, May 10: at Nashviile 
Vegas 2, San Jose 1 
Vegas 7, San Jose 0 
San Jose 4, Vegas 3, 20T 
Vegas 4, San Jose 3, OT 
Wednesday: at San Jose 
Friday: at Vegas AFN-Sports2, 4 a.m. 
Saturday CET; 11 a.m. Saturday JKT 
x-Sunday, May 6: at San Jose 
x-Tuesday, May 8: at Vegas 

Tuesday 

Capitals 4, Penguins 3 

Washington 0 2 2—4 

Pittsburgh 0 3 0—3 

Second Period— 1, Washington, Carl¬ 
son 2 (Ovechkin, Backstrom), 0:48 (pp). 2, 
Pittsburgh, Guentzel 8 (Schultz, Crosby), 
4:33. 3, Pittsburgh, Hornqvist 4 (Malkin, 
Kessel), 6:49 (pp). 4, Washington, Ste¬ 
phenson 2 (Backstrom, Oshie), 11:04. 5, 
Pittsburgh, Crosby 8 (Guentzel, Letang), 
16:27. 

Third Period— 6 , Washington, Nis¬ 
kanen 1 (Orlov, Wilson), 5:06. 7, Washing¬ 
ton, Ovechkin 8 (Backstrom), 18:53. 

Shots on Goal-Washington 7-5-10- 
22. Pittsburgh 9-10-3-22. 

Power-play opportunities— Washing¬ 
ton 1 of 4; Pittsburgh 1 of 4. 

Goalies-Washington, Holtby 6-2 (22 
shots-19 saves). Pittsburgh, Murray 5-4 
(22-18). 

A-18,634 (18,387). T-2:39. 

Jets 7, Predators 4 

Nashville 3 0 1-4 


(Ekholm, Hartman), 4:53. 2, Nashville, 
Subban 2 (Johansen, Forsberg), 10:06 
(pp). 3, Nashville, Watson 5 (Ekholm), 

Second Period— 4, Winnipeg, Stastny 
3 (Trouba), 2:38. 5, Winnipeg, Byfuglien 2 
(Little, Myers), 5:11. 6, Winnipeg, Trouba 
2 (Wheeler, Stastny), 5:29. 7, Winnipeg, 
Byfuglien 3 (Laine, Stastny), 19:15. 

Third Period— 8 , Nashville, Forsberg 
5 (Johansen, Subban), 7:40 (pp). 9, Win¬ 
nipeg, Wheeler 2 (Scheifele, Byfuglien), 
15:01 (pp). 10, Winnipeg, Wheeler 3 
(Scheifele), 19:09. 11, Winnipeg, Tanev 4 
(Lowry), 19:29. 

Shots on Goal-Nashville 12-6-12-30. 
Winnipeg 10-16-19-45. 

Power-play opportunities— Nashville 
2 of 4; Winnipeg 1 of 5. 

Goalies— Nashville, Rinne 5-4 (43 

shots-38 saves). Winnipeg, Hellebuyck 
6-2 (30-26). 

A-15,321 (15,294). T-2:46. 



Trevor Hagan, The Canadian Press/AP 


RK. Subban and the Nashville 
Predators now find themselves 
trailing the Winnipeg Jets 2-1 in 
the best-of-seven series. 
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NHL PLAYOFFS _ 

Home: Road often helps teams eliminate distractions 



Jeff Chiu/AP 


Vegas Golden Knights center William Karlsson, center, celebrates with left wing James Neal, left, and center Jonathan Marchessault 
after scoring the winning goal against the Sharks during overtime of Game 3 of their second-round playoff series Monday in San 
Jose, Calif. The Golden Knights won 4-3 to hand the Sharks their first loss on home ice this postseason. 


FROM BACK PAGE 

wins on home ice. One of their seven regu¬ 
lation home losses, however, was a wild 6-5 
setback at the hands of Nashville in Febru¬ 
ary. The Predators’ triumph helped them 
win the Presidents Trophy and guarantee 
home ice through the playoffs. The Jets, of 
course, won the series opener in Nashville 
to steal that advantage. 

Home teams are just 27-27 so far in the 
playoffs heading into Wednesday night’s 
games, when Boston hosts Tampa Bay and 
Vegas plays at San Jose. Boston and Tampa 
Bay are tied after Boston claimed the 
opener on the road. Vegas leads San Jose 

2- 1 after both teams won the other’s ice. 

Asked why the games have become a 

coin flip regardless of venue. Penguins 
coach Mike Sullivan — whose team was 
outplayed at PPG Paints Arena by Phila¬ 
delphia in Game 2 and Game 5 in the open¬ 
ing round — admits he can’t really come 
up with a reason. 

“I don’t know if I have an answer for you 
that makes sense,” Sullivan said Monday. 
“Sometimes when teams go on the road, 
they have a tendency to simplify their 
game ... I know our team historically has 
been very good at home and I believe we 
will continue to do that.” 

If Pittsburgh wants to become the first 
franchise in 35 years to win three straight 
titles, it doesn’t really have much of a 
choice. Though Sullivan is right in that the 
Penguins are pretty good at PPG Paints 
Arena, they’ve only been so-so when fac¬ 
ing the Capitals. Washington won Game 
3 and Game 6 in Pittsburgh during the 
2017 postseason and wrapped up its third 
straight Metropolitan Division title with a 

3- 1 win there on April 1. the Capitals also 
won Game 3 on Tuesday at PPG Paints 
Arena to take a 2-1 lead in the series. 

“You’ve got to create your own momen¬ 
tum, but it gives you good memories,” Cap¬ 
itals coach Barry Trotz said. “If you have 
to go back into the memory bank, at least 
we have one. Those are things that you can 
bank on maybe for some positive feeling 
going forward.” 

Predators forward Nick Bonino couldn’t 
offer up any specifics about Nashville’s 
victory in Winnipeg even though it hap¬ 
pened all of two months ago, saying only 
“I’m sure we played a solid road game.” 

That wasn’t the case Tuesday, when the 
Predators blew a 3-goal lead in Winnipeg 
before losing 7-4. They trail 2-1 in the 
series. 

The road does offer the visiting team 
a sense of routine. There aren’t as many 
friends or family around. No kids waking 
up in the middle of the night. No traffic to 
deal with in most places. Just wake up, suit 
up and go play. 

“You go out to dinner, there’s not really 


any distractions,” Bonino said. “You’re 
there for hockey.” 

And the hockey in both series has been 
spectacular. Nashville avoided heading 
to Canada in an 0-2 hole with a thrilling 
double-overtime escape in Game 2. Wash¬ 
ington responded after blowing a two-goal, 
third-period lead in Game 1 by winning a 
predictably chippy Game 2. 

That chippiness included a questionable 
hit by Washington’s Tom Wilson to Pitts¬ 
burgh defenseman Brian Dumolin’s head 
in the second period that sent Dumolin into 
the concussion protocol. Dumolin skated 
with his teammates on Monday and was on 


the ice Tuesday. 

Wilson was not penalized for the hit and 
received a pass from the league when it 
opted not to schedule a disciplinary hear¬ 
ing to review the play. While Dumolin said 
he didn’t see Wilson coming because he 
was bracing for a hit by Alex Ovechkin, 
Wilson claimed Dumolin turned his head 
just before impact, leaving Wilson with no 
time to react. 

“He stops and turns and I’m kind of right 
there as [Ovechkin] is coming in pretty ag¬ 
gressively,” Wilson said. “It’s a collision.” 

Pittsburgh star Kris Letang wasn’t sur¬ 
prised Wilson’s hit wasn’t deemed illegal. 


Why? 

“Because we don’t know anymore (what’s 
legal and illegal),” he said. 

And we don’t know what a given night 
is going to bring anymore, either. Home 
teams get to sleep in their beds. They get 
the luxury of the last line change before fa- 
ceoffs, allowing them to get the matchups 
they want. And so far it has made zero dif¬ 
ference in the result. 

“It doesn’t have to be pretty always on 
the road,” Predators defenseman Matt 
Irwin said. “I think we embrace that.” 

AP Hockey Writer Stephen Whyno in Washington, 
D.C., and AP Sports Writer Teresa Waiker in 
Nashvilie, Tennessee, contributed to this report. 
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SPORTS BRIEFS 


Briefly 

Unsigned safety Reid 
files collusion grievance 



Marcio Jose Sanchez/AP 


In this Oct. 2, 2016, photo, San Francisco 49ers quarterback Colin 
Kaepernick, left, and safety Eric Reid kneel during the national 
anthem before an NFL game. The NFL players’ union says Eric 
Reid filed a grievance against the league, alleging that he remains 
unsigned as a result of collusion by owners. 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — The NFL play¬ 
ers’ union says former San Fran¬ 
cisco 49ers safety Eric Reid filed 
a grievance against the league, 
alleging that he remains un¬ 
signed as a result of collusion by 
owners. 

Reid, a Pro Bowler in 2013, had 
joined former teammate Colin 
Kaepernick two seasons ago in 
kneeling during the national an¬ 
them to protest police brutality 
and racial inequality. 

Kaepernick wasn’t signed for 
the 2017 season following his re¬ 
lease in San Francisco. Reid con¬ 
tinued the quarterback’s protests. 
The 26-year-old safety became 
a free agent this offseason when 
his rookie contract with the 49ers 
expired. 

“Our union is aware that Eric 
Reid and his legal representatives 
filed a collusion claim, which will 
be heard through the arbitration 
process as spelled out in our col¬ 
lective bargaining agreement,” 
the NFL Players Association said 
in a statement Wednesday. “Our 
union supports Eric and we are 
considering other legal options to 
pursue.” 

Kaepernick previously filed 
a collusion grievance that is in 
the discovery stage. He deposed 
several league owners and execu¬ 
tives, including Commissioner 
Roger Goodell. Reid is using the 
same attorneys as Kaepernick. 

A league spokesman said 
Wednesday: “We are abiding by 
the confidentiality provision of 
the CBA and have no comment.” 

In March, Goodell was asked 
about Reid, one of the better play¬ 
ers at his position in the NFL, not 


having a job. 

“I’ve said this repeatedly to 
you: The 32 teams make indi¬ 
vidual decisions on the players 
who are going to best help their 
franchises,” Goodell said. “Those 
are decisions they have to make. 
They do that every day in the best 
interest of winning. Teams make 
those decisions. I’m not directly 
involved with that.” 

NASACAR suspends 
driver Gallagher 

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. 
— Spencer Gallagher has been 
suspended indefinitely from 
NASCAR for violating its sub- 
stance-abuse policy, less than a 
week after winning his first ca¬ 
reer Xfinity Series race. 

The 28-year-old Gallagher 
agreed to participate in NAS- 
CAR’s substance-abuse recovery 
program. Other details were not 
disclosed Wednesday. 

Gallagher took the lead on the 
overtime lap on Saturday at Tal¬ 
ladega Superspeedway to win for 
the first time in 49 tries in NAS- 
CAR’s second-tier series. Galla¬ 
gher is winless in 59 starts in the 
Truck Series. He has never made 
a Cup Series start. 

After Gallagher won at Talla¬ 
dega, he declared he was going to 
“party like it’s 1999.” 

Gallagher drives this year for 
GMS Racing. The Las Vegas na¬ 
tive is the son of Allegiant Air 
CEO Maurice J. Gallagher Jr. 

Raiders’ Alexander out 
four games for PEDs 

ALAMEDA, Calif. — Oakland 


Raiders offensive lineman Vadal 
Alexander has been suspended 
without pay for the first four 
games next season for a violation 
of the league policy on perfor¬ 
mance-enhancing drugs. 

The Raiders made the an¬ 
nouncement Tuesday, attributing 
the information to the NFL. Al¬ 
exander won’t be eligible to play 
until an Oct. 7 road game against 
the Chargers. He can return to 
practice Oct. 1, a day after the 
Raiders host Cleveland. 

The 24-year-old offensive guard 
played in 15 games for Oakland 
last season with four starts and 
has appeared in 24 games over¬ 
all with nine starts in two NFL 
seasons. 

FIFA bans coach for 
bribing players 

ZURICH — FIFA has banned 
a former El Salvador coach for 
two years for his role in offer¬ 
ing players money to perform 
well in a World Cup qualifying 
game, and thereby help his native 
Honduras. 

FIFA ethics committee judges 
found Ramon Maradiaga guilty 
of “bribery and corruption” and 
failing to report the plot, soc¬ 
cer’s world governing body said 
Wednesday. 

El Salvador’s players were of¬ 
fered cash by a third party if they 
managed to win — or at least 
avoid losing by two goals or more 
— in a qualifier against Canada 
in September 2016. A big defeat 
risked helping Canada progress 
ahead of Honduras. It’s against 
FIFA rules for third parties to 
offer cash incentives to teams. 


Sweden punished over 
failure to wear medals 

Frustration over losing is no 
excuse for refusing to wear a sil¬ 
ver medal around your neck, the 
International Ice Hockey Federa¬ 
tion ruled Wednesday. 

The IIHF issued multi-game 
suspensions for five players and 
three coaches of Sweden’s nation¬ 
al team for pocketing or tossing 
their silver medals into the stands 
during the closing ceremony of 
the world junior championships in 
January. The actions occurred im¬ 
mediately following Sweden’s 3-1 
loss to Canada in the gold-medal 
game at the 10-nation tournament 
held in Buffalo, N.Y 

The Swedes violated an IIHF 
rule requiring players and team 
officials to wear medals around 
their necks during the closing 
ceremony and postgame media 
availabilities. 

Captain Lias Andersson faced 


the most severe discipline in being 
issued a four-game ban from next 
year’s world juniors. Upon being 
presented his medal, Andersson 
skated away and immediately 
tossed it over the glass to a fan. 

Defenseman Rasmus Dahlin, 
projected to be the No. 1 pick in the 
NHL Draft in June, was suspended 
from playing the first two games 
of the Under-18 world champion¬ 
ship next year. The ban does not 
apply to any other league. 

Forwards Axel Jonsson and 
Jesper Boqvist and goalie Olle 
Eriksson Ek were suspended 
from playing the first two games 
at the world juniors next year. 

Head coach Tomas Monten 
was issued a three-game ban 
from next year’s world juniors for 
putting the silver medal into his 
pocket during the ceremony. As¬ 
sistants Nizze Landen and Hen¬ 
rik Stridh were handed two-game 
suspensions. 


Brandon abruptly quits as Bills, Sabres president 



Bill Wippert/AP 


Buffalo Bills and Sabres 
president Russ Brandon 
resigned after confronted by 
the teams’ owners about an 
inappropriate relationship with a 
female employee, sources said. 


By John Wawrow 

Associated Press 

ORCHARD PARK, N.Y. — 
Russ Brandon abruptly resigned 
his dual role as president of the 
NFL’s Buffalo Bills and NHL’s 
Buffalo Sabres after being con¬ 
fronted by the teams’ owners 
regarding an alleged inappro¬ 
priate relationship with a female 
employee, two people with direct 
knowledge of the situation told 
The Associated Press. 

The people spoke on the condi¬ 
tion of anonymity because it is an 
internal matter, and owners Terry 
and Kim Pegula did not provide a 
reason for accepting Brandon’s 
resignation in a statement they 
released Tuesday. 

The relationship in question 
first became apparent to a num¬ 
ber of team employees during 


the Sabres’ visit to New York for 
a game against the Rangers on 
Jan. 18, the people said. The trip 
included the team hosting a fan 
event at a bar the day before the 
game. 

Kim Pegula will take over 
Brandon’s roles overseeing the 
Bills, Sabres and Pegula Sports 
Entertainment, the company 
which controls the owners’ nu¬ 
merous holdings. 

In a text to The AP, Brandon 
said he has contemplated step¬ 
ping down from the job for some 
time, and felt the timing was right 
after the conclusion of the NFL 
Draft. 

“My goal when the Pegulas 
purchased the franchise was to 
reach 20 years with the Bills, in 
which I achieved this past No¬ 
vember,” Brandon wrote. 

“As grateful as I am for the 


amazing experience and the 
incredible people I’ve had the 
privilege to work with the past 
two decades, I am just as anxious 
for the professional opportunities 
that lie ahead,” he added. 

Brandon did not respond to fol¬ 
low-up questions regarding his 
relationship. 

Brandon’s departure comes 
after the Bills made a big splash 
in the first round of the draft by 
trading up to select both Wyoming 
quarterback Josh Allen with the 
seventh pick, and Virginia Tech 
linebacker Tremaine Edmunds 
with the 16th pick. The new addi¬ 
tions join a Bills team that went 
9-7 and ended a 17-year playoff 
drought last season. 

On Saturday, the last-place Sa¬ 
bres earned a boost by winning 
the NHL Draft lottery and the 
right to the No. 1 pick for the third 


time in franchise history. 

Brandon most recently served 
as the Bills’ managing partner, 
was the Sabres’ alternate on the 
NHL’s board of governors and a 
member of the NFL’s business 
ventures committee. 

The timing of Brandon’s exit 
comes at a time he was supposed 
to oversee the Bills’ next big ven¬ 
ture in determining their future 
home. Brandon was expected to 
lead the team’s stadium search 
committee in deciding whether 
the Bills should continue play¬ 
ing at their current home or de¬ 
velop a new facility in downtown 
Buffalo. 

He served in various roles with 
the Bills, involving both market¬ 
ing and football decisions during 
a two-year stint as general man¬ 
ager from 2008-09. 
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NBA PLAYOFFS 


Scoreboard 


Conference semifinals 

(Best-of-seven; x-if necessary) 
Eastern Conference 
Cleveland 1, Toronto 0 
Tuesday: Cleveland 113, Toronto 112, 
OT 

Thursday: at Toronto AFN-Sports, Mid¬ 
night Thursday CET; 7 a.m. Friday JKT 
Saturday: at Cleveland 
Monday, May 7: at Cleveland 
x-Wednesday, May 9: at Toronto 
x-Friday, May 11: at Cleveland 
x-Sunday, May 13: at Toronto 
Boston 1, Philadelphia 0 


Boston 117,Philadelphia 101 

Thursday: at Boston AFN-Sports, 2:30 
a.m. Thursday CET; 9:30 a.ni. Thursday 
JKT 

Saturday: at Philadelphia 
Monday, May 7: at Philadelphia 
x-Wednesday, May 9: at Boston 
x-Friday, May 11: at Philadelphia 
x-Sunday, May 13: at Boston 
Western Conference 
Houston 1, Utah 0 
Houston 110, Utah 96 
Wednesday: at Houston 
Friday: at Utah 
Sunday: at Utah 
x-Tuesday, May 8: at Houston 
x-Thursday, May 10: at Utah 
x-Monday, May 14: at Houston 
Golden State 2, New Orleans 0 
Golden State 123, New Orleans 101 
Tuesday: Golden State 121, New Or¬ 
leans 116 

Friday: at New Orleans AFN-Sports, 2 
a.m. Saturday CET; 9 a.m. Saturday JKT 
Sunday: at New Orleans 
x-Tuesday, May 8: at Golden State 
x-Thursday, May 10: at New Orleans 
x-Monday, May 14: at Golden State 

Tuesday 

Warriors 121, Peiicans 116 

NEW ORLEANS - Moore 5-13 0-0 14, 
Mirotic 7-16 1-3 18, Davis 12-24 0-0 25, 
Rondo 8-15 3-3 22, Holiday 11-24 0-0 24, 
Miller 1-3 3-3 5, Hill 1-6 0-0 2, Diallo 2-2 0-0 

4, Clark 1-2 0-0 2. Totals 48-105 7-9 116. 
GOLDEN STATE - Young 1-4 0-0 3, 

Durant 11-23 5-6 29, Green 7-11 4-5 20, 
Iguodala 5-8 4-7 15, Thompson 4-20 0-0 
10, West 2-2 0-0 4, Looney 3-3 2-2 8, Curry 
8-15 7-7 28, Livingston 2-5 0-0 4. Totals 43- 
91 22-27 121. 

New Orleans 29 26 31 30-116 

Golden State 27 31 30 33-121 

Three-point goals—New Orleans 13- 
37 (Moore 4-8, Rondo 3-4, Mirotic 3-8, 
Holiday 2-9, Davis 1-3, Miller 0-2, HIM 0-3), 
Golden State 13-40 (Curry 5-10, Green 2- 

5, Durant 2-7, Thompson 2-11, Iguodala 
1-3, Young 1-4). Fouled Out—Mirotic. 
Rebounds—New Orleans 46 (Davis 15), 
Golden State 49 (Green 9). Assists—New 
Orleans 33 (Rondo 12), Golden State 36 
(Green 12). Total Fouls—New Orleans 19, 
Golden State 18. A-19,596 (19,596). 

Cavaiiers 113, Raptors 112 

CLEVELAND - Smith 6-11 3-3 20, James 
12-30 1-6 26, Love 3-13 0-0 7, Hill 2-7 0-0 4, 
Korver 7-17 0-019, Green 4-47-816, Thomp¬ 
son 5-8 4-4 14, Hood 1-5 0-0 2, Clarkson 2-7 
0-0 5. Totals 42-102 15-21 113. 

TORONTO- Anunoby 3-5 0-0 7, Ibaka 
3-8 3-3 9, Valanciunas 7-19 7-9 21, Lowry 
6-12 3-3 18, DeRozan 10-20 2-3 22, Miles 2- 
6 0-0 6, Siakam 4-5 2-5 11, Poeltl 0-3 4-4 4, 
VanVIeet 2-7 4-4 9, Wright 2-6 0-0 5. Totals 
39-91 25-31 112. 

Cleveland 19 38 25 23 8-113 

Toronto 33 27 27 18 7-112 

Three-point goals—Cleveland 14- 
35 (Smith 5-6, Korver 5-12, Green 1-1, 
Clarkson 1-2, Love 1-4, James 1-8, Hood 
0-2), Toronto 9-28 (Lowry 3-6, Miles 2-3, 
Siakam 1-1, Wright 1-2, Anunoby 1-3, 
VanVIeet 1-5, Valanciunas 0-1, Ibaka 0- 
3, DeRozan 0-4). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—Cleveland 45 (Love 13), Toronto 
50 (Valanciunas 21). Assists—Cleveland 
25 (James 13), Toronto 26 (Lowry 10). 
Total Fouls—Cleveland 23, Toronto 22. 
A-19,954 (19,800). 


Curry returns, Warriors go up 2-0 



By Janie Mccauley 
Associated Press 

OAKLAND, Calif. — Long 
before tipoff, Stephen Curry 
swished his routine tunnel shot 
on the second try. Once the game 
began, the two-time MVP stood 
along the bench anxiously wait¬ 
ing for his turn, shaking his legs 
and clapping his hands with ner¬ 
vous energy and anticipation. 

Then — mouthpiece dangling, 
of course — Curry finally entered 
at the 4:20 mark of the first quar¬ 
ter to a roaring ovation from the 
Oracle Arena crowd and imme¬ 
diately got to work. He knocked 
down a three-pointer from the 
left wing 11 seconds later and was 
off and running in Golden State’s 
121-116 victory over the New Or¬ 
leans Pelicans on Tuesday night. 

“It was an eternity it felt like, 
for sure,” Curry said. “When 
the lights come back on after the 
starting lineups you’re usually in 
the go kind of mind frame. I had 
to kind of pace myself and be pa¬ 
tient with it. It seemed like it took 
forever but it was a good feeling 
to get back out on the floor and 
just let loose and have fun.” 

Curry came off the bench to 
score 28 points in a triumphant 
return from a knee injury and 
nearly six weeks off, and the War¬ 
riors held off Anthony Davis and 
the pesky Pelicans to go ahead 
2-0 in the Western Conference 
semifinals. 

All is right with the Warriors 
again now that No. 30 is back on 
the floor — even as a backup. 

“It brought a lot of life to the 
building, a lot of life to our team’s 
spirit. Pretty fitting for sure,” 
Draymond Green said of Curry’s 
immediate three. 

Kevin Durant scored 29 points 
with a huge three-pointer with 
3:10 to play, to go with seven as¬ 
sists and six rebounds in Golden 
State’s franchise-record 14th 
consecutive postseason victory at 
Oracle Arena. Green contributed 
20 points, 12 assists and nine re¬ 
bounds while battling Davis on 


both ends all night. 

Davis finished with 25 points 
and 15 rebounds, and Jrue Holi¬ 
day had 24 points, eight rebounds 
and eight assists for the Pelicans, 
who also got 22 points and 12 as¬ 
sists from Rqjon Rondo. 

“It was tough,” Davis said. “We 
were in it the whole game.” 

Andre Iguodala converted 
a snazzy three-point play with 
6:41 left when he flipped the ball 
up and it came back down and 
through the net as he was fouled 
by Rondo, then Golden State 
pulled away. 

The best-of-seven series re¬ 
sumes with Game 3 on Friday at 
New Orleans. 

Curry shot 8-for-15 with five 
three-pointers and grabbed seven 
rebounds in 27 minutes. He let it 
fly for a 30-foot three in the clos¬ 
ing minute of the third. 

“He’s going to score,” New Or¬ 


leans coach Alvin Gentry said. 

The Warriors were focused on 
keeping their edge after a blow¬ 
out Game 1 win. 

Just the energy Curry brings 
helped that cause. 

The whole place came alive 
when he made his first appear¬ 
ance on the floor. 

“That was a special moment 
when Steph checked into the 
game,” Warriors coach Steve 
Kerr said. 

Curry had been sidelined since 
spraining his left knee March 23, 
the same day he came back from 
a six-game absence with a right 
ankle injury. 

He already had a history of 
brilliant returns from injuries. 

In late December against 
Memphis, Curry came back after 
being sidelined 11 games with a 
sprained right ankle to score 38 
points with 10 three-pointers. 


Curry returned for Game 4 of 
the Warriors’ five-game Western 
Conference semifinals against 
Portland two years ago and made 
16 of 32 shots with five three- 
pointers and scored 17 points in 
overtime on the way to 40 in a 
132-125 victory. He grabbed nine 
rebounds and dished out eight 
assists. 

The game had its testy 
moments. 

Curry made a bounce pass in 
transition to Iguodala late in the 
third and Solomon Hill was hit 
with a flagrant 1 for grabbing 
Iguodala’s neck area as he shot. 
That came 14 seconds after a 
double-technical against Davis 
and Green after they got tangled 
and rolled around and over each 
other. 

“I live for playoff basketball. 
It’s the most fun time of the year 
for me,” Green said. 


James has triple-double as Cavs nip Raptors 



Nathan Denette, The Canadian Press/AP 

Raptors center Jonas 
Valanciunas reacts after missing 
a shot against the the Cavaliers 
late in the second half of Game 
1 of the Eastern Conference 
semifinals Tuesday in Toronto. 


By Ian Harrison 

Associated Press 

TORONTO — This time, LeBron James 
didn’t have to do it all by himself 

James had 26 points, 13 assists and 11 re¬ 
bounds for his 21st career playoff triple-double, 
J.R. Smith scored 20 points and the Cleveland 
Cavaliers beat the Toronto Raptors 113-112 in 
overtime on Tuesday night to win Game 1 of 
their second-round playoff series. 

Kyle Korver scored 19 points, including 
the go-ahead three-pointer in overtime after 
Cleveland never led in regulation. Tristan 
Thompson had 14 points and 12 rebounds for 
the Cavaliers, who have eliminated Toronto in 
each of the past two postseasons. 

“My teammates were unbelievable tonight,” 
James said. “They stepped up when I wasn’t 
at my best.” 

Jeff Green scored 16 points and Kevin Love 
had 13 rebounds. 

James, who topped 40 points three times 
in seven games against Indiana in round one, 
shot 12-for-30 against Toronto, going l-for-8 


from three-point range, and called it “prob¬ 
ably one of my worst games of the season.” 

Still, James came through when it counted, 
tying the score with two baskets in the final 92 
seconds of regulation to complete Cleveland’s 
comeback from a double-digit deficit. 

“It got to a one-possession, two-possession 
game,” he said. “That’s what I like the most.” 

Toronto’s Fred VanVIeet missed a three- 
pointer with 3.4 seconds to go in overtime 
that could have won it for the Raptors, who 
couldn’t hold on after taking a 10-point lead 
early in the fourth quarter. 

“He got a heck of a shot,” Raptors guard 
DeMar DeRozan said. “I’ll live with him 
shooting that shot 10 times out of 10. We got a 
good look and it just didn’t fall.” 

Jonas Valanciunas had 21 points and 21 re¬ 
bounds, Kyle Lowry had 18 points and 10 as¬ 
sists, and DeRozan scored 22 points for the 
Raptors, who host Game 2 on Thursday night. 

The Cavahers beat the Raptors in six games 
in the Eastern Conference finals in 2016 before 
going on to win their first NBA championship. 
Last year, Cleveland swept Toronto in the sec¬ 


ond round. 

Korver’s three early in overtime gave the 
Cavaliers their first lead of the game, 108-105. 

Lowry’s three-point play made it 113-112 
with 57 seconds to go and, after the Cavs were 
called for a shot-clock violation, Toronto had 
one more chance to win, but VanVIeet couldn’t 
come through. 

“We feel good about the win but I think we 
were also very fortunate,” Korver said. 

VanVIeet was one of four Raptors to miss 
in the final seconds of regulation. Toronto got 
four looks at the potential winning basket but 
missed all four, including a wide-open three 
by VanVIeet, giving Cleveland the ball with 
0.6 seconds remaining. Green inbounded to 
James, but his shot bounced off the rim. 

The Raptors shot 5-for-24 in the fourth 
quarter, with Valanciunas missing six of 
seven attempts. Toronto missed its final 11 
shot attempts in regulation. 

“I don’t know if it was nerves or yips or 
what,” Raptors coach Dwane Casey said. “Just 
things that shot ourselves in the foot when we 
had a 10-point lead.” 
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MLB SCOREBOARD 


American League 

East Division 

W L Pet 

Boston 21 8 

New York 19 10 

Toronto 17 12 

Tampa Bay 13 15 

Baltimore 8 21 

Central Division 
Cleveland 15 13 

Detroit 12 16 

Minnesota 9 16 

Chicago 8 19 

Kansas City 8 21 

West Division 
Houston 20 11 

Seattie 17 11 

Los Angeies 17 12 

Oakland 14 15 

Texas 12 19 

National Leage 

East Division 

W L P( 

New York 17 10 -R3 

Atlanta 17 11 

Philadelphia 16 13 

Washington 14 16 

Miami 11 18 

Central Division 

Chicago 
Milwaukee 
St. Louis 
Pittsburgh 
Cincinnati 


Tigers 2 , Rays 1 


r hbi 


16 11 
18 '■ 


17 13 

“ 23 


16 15 


West Division 

Arizona 21 8 

Colorado 
San Francisco 
Los Angeles iz i/ 

San Diego 11 20 

Tuesday’s games 


355 11 


Texas 8, Cleveland 6,12 i 
Detroit 2, Tampa Bay 1 
Kansas City 7, Boston 6,13 innings 
N.Y. Yankees 4, Houston 0 
Toronto 7, Minnesota 4,10 innings 
St. Louis 3, Chicago White Sox 2 

L.A. Angels 3, Baltimore 2 
Seattle 6, Oakland 3 
Washington 12, Pittsburgh 4 
Atlanta 3, N.Y. Mets 2 
Miami 2, Philadelphia 1,10 innings 
Milwaukee 7, Cincinnati 6 
Colorado 3, Chicago Cubs 1 
Arizona 4, L.A. Dodgers 3 
San Diego 3, San Francisco 2 
Wednesday’s games 
Kansas City at Boston 
Tampa Bay at Detroit 
Texas at Cleveland 
Toronto at Minnesota 
Chicago White Sox at St. Louis 
N.Y. Yankees at Houston 
Baltimore at L.A. Angels 
Oakland at Seattle 
Colorado at Chicago Cubs 
San Diego at San Francisco 
Pittsburgh at Washington 
Atlanta at N.Y. Mets 
Milwaukee at Cincinnati 
Philadelphia at Miami 

L.A. Dodgers at Arizona 

Thursday’s games 

Toronto (Garcia 2-2) at Cleveland 
(Carrasco 4-1), 1st game 

N.Y. Yankees (Tanaka 4-2) at Houston 
(McCullers 4-1) 

Detroit (Fiers 2-2) at Kansas City (Sk- 
oglund 1-2) 

Toronto (TBD) at Cleveland (Plutko 0- 
0), 2nd game 

Boston (Price 2-3) at Texas (Minor 2- 

1 ) 

Minnesota (Odorizzi 2-2) at Chicago 
White Sox (Lopez 0-2) 

Baltimore (Tillman 1-4) at L.A. Angels 
(TBD) 

Oakland (Mengden 2-3) at Seattle 
(TBD) 

Pittsburgh (Williams 4-1) at Washing¬ 
ton (Hellickson 0-0) 

Atlanta (Teheran 1-1) at N.Y. Mets 
(Vargas 0-1) 


Tuesday 

Rangers 8, Indians 6 (12) 

Texas Cleveland 

ab r h hi ab r hbi 

DSheldscf 6 12 1 Under ss 6 12 0 

Choodh 3 2 10 Kipnis2b 5 12 2 

Profarss 6 12 3 Jose.Rm3b 6 0 2 0 

Mazara rf 6 112 Brntley If 6 114 
Gallo IMb 6 12 1 Encrncodh 5 0 2 0 

Knr-Flf3b 6 14 1 R.Davis pr-dhl 0 0 0 

Guzman lb 4 0 0 0 Alonso lb 5 0 0 0 

R.Nunezph-lf 1 0 0 0 Gomes c 6 12 0 

Centeno c 1 0 0 0 Naquin rf 3 110 

R.Chrnsc 5 0 10 Guyerph-rf 1 0 10 

Ruapr-lf 10 10 Zimmer cf 4 10 0 
RbinsonZb 6 110 

Totals 51 815 8 Totals 48 613 6 

Texas 000 020 400 002-8 

Cleveland 000 000 204 000-6 

E-Fister (1). DP-Texas 2. LOB-Texas 
10, Cleveland 10. 2B-Choo (8), Profar 2 

(7) , Kiner-Falefa (4), Lindor (7), Kipnis 

(8) , Jose.Ramirez (6). HR-DeShields (1), 
Mazara (4), Gallo (9), Kiner-Falefa (2), 
Brantley (3). SB-DeShlelds (4). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Texas 

Fister 616 6 2 0 2 4 

Diekman 1 0 0 0 1 0 

Leclerc 'A 0 0 0 0 1 

Kela 1 5 4 4 0 2 

Claudio W,l-1 3 2 0 0 0 0 

Cleveland 

Clevinger 616 7 3 3 1 7 

Beliveau 0 2 3 3 0 0 

Otero I'/s 1 0 0 0 2 

Belisle 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Olson 16 1 0 0 0 2 

Goody L,0-2 1^3 3 2 2 1 2 

McAllister 16 1 0 0 0 2 

Beliveau pitched to 3 batters in the 
7th. HBP—by Fister (Naquin), by Beliveau 
(Choo). WP-Goody. T-4:05. A-16,356 
(35,225). 


Hchvrrass 4 110 Martin cf _ _ _ 
Cron lb 4 0 10 Cndlrio3b 4 12 0 

M.Duffy3b 4 0 0 1 Cstllnsrf 3 0 11 

W.Ramosc 3 0 10 V.Mrtindh 4 0 0 0 

Dan.Rbr2b 4 0 0 0 J.Jones If 4 0 0 0 

Gomez rf 3 0 10 Goodrumlb2 0 0 0 

Rfsnydrdh 3 0 10 J.McCnnc 3 110 

B.MIIerph-dhl 0 0 0 J.lgissss 3 0 0 0 

M.Smithcf 4 0 10 D.Mchdo2b3 0 1 0 

Field If 2 0 10 
Spanph-lf 10 10 

Totals 33 1 8 1 Totals 30 2 7 2 
Tampa Bay 000 010 000—1 

Detroit 001 010 OOx-2 

DP—Detroit 1. LOB—Tampa Bay 7, De¬ 
troit 6. 2B—Martin (5), Castellanos (7). 
SB-Gomez (3), M.SmIth (6). 

Tampa Bay IP H R ER BB SO 

Archer L,2-2 6 6 2 2 1 6 

Kittredge 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Venters 1 10010 

Detroit 

Boyd W,l-2 6 7 1 1 1 7 

Wilson H,4 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Jimenez H,4 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Greene S,5-7 1 0 0 0 0 2 

HBP-by Boyd (Gomez). T-2;28. A- 
17,255 (41,297). 

Yankees 4, Astros 0 

New York Houston 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Gardner If 3 0 0 0 Sprngrrf-cf4 0 10 
Judge rf 4 110 AltuveZb 4 0 10 
Grgriusss 4 12 0 Correa ss 3 0 0 0 

Stanton dh 4 0 0 0 Gurriel lb 4 0 2 0 

G.Sanchc 4 12 3 Bregman3b4 0 0 0 

A.Hickscf 4 110 Ma.Gnzalf 4 0 10 

Anduiar3b 4 0 10 Gattisdh 3 0 0 0 

Austin lb 4 0 0 0 B.McCnn c 3 0 0 0 

G.Trres2b 3 0 0 0 Mrsnickef 2 0 10 

Reddick ph-rf 10 0 0 

Totals 34 4 7 3 Totals 32 0 6 0 

New York 000 000 004-4 

Houston 000 000 000-0 

DP-New York 1. LOB-New York 4, 
Houston 6. 2B—Gregorius (9), Marisnick 
(2). HR-G.Sanchez (8). SB-A.Hicks (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

New York 

Montgomery 1 0 0 0 0 0 

German 4 4 0 0 1 4 

Green 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Betances 1 1 0 0 0 3 

Robertson W,2-l 1 1 0 0 0 2 

Chapman 1 0 0 0 0 3 

Houston 

Verlander 8 3 0 0 0 14 

Giles L,0-1 '/3 4 4 4 0 1 

Harris 16 0 0 0 0 0 

HBP—by Verlander (Gardner). WP— 
Betances, Harris. T-2:57. A-34,386. 

Blue Jays 7, Twins 4 (10) 

Toronto Minnesota 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Grndrsn If 4 0 0 0 Grssman rf 4 0 0 0 

T.Hrnndrf 6 0 10 LaMarrecf 10 0 0 

Smoaklb 3 111 Mauerlb 5 111 

Solarte3b 5 0 10 Kepler cf-rf 3 1 1 0 

Pillar cf 3 12 1 E.Escbr3b 4 110 

GrrlJr2b 5 0 0 0 E.Rsrio If 4 12 3 

Morales dh 3 2 3 2 Garverc 4 0 0 0 

Ngoepepr-dh 0 10 0 Mrrisondh 4 0 10 

Mailec 4 2 10 Adranzass 3 0 0 0 

A.Diazss 5 0 11 B.Dzierph-2blO 0 0 

G.Petit2b-ss 4 0 2 0 

Totals 38 710 5 Totals 37 4 8 

Toronto 000 021 010 3 

Minnesota 200 002 000 0- 

DP—Toronto 1, Minnesota 1. LOB—To 
ronto 10, Minnesota 4. 2B—Solarte (4 
Pillar 2 (12), E.Escobar (12), E.Rosario (5). 
HR-Morales 2 (3), Mauer (1), E.Rosario 
(4). SB-T.Hernandez (2), Pillar (5), Mo¬ 
rales (1). SF-Plllar (2). 

Toronto IP H R ER BB SO 

Estrada 5 7 4 4 1 3 

Oh 100002 

Axford 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Tepera 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Clippard W,4-0 1 0 0 0 0 0 

OsunaS,8-9 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Minnesota 
Gibson 
Pressly 


2 2 6 


Duke H,5 
Reed BS,1 
Rodney 
Curtiss L,0-1 


Cardinals 3, White Sox 2 

Chicago St. Louis 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Moncada2b 5 0 2 2 Pham cf 4 111 

Ti.Andrss 3 0 0 0 M.Crpnt3b 4 12 1 

J.Abreulb 4 0 10 Mrtinezlb 4 0 0 0 

DvidsonSb 3 0 10 Ozuna If 4 110 

DImnicolf 4 0 10 Y.Mlinac 4 0 2 1 

W.Cstllc 4 0 0 0 De.FwIrrf 3 0 0 0 

T.Thmps rf 3 10 0 DeJong ss 2 0 0 0 

Engel cf 3 110 Wong 2b 2 0 10 

Shields p 2 0 0 0 Wachap 10 0 0 
Palkaph 1 0 0 0 Grgrson p 0 0 0 0 

B.Rndonp 0 0 0 0 G.Grciaph 10 0 0 

N.Jonesp 0 0 0 0 Jor.Hckp 0 0 0 0 

L. Grciaph 1 0 0 0 Leone p 0 0 0 0 

Soria p 0 0 0 0 Gyorko ph 0 0 0 0 

Baderpr 0000 

B. Nrrisp 0 0 0 0 

Totals 33 2 6 2 Totals 29 3 7 3 
Chicago 000 200 000-2 

St. Louis 100 000 002-3 

DP—Chicago 2. LOB—Chicago 8, St. 
Louis 4. 2B—Moncada (8), M.Carpenter 
(5), Ozuna(4). HR—Pham (4), M.Carpenter 
(3). SB—T.Thompson (1), Engel (4), Ozuna 
(1). CS-Wong (2). S-Wong (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

ShS'* 6 2 110 4 

Rondon H,1 1 2 0 0 0 0 

Jones H,2 1 0 0 0 2 0 

Soria L,0-1 BS,2 'AS 2 2 0 1 

St. Louis 

Wacha 5 5 2 2 3 3 

Gregerson 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Hicks 1 0 0 0 1 0 

Leone 1 1 0 0 0 2 

Norris W,l-0 1 0 0 0 0 0 

WP-Wacha, Rondon. T-2:56. A- 
38,800 (45,538). 

Angels 3, Orioles 2 

Baltimore Los Angeles 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Mancinilf 4 110 Kinsler2b 5 0 2 0 

PtersonZb 4 0 0 0 Trout cf 10 0 0 

M. Mchdoss 4 12 1 Upton If 5 0 11 

A.Jonescf 4 0 11 Pujols lb 4 0 0 0 

Alvarez 3b 4 0 0 0 Ohtani dh 4 0 10 

Trumbodh 4 0 0 0 A.Smmnsss4 110 

C. Davislb 1 0 0 0 VIbuenaSb 4 111 

Sntnderrf 3 0 0 0 K.CIhun rf 4 0 10 

Sisco c 2 0 0 0 MIdnadoc 4 0 3 0 

Joseph c 1 0 0 0 Young pr 0 10 0 

Totals 31 2 4 2 Totals 35 310 2 

Baltimore 000 000 002-2 

Los Angeles 000 002 001—3 

E-M.Machado (3). LOB-Baltimore 4, 
Los Angeles 11. 2B-M.Machado 2 (9), 
Kinsler (2), Ohtani (2), A.Simmons (5), 
Maldonado (3). HR-Valbuena (4). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Baltimore 

Cobb 6 7 2 2 2 2 

Castro 1 0 0 0 1 1 

Bleier I'A 0 0 0 0 0 

Brach L,0-1 0 3 1110 

Los Angeles 

- ' 0 0 2 5 


Anders 


16 


0 0 0 0 1 

1112 2 
10 0 11 
2 3 3 2 1 

. 0 0 0 0 0 

M.Estrada pitched to 2 batters in the 
6th. HBP-by Gibson (Granderson). WP— 
Curtiss 2. T-3:32. A-16,245 (38,649). 

Rockies 3, Cubs 1 

Colorado Chicago 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

BIckmoncf 2 111 Rizzo lb 4 111 

Dahl If 4 111 Bryant 3b-rf 4 0 1 0 

Arenado3b 4 111 Zobrist2b 2 0 0 0 

C. Gnzal rf 4 0 0 0 Russell ss 4 0 0 0 

Story ss 4 0 0 0 Schwrbr If 4 0 10 

Desmond lb 3 0 0 0 Cratini c 3 0 0 0 

D. Cstro 2b 3 0 0 0 Heyward rf 3 0 0 0 

Woltersc 3 0 0 0 J.WIsonp 0 0 0 0 

J.Grayp 2 0 10 I.Happcf 3 0 0 0 

Parra ph 1 0 0 0 Hndrcksp 2 0 0 0 

Ottvinop 0 0 0 0 LStlla3b 10 0 0 
W.Davis p 0 0 0 0 

Totals 30 3 4 3 Totals 30 1 3 1 

Colorado 200 100 000-3 

Chicago 100 000 000-1 

DP-Chicago 1. LOB-Colorado 2, Chi¬ 
cago 4. 3B—Schwarber (1). HR—Black¬ 
mon (10), Dahl (1), Arenado (5), Rizzo (2). 
SB—Blackmon (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Colorado 

Gray W,3-4 
Ottavino H,7 
Davis S,ll-12 

Chicago 

Hendricks L,2-2 716 4 3 3 2 5 

Wilson l'/3 0 0 0 0 2 

T-2:24. A-40,077 (41,649). 


1116 
0 0 0 1 
0 0 12 


Nationais 

Pittsburgh 

ab r h I 

A.Frzer2b-rf 4 0 0 

Polanco rf 3 0 0 

R. Rdrgzp 10 0 

S. Rdrig ph 10 0 

S.Martecf 4 0 0 

J.Belllb 3 1 2 

Dckrsonlf 4 11 

Crvellic 2 0 1 

E.Diazph-c 2 0 0 

Moran 3b 3 12 

Mercer ss 4 0 1 

Kuhl p 2 0 0 

Glasnowp 0 0 0 

Moroff2b 2 1 1 

Mo.Srra ph-rf 10 0 
Difo3b-ss 2 3 2 

Totals 35 4 8 

Pittsburgh 
Washington 


E-Moran 2 (4). LOB-Pittsburgh 7, 
Washington 3. 2B-J.Bell (6), Cervelli 
(5), Moran (6), Mercer (10), T.Turner (7). 
HR—Dickerson (4), Moroff (1), Harper (9), 
M.Adams 2 (5), Difo (1). SB-Kendrick (1). 
CS-T.Turner (1). 

Pittsburgh IP H R ER BB SO 

Kuhl L,3-2 416 4 6 4 2 3 

Glasnow 1 4 6 6 2 1 

Rodriguez 2'/3 2 0 0 0 2 

Washington 

Scherzer W,6-l 6'/3 3 2 2 2 8 

Suero 16 2 0 0 0 0 

Solis 1 1 0 0 0 2 

Torres 1 2 2 2 1 1 

WP-Rodriguez. T-2:58. A-23,534. 

Royais 7, Red Sox 6 (13) 

Kansas City Boston 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Mrrfeld 2b 6 110 Bnntndi cf-lf 6 13 0 

Solerdh 6 12 3 H.Rmirzdh 6 0 0 0 

Cthbert3b 3 0 0 0 J.Mrtin If 3 0 10 

Mstakasph 1 0 0 0 Betts rf 2 0 0 0 

Buterac 2 110 Mreland lb 6 2 3 1 

S.Perezc 5 12 0 Bgaertsss 5 0 0 0 

Goins pr-3b 2 0 10 Devers3b 5 2 2 0 

Jayrf 5 14 1 BrdlyJrf-cf 6 0 12 

A.AImntcf 5 0 0 0 C.Vazqzc 6 0 11 

Dudalb 5 0 2 0 Lin 2b 2 0 0 0 

A.Escbrss 5 0 0 1 ENunzph-2b 4 111 
A.Grdon If 6 2 2 1 

Totals 51 715 6 Totals 51 612 5 
Kansas City 000 101 001 001 3-7 

Boston 000 002 100 001 2-6 

E—Bogaerts (1), Devers (6), C.Vazquez 
2 (3). DP-Boston 1. LOB-KC 12, Boston 9. 
2B-Soler (7), Butera (3), Benintendi (8), 
Devers 2 (8). HR-Soler (3), A.Gordon (1), 
Moreland (4), E.Nunez (3). SB—S.Perez (1). 
CS—Escobar (1). SF—Jay (1),Escobar (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 




IS City 


Alvarez H,2 16 0 0 0 

Johnson H,3 16 0 0 0 

Bedrosian W,l-0 BS,2 1 3 2 2 u u 

Cobb pitched to 1 batter in the 7th. 
T-2:58. A-32,345 (45,050). 

Mariners 6, Athletics 3 

Oakland Seattle 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Joyce If 4 0 0 0 D.Grdon cf 5 1 5 0 

Semienss 3 0 10 Segura ss 3 10 2 

Lowrie2b 4 111 Cano 2b 4 0 0 0 

K.Davisdh 3 10 0 Cruzdh 4 113 

M.OIsonlb 2 110 K.SagerSb 3 110 
M.Chpmn3b 3 0 0 0 Haniger rf 2 0 0 0 

Canhacf 3 0 11 Zuninoc 4 0 11 

Pinderrf 4 0 0 1 Gamel If 3 110 

Lucroyc 3 0 0 0 Healylb 4 10 0 

Totals 29 3 4 3 Totals 32 6 9 6 

Oakland 100 000 200-3 

Seattle 010 031 Olx-6 

DP-Seattle 2. LOB-Oakland 5, Seattle 
9.2B-M.OIson (4), D.Gordon (6), K.Seager 
(8), Zunino (2). HR-Lowrie (7), Cruz (6). 
SB—D.Gordon 2 (12). CS—M.Chapman 
(1). SF-Segura (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Oakland 

Triggs L,2-l 416 6 4 4 3 4 

Trivino I'A 2 1111 

Coulombe 1 0 1112 

Petit 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Seattle 

Hernandez W,4-2 6 3 3 3 4 7 

Vincent H,6 1 1 0 0 0 2 

Nicasio H,ll 1 0 0 0 0 2 

DiazS,12-12 1 0 0 0 2 2 

F.Hernandez pitched to 2 batters in 
the 7th. Coulombe pitched to 1 batter in 
the 8th. HBP-by Triggs (Haniger). WP— 
Triggs. T-3:06. A-12,468 (47,943). 


12, Pirates 4 

Washington 

bi ab r hbi 

0 Harper rf 3 2 13 
0 Stvnson If 10 0 0 
0 T.Trnerss 3 113 
0 R.Btstarf-cfl 0 0 0 
0 M.Adams If 4 3 3 3 
0 A.Snchz3b 10 0 0 
2 Zmmrmn lb 4 0 1 1 
0 Kndrick2b 4 110 
0 M.Tylorcf 4 0 0 0 
0 Solis p 0 0 0 0 
0 C.Trresp 0 0 0 0 
0 Wietersc 4 0 0 0 
0 Schrzerp 3 2 11 
Suero p 0 0 0 0 

Totals 35121012 
000 000 202- 4 
001 146 OOx-12 


7 2 2 1 5 
HIM A 1 110 0 

Keller 16 0 0 0 0 1 

Boyer 1 00011 

McCarthy 3 0 0 0 0 2 

Herrera W,l-0 BS,1 1 2 110 1 

Smith H,1 '/3 1 2 2 0 0 

Flynn S,l-2 16 1 0 0 0 0 

Boston 

Sale 7 5 2 1 2 6 

Barnes H,6 1 2 0 0 0 1 

Kimbrel BS,1 1 1110 1 

Smith 1 2 0 0 0 1 

Hembree 2 2 1111 

Johnson L,l-1 1 3 3 3 0 1 

HBP-by Sale (Soler), by Sale (Duda), 
by Smith (Bogaerts). WP-Keller 2. T- 
4:25. A-34,466 (37,731). 

Braves 3, Mets 2 

Atlanta New York 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Albies2b 5 110 A.Cbrra2b 4 0 10 

Acuna If 5 12 0 Cnfortocf 4 0 0 0 

F.Frmanlb 5 12 2 Cespdes If 4 13 1 

Mrkakisrf 5 0 2 1 Bruce rf 4 0 10 

K.Szukic 5 0 2 0 T.Frzer3b 4 12 0 

Swanson ss 4 0 2 0 A.Gnzal lb 3 0 10 

R. FIhrt3b 3 0 2 0 Lagares pr 0 0 0 0 

Soroka p 3 0 0 0 A.Rsrioss 4 0 0 0 

Carle p 0 0 0 0 Nidoc 3 0 10 

Winkler p 0 0 0 0 Flores ph 10 0 1 

Tucker ph 10 10 Syndrgrp 2 0 0 0 

Minterp 0 0 0 0 Blevins p 0 0 0 0 

Vzcainop 0 0 0 0 A.Ramos p 0 0 0 0 

Incarte cf 4 0 10 Nimmoph 10 0 0 

S. Lugo p 0 0 0 0 
Jo.Ryesph 10 0 0 

Totals 40 315 3 Totals 35 2 9 2 

Atlanta 300 000 000-3 

New York 000 001 001-2 

DP—Atlanta 1. LOB—Atlanta 12, New 
York 7. 2B-Acuna (5), F.Freeman (12), 
NIdo (1). HR—Cespedes (7). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Atlanta 

Soroka W,l-0 6 6 1 1 0 5 

Carle 0 0 0 0 1 0 

Winkler H,4 1 0 0 0 0 2 

MinterH,4 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Vizcaino S,4-5 1 2 110 1 

New York 

Syndergaard L,2-l 6 10 3 3 1 3 

Blevins 16 1 0 0 0 0 

Ramos 16 2 0 0 0 0 

Lugo 2 2 0 0 0 2 

Carle pitched to 0 batter in the 7th. 
HBP-by Syndergaard (Swanson). WP— 
Vizcaino. T-2:43. A-22,527 (41,922). 

Padres 3, Giants 2 

San Diego San Francisco 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Margot cf 4 0 0 0 Blanco cf 4 110 

Hosmerlb 4 2 2 1 Jackson ph 10 0 0 

VllnevaSb 4 111 MeCtehn rf 4 0 11 
Pirela2b 3 0 0 1 Posey c 3 0 2 1 

Stammen p 0 0 0 0 Belt lb 3 0 0 0 

Yates p 0 0 0 0 Lngoria3b 4 0 0 0 

Handp 0 0 0 0 B.Crwfrss 4 0 10 

Cordero If 3 0 10 Slater If 3 0 0 0 

Galvisss 2 0 0 0 Hanson 2b 4 110 

R.Lopez c 3 0 0 0 A.Sarezp 10 0 0 

Jnkwski rf 3 0 0 0 Sndoval ph 1 0 0 0 

Ross p 2 0 10 Watson p 0 0 0 0 

Asuaje2b 1 0 0 0 Strekin p 0 0 0 0 

Tmlnsonph 10 0 0 

Totals 29 3 5 3 Totals 33 2 6 2 

San Diego 100 100 001-3 

San Francisco 000 010 100—2 

DP—San Francisco 3. LOB—San Fran¬ 
cisco 9. 2B—Blanco (3), Posey (7). 3B— 
Hosmer (1). HR—Hosmer (3), Villanueva 

(9). SB-Hanson (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

San Diego 

Ross 6 4 113 9 

Stammen BS,1 1 2 1111 

Yates W,l-0 1 0 0 0 1 0 

Hand S,7-9 1 0 0 0 0 0 

San Francisco 

Suarez 7 4 2 2 1 5 

Watson 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Strickland L,2-l 1 1110 0 

WP—Ross, stammen. T—2:24. A— 
36,735 (41,915). 


Mariins 2, Phiiiies 1 (10) 

Philadelphia Miami 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

C.Hrnan2b 5 0 10 Ralmutoc 4 0 10 

Hoskins If 4 0 11 Prado 3b 4 0 0 0 

O.Hrrracf 5 0 10 S.Cstro2b 4 0 10 

Altherr rf 5 0 10 Detrich Ib-lf 4 0 0 0 

C.Sntnalb 3 0 10 B.Andrsrf 4 0 10 

Franco 3b 5 0 0 0 Maybinlf-cf4 1 1 0 
Kingeryss 3 0 0 0 Rojas ss 3 0 10 

VIentinss 0 0 0 0 Brinson cf 2 0 0 0 

Alfaro c 4 12 0 Wttgren p 0 0 0 0 

Efiin p 1 0 0 0 Stcknrd p 0 0 0 0 

N.WIImsph 10 10 Shuck ph 10 0 0 
Hunter p 0 0 0 0 Gerrero p 0 0 0 0 

L. Grciap 0 0 0 0 Tazawap 0 0 0 0 

Morgan p 0 0 0 0 Y.Rveraph 10 11 

E.Ramosp 0 0 0 0 J.Grciap 10 0 0 

FIrimonph 1 0 0 0 Bourph-lb 2 111 

Riosp 0 0 0 0 

Totals 37 1 8 1 Totals 34 2 7 2 

Philadelphia 000 010 000 0-1 

Miami 000 001 000 1-2 

LOB-Philadelphia 11, Miami 5. 2B- 

Hoskins (9), C.Santana (7), Rojas (4). 3B- 
Maybin (1). HR-Bour (5). S-Eflin (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Philadelphia 

Efiin 6 3 110 4 

Hunter 16 2 0 0 0 1 

Garcia 'AO 0 0 0 0 

Morgan 16 0 0 0 0 1 

Ramos 'AO 0 0 0 0 

Rios L,3-l I'A 2 1112 

Miami 

Garcia 6 5 1113 

Wittgren 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Steckenrider 1 0 0 0 0 3 

Guerrero 1 1 0 0 0 2 

TazawaW,l-l 1 1 0 0 2 0 

HBP-by Guerrero (Kingery). T—2:54. 
A-5,844 (36,742). 

Brewers 6, Reds 5 

Milwaukee Cincinnati 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Caincf 4 112 Winker If 5 12 0 

Yelichif-rf 5 12 0 Perazass 4 0 0 1 

Braun Ib-lf 3 110 Vottolb 12 0 0 

T.Shaw3b 4 10 0 Schblerrf 4 12 0 

Do.Sntn rf 4 0 12 Suarez 3b 4 0 2 4 

Haderp 0 0 0 0 Brnhartc 10 0 0 

Pinac 4 111 Blndino2b 4 0 0 0 

Villar2b 3 0 10 Fnnegan p 2 0 0 0 

Arciass 3 0 0 0 Brice p 0 0 0 0 

Wodruffp 0 0 0 0 Gennettph 10 0 0 
Aguilar lb 10 10 W.PrItap 0 0 0 0 

Chacin p 2 110 J.Hghes p 0 0 0 0 

Innings p 0 0 0 0 Duvall ph 10 0 0 

J. Brnesp 0 0 0 0 R.lgissp 0 0 0 0 

H.Perez ss 2 0 0 0 Hmiltoncf 4 110 

Totals 35 6 9 5 Totals 31 5 7 5 

Milwaukee 000 120 300-6 

Cincinnati 000 230 000-S 

E-Barnhart (1). DP-Milwaukee 2, 
Cincinnati 1. LOB—Milwaukee 7, Cin¬ 
cinnati 6. 2B—Do.Santana (3), Winker 
(7), Schebler (3), Suarez (4), Hamilton 
(2). HR-Cain (4), Pina (2). SB-Cain (8), 
Yelich (1), Braun (4), Villar (5), H.Perez 
(2). CS-Barnhart (1). SF-Peraza (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Milwaukee 

Chacin 4'A 5 4 4 3 1 

Jennings 0 11110 

Barnes 16 1 0001 

Woodruff W,l-0 I'A 0 0 0 0 2 

Hader S,4-4 216 0 0 0 1 8 

Cincinnati 

Finnegan 5 5 3 3 3 2 

Brice H,2 1 1 0 0 0 2 

Peralta L,l-2 H,2 16 1 3 3 2 0 

Hughes BS,1 I'A 2 0 0 0 0 

Iglesias 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Jennings pitched to 2 batters in the 
5th. HBP-by Chacin (Votto). T-3:02. 
A-9,536 (42,319). 

Diamondbacks 4, Dodgers 3 

Los Angeles Arizona 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

C.Tylorss 4 0 2 0 Dscalso If 4 0 2 2 

Pdersoncf 2 0 0 0 Bradley p 0 0 0 0 

Grandalc 2 10 0 D.PrItaph 10 0 0 

Bllngerlb 4 112 Bxbrger p 0 0 0 0 

M. Kemprf 4 0 0 0 Ahmed ss 4 0 10 

Utley 2b 3 10 0 Gldschmlb 4 0 0 0 

Verdugolf 4 0 10 Pollock cf 3 111 

Muncy 3b 3 0 0 1 Owingsrf 4 0 10 

Kershaw p 2 0 0 0 K.Marte2b 3 0 0 0 

A.Brnesph 1 0 0 0 Avila c 3 0 0 0 

Lbrtorep 0 0 0 0 Bracho p 0 0 0 0 

Chrgois p 0 0 0 0 J.Dyson If 10 10 

K. Jnsenp 0 0 0 0 Marrero 3b 3 12 0 

K.Hrnan ph 1 0 0 0 Koch p 10 0 0 

C.WIkerph 1111 

Chafinp 0 0 0 0 

J.Mrphyc 2 110 

Totals 30 3 4 3 Totals 34 410 4 

Los Angeles 002 100 000-3 

Arizona 010 010 20x—4 

E—Descalso (1), Kershaw (1). DP—Ari¬ 
zona 2. LOB—Los Angeles 8, Arizona 9. 
2B-Verdugo (1). 3B-Descalso (2). HR- 
Bellinger (4), Pollock (10), C.Walker (1). 
SB-Pollock (7), J.Dyson 2 (4). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Los Angeles 

Kershaw 6 6 2 2 1 6 

Liberatore L,l-1 BS,1 0 3 2 2 0 0 

Chargois 1 0 0 0 1 2 

Jansen 1 10011 

Arizona 

Koch 5 4 3 2 3 3 

Chafin 1 0 0 0 1 1 

Bracho W,l-0 1 0 0 0 2 1 

Bradley H,10 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Boxberger 5,10-10 1 0 0 0 1 1 

Liberatore pitched to 3 batters in the 
7th. HBP-by Koch (Pederson). T-3:12. 
A-18,940 (48,519). 
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Harper moves to leadoff, hits 3-run HR 



Pablo Martinez Monsivais/AP 

The Nationals’ Bryce Harper hits a three-run homer off Pirates starting pitcher Chad 
Kuhl during the fifth inning Tuesday at Nationals Park in Washington. Behind the plate 
is Pirates catcher Francisco Cervelli. 


By Bobby Bancroft 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Moved to the leadoff 
spot for the first time since 2013, Bryce 
Harper showed signs of breaking out of his 
slump. 

Harper hit a three-run homer that 
helped Max Scherzer win his fifth straight 
start as the Washington Nationals beat the 
Pittsburgh Pirates 12-4 Wednesday night. 

“Seriously, I thought I missed that ball,” 
Harper said. “I thought I got the popup 
down the line more than I did the homer, 
but it went over the fence, so I’ll take it.” 

Harper entered in a 5-for-35 slump and 
had not gotten an extra-base hit since April 
16. He grounded out in the first inning 
against Chad Kuhl (3-2), followed Wilmer 
Difo’s go-ahead homer in the third with a 
flyout, then gave the Nationals a 5-0 lead in 
the fifth with his ninth homer this season. 

“I really believe, even his first at-bat, he 
got pitches to hit today, and that was good 
for him,” Nationals manager Dave Marti¬ 
nez said. “He got to swing the bat, and it 
felt like he participated, instead of going up 
there and walking.” 

Harper walked for the m^or league¬ 
leading 39th time this season in the sixth, 
then left the game with Washington ahead 
12-0. He led off in 16 games in 2013, his 
second m^or league season. 

Harper raised his batting average to 


.250. The home run was the fifth of his ca¬ 
reer from the leadoff slot. 

“You’re not going to walk him men on 
first and second,” Pirates manager Clint 
Hurdle said. 

Scherzer (6-1) allowed two runs and 
three hits in 6 Vs innings, struck out eight 
and walked one as his ERA rose slightly 
to 1.79. The first six-game winner in the 
m^or leagues this year, Scherzer drove in 
his second run of the season with an RBI 
single and scored twice. 

“I put up the zeroes when I needed to,” 
said Scherzer, who allowed just three of his 
first 21 batters to reach base. 

Corey Dickerson hit a two-run homer off 
Scherzer in the seventh, and Max Moroff 
hit a two-run drive against Carlos Torres 
in the ninth. 

Matt Adams hit two solo home runs for 
Washington. 

Kuhl (3-2) gave up six runs and four hits 

— all home runs — in 4 Vs innings. He had 
allowed three homers over his five previ¬ 
ous starts. 

“With those guys — especially Bryce 

— any time in the ballgame they can con¬ 
nect,” Kuhl said. “Tonight the ball was just 
out over the plate. Really got punished on 
the balls that were out over the plate.” 

Caught stealing: SS Trea Turner was 
caught attempting to steal second base in 
the third inning. Turner, second in the NL 


with 12 stolen bases, was picked off for the 
first time this season. Turner tied the Na¬ 
tionals record for most stolen bases without 
getting caught to start a season, equaling 
Adam Kennedy’s mark from 2010. 


Kang returns: Pirates INF Jung Ho Kang 
has reported to extended spring training. 
“The process is to get him as complete as 
we can within 30 days,” Pirates manager 
Clint Hurdle said. 


Roundup 

Astros reliever Giles takes hit in loss to Yankees 


Associated Press 

HOUSTON — Not long after 
Gary Sanchez delivered a knock¬ 
out blow for the New York Yan¬ 
kees on Tuesday night with a 
three-run homer off Ken Giles 
in the ninth inning, the Houston 
closer landed a shot of his own. 

Giles punched himself twice 
— with the second landing on 
his face — as he left one batter 
after Sanchez’s go-ahead homer. 
A somber Giles said the outburst 
was fueled by frustration. 

“Obviously, because I just 
screwed up a win,” he said. “We 
should have won this game. We 
should have bounced back. I 
didn’t give our team a chance. Of 
course I’m going to be frustrated 
over that.” 

The implosion by Giles spoiled 
a splendid outing by Justin Ver- 
lander, and the Yankees got a 
4-0 victory after Jordan Mont¬ 
gomery’s start was cut off by 
tightness in his left elbow. 

Verlander tied a career-high by 
striking out 14 and allowed just 
three hits — all singles — in eight 
innings. Giles (0-1) took over and 
Aaron Judge singled to start the 
ninth for New York’s first hit 
since the third inning. Didi Gre¬ 
gorius doubled to the gap in left 
field before Sanchez’s home run 
sailed over the fence in center 
field for a 3-0 lead. 

Aaron Hicks followed with a 
single to chase Giles. An emo¬ 
tional Giles punched himself in 
the chest with his still-gloved 
right hand while walking off the 
field before moving the glove to 



Charles Krupa/AP 


Red Sox starting pitcher Brian 
Johnson reacts after giving up 
a three-run home run to the 
Royals’ Jorge Soler during the 
13th inning Tuesday at Fenway 
Park in Boston. The Royals won 
7-6. 

his left hand and throwing a blow 
to his face. He arrived in the dug- 
out, picked up a bat and slammed 
it down, then kicked it before re¬ 
treating to the clubhouse. 

Rockies 3, Cubs 1: Charlie 
Blackmon and David Dahl opened 
the game with consecutive hom¬ 
ers off Kyle Hendricks (2-2), and 
Nolan Arenado also homered as 


visiting Colorado stopped a three- 
game slide. 

Cubs manager Joe Maddon 
put Anthony Rizzo in the leadoff 
spot to try to help the big first 
baseman out of his slump, and 
he opened with his fourth career 
leadoff homer. 

Rangers 8, Indians 6: Joey 
Gallo and Isiah Kiner-Falefa 
homered on consecutive pitches 
off Nick Goody (0-2) in the 12th 
inning for visiting Texas. 

Michael Brantley tied the game 
in the ninth with a two-out grand 
slam off Keone Kela, but the 
Rangers bailed out their closer, 
who entered the game with a 6-2 
lead. 

Braves 3, Mets 2: Mike So¬ 
roka (1-0) gave up one run and 
six hits in six innings as the 20- 
year-old right-hander won his big 
league debut. Soroka joined Ron¬ 
ald Acuna Jr., who is about four 
months younger, and the 21-year- 
old Ozzie Albies to give visiting 
Atlanta the three youngest play¬ 
ers in the mqjors. 

Brewers 7, Reds 6: Ryan 
Braun hit a tiebreaking double off 
Homer Bailey (0-4) for a 5-3 lead 
in the fifth and Travis Shaw ended 
his O-for-19 slide with a two-run 
homer. Host Cincinnati fell to 7- 
23, matching the 1931 and 1934 
teams for worst 30-game start in 
franchise history, and are winless 
in Bailey’s seven starts. 

Marlins 2 , Phillies 1: Pinch- 
hitter Yadiel Rivera improved his 
.100 batting average with a one- 
out RBI single in the 10th that fol¬ 
lowed Cameron Maybin’s triple 
against Yacksel Rios (3-1). Host 


Miami won its fourth straight 
and Philadelphia lost its fourth in 
a row. 

Tigers 2, Rays 1: Matthew 
Boyd (1-2) allowed one run and 
seven hits in six innings for host 
Detroit. Shane Greene, who al¬ 
lowed a pair of ninth-inning hom¬ 
ers in a loss to Tampa Bay on 
Monday, worked a perfect ninth a 
night later for his fifth save. 

Royals 7, Red Sox 6: Alex Gor¬ 
don hit a tying home run off Craig 
Kimbrel in the ninth inning, and 
Jorge Soler hit a three-run homer 
against Brian Johnson (1-1) in the 
13th for visiting Kansas City. 

Boston led 3-2 before Gordon’s 
one-out drive off Kimbrel, who 
was trying for his 299th save but 
instead blew an opportunity for 
the first time in eight tries this 
season. 

Cardinals 3, White Sox 2: 

Matt Carpenter tied the score 
against Joakim Soria (0-1) when 
he led off the ninth with his 100th 
home run, and Yadier Molina hit 
a game-ending single as host St. 
Louis stopped a three-game los¬ 
ing streak. 

Bud Norris (1-0) picked up his 
first win of the season with a per¬ 
fect ninth. 

Blue Jays 7, Twins 4: Kend- 
rys Morales homered twice for 
Toronto and reached base all five 
times he batted, including an in¬ 
tentional walk in the 10th inning 
when visiting Toronto scored 
twice on wild pitches by John 
Curtiss. 

Toronto’s bullpen finished with 
five scoreless innings. Tyler Clip- 


pard (4-0) pitched a perfect ninth 
and Roberto Osuna needed just 
six pitches in a 1-2-3 10th for his 
eighth save. 

Diamondbacks 4, Dodgers 

3: Daniel Descalso atoned for a 
costly error with a two-run, go- 
ahead triple in the seventh inning 
and host Arizona rallied to hand 
Los Angeles its fourth straight 
loss and seventh in eight games. 

The Diamondbacks won for the 
fifth time in six games, improv¬ 
ing to 21-8, tied with Boston for 
the best record in baseball and 
Arizona’s best start through 29 
games in the franchise’s history. 

Angels 3, Orioles 2: Justin 
Upton hit a walk-off single with 
the bases loaded, and host Los 
Angeles blew a two-run lead in 
the ninth inning before snapping 
a four-game skid with a victory 
over Baltimore. 

Martin Maldonado and Ian 
Kinsler delivered one-out singles 
in the ninth against Brad Brach 
(0-1) before Mike Trout drew 
his fourth walk to load the bases. 
Upton, who had gone O-for-3 after 
Trout’s three previous walks, 
lined a clean single to left. 

Padres 3, Giants 2: Eric Hos- 
mer homered off Giants closer 
Hunter Strickland with two outs 
in the ninth inning, lifting San 
Diego over host San Francisco. 

Mariners 6, Athletics 3: Nel¬ 
son Cruz hit a tiebreaking three- 
run homer in the fifth inning. 
Dee Gordon had five hits, and 
Felix Hernandez pitched six solid 
innings to send host Seattle over 
Oakland. 
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Steph returns 

Curry scores 28 points to lead Warriors 

past Pelicans » NBA playoffs, Page 29 
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Left wing 
Brandon Tanev 
and the Winnipeg Jets 
made themselves right 
at home in Nashville 
while taking Game 1 
from the Predators. 

Mark Humphrey/AP 



Chris O’Meara/AP 


Brad Marchand and the Bruins took 
Game 1 from the Lightning in Tampa. 


Home sweet home? 


Teams struggle to win on own ice 


Off the mark 


By Will Graves 

Associated Press 

PITTSBURGH 
aving home ice is supposed to 
be an advantage in the NHL. 
So far in the 2018 playoffs, 
the only guarantee to playing 
at home is a monochrome backdrop pro¬ 
vided by fans in team-specific T-shirts. 

Consider the following: 

■ The Pittsburgh Penguins finished 
with the second-worst road record 
among the 16 playoff teams. Then the 


two-time defending Stanley Cup champi¬ 
ons ripped off three wins in Philadelphia 
to kickstart their pursuit of a three-peat 
and backed it up with another victory 
in Game 1 of their Eastern Conference 
semifinal series in Washington. 

■ The Capitals dropped Games 1 and 
2 at home in overtime against Columbus 
in the opening round only to beat the 
Blue Jackets three times in Columbus on 
their way to advancing to the NHL’s final 
eight for the fourth consecutive year. 

■ Winnipeg posted an NHL-high 32 
SEE HOME ON PAGE 27 



27-27 

The record of 
teams on home ice 
this postseason. 
Winnipeg has been 
the best at home, 
still perfect at 4-0. 

SOURCE: Associated Press 


Inside: Washington wins in Pittsburgh, takes 2-1 series lead and reclaims home ice, Page 26 
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